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To wll whom it may concerr.

Be it known that I, DANIEL. LEAVITT, of
Chicopee, in the county of Hampden and State
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Breech-Loading Fire-
Arms; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
of the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming part of this speci-
fication, in which— :

Figurelisalongitudinal section of a breech-
loading gun with my improvement, showing
the breech closed.” Fig. 2 is a top view of the
same, showing the breech thrown open. Fig.
3 18 a perspective view of the breech.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

This invention consists in the employment,
in combination with an upwardly - opening

breech, of a dog and toe both attached to a

lever working under the stock, and so fitted
to the breech that by the movement of the le-
ver 1n one direction the dog is caused to lock
the breech in a closed condition, and by its
movement in the opposite direction the breech
18 liberated from the dog and started from its
seat, and to a greater or less extent opened by
the action of the toe. |

To enable others skilled in the art to apply
my invention, I will proceed to describe its
construction and operation.

A. 1s the metal breech-frame secured rigidly
to the stock, and having screwed into it the
barrel B.

C s the breech, of a curved wedge-like form,
fitted to a cavity in the breech-frame A, and
rigidly attached to or formed of the same piece
of metal, with an arm, D, which is hinged at
« to the top of the breech-frame some distance
In rear of the barrel. This breech, which
opens by the upward movement of the arm
D on the hinge «, and closes by its downward
movement, 18 provided with a tongue, b, ex-
tending below it,and in the front of thistongiue
there is a notch, ¢, to receive the locking-dog.

E 1s the breechi-operating lever, which works
on a fulerum- pin, d, inserted through the
breech-frame A, below the breech, said lever

having three arms, e f ¢, the arm e terminat- .

Ing in & ring, €, to receive the first or second
finger of the left hand of the person using the
gun, the arm f terminating in the locking-dog

Pl

| /7, and the arm g, which I have before spoken

of as a toe, being situate directly under the
breech-cavity. The arms f and ¢ are within
the breech-supporter or stoek. -

F is a small trigger working on a fixed ful-
crum, &, secured in the trigger-guard H, and
having a tooth, ¢, which enters a notch or hole
in the breech-operating lever and locks said
lever when the latter is in a position to lock
the breech, said trigger being so arranged as
to be capable of being pressed forward by the
thumb of the left hand while the first or sec-
ond finger i in the ring ¢ of said lever E..

(x is a spring applied within the trigger-
guard to act upon the trigger F in such a man-
ner as to press the tooth ¢ toward the lever E.

I 1s the discharging-trigger, which,with the

remainder of the lock, may be of ordinary con-

struction. , |
Fig. 1 representsin black outline the breech

as being closed and locked by the dog f’ of

breech-operating lever E, and the said lever
as being locked by the trigger . By placing
the finger in the ring ¢’ and the thumb against
the trigger I, and pressing them toward each
other, the said trigger is first forced forward,

| and the pin ¢ thereby withdrawn from the
| hole in the lever E, to unlock the said lever,

whose lower end is then drawn back by the
finger, and the dog f' thereby withdrawn from
the notch ¢ in the breech, and the toe ¢ after-

| ward brought into operation upon the bot-

tom. of the tongue b, and caused to raise the
breech far enough, as shown in red outline in
Fig. 1, to enable the breech to be laid hold of
to throw it right back to the position shown
in blue outline in the same figure, to permit
the introduction of a cartridge into the cham-
ber of the barrel. 'When the cartridge has
been inserted, the breech is returned to the po--
sition shown in red outline and pressed down
upon the toe g with the thumb of the right
hand, while the arm e of the lever E is moved
forward by the left hand, and by that means
the cateh /7, which is properly formed for the
purpose, acts in the noteh ¢ to draw down the

-breech tightly against its seat; and when the

breech is perfectly closed the tooth ¢ of the
trigger slips into the hole or noteh provided
for 1t in the lever and locks it securely in
place, thus locking the breech. -

By reversing the position of the dog f and




.,

(44,

the toe g, and arranging the notch ¢ in the
back instead of in the front of the breech, the
lever B may be applied in the form of a gnard
to the trigger I, and in that case the locking-
trigger I may by dispensed with by providing
a suitable catch for the extremity of the lever.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, 1s—

Effecting the locking and unlocking of the
upwardly-opening breech and the starting of

24,394

the same from its seat to open it by means of a
detached lever having a locking dog, f’, to
enter a notch in the breech and a toe, ¢, 1o
act against the bottom of the b1 eech, substa,n

’fmlly as berein deseribed.

DANIEL LEAVITT.

Witnesses:
GEO. M. STEARNS,
W’ILLI AM V. JOUINSON.
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