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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

EZRA MILLER, OF JANESVILLE, WISCONSIN.

POST-OFFICE HAMMER-STAMP.
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- dpecification forming part of Letters Patent No, 23,307, dated March 22, 1859.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EzrA MILLER, of Janes-
ville,1n the county of Rock and State of Wis-
consin, have invented a new and useful Post-
Office Hammer-Stamp; and 1 do hereby de-
clare that the following is a {full, clear, and
exact description of the same, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, form-
ing a part of this specification, in which-—

IFigure 1 1s a side view of my invention.
IFig. 2 18 a longitudinal vertical section, and
IFig. 3 1s an inverted view of the marking-face
of the stamp.

Similar letters of reference in each of the
several figures Indicate corresponding parts.

The ob,]ect of my invention is to plowd(, a
“hand-stamp” which performs all the func-
tions of a power-press and will enable the
post-office to mark letters, &c., with an 1m-
pression so deep that the postage-stamp will
be placed beyond a second or surreptitious
use and the post-office locality clearly and
distinetly seen, two objects which it has here-
tofore been found very difficult to accomplish
with stamps which have their handles run-
ning at right angles to their marking-faces.

By the use of the hammer-stamp any de-
sired force of blow may be obtained with very
little effort on the part of the operators and
a most distinet and positive impression made.

The marking can be accomplished with
oreat facility and neatness and without the
hands of the operators being blistered, as is
the case with ordinary stamps, with which
the force is derived by direct concussion of
the hand with the handle of the stamp in-
stead of through a lever, which has the joint
of the hand for its fulerum.

The nature of my invention consists in a
post-office marking-stamp which has 1ts han-
dle running parallel, or nearly so, with 1ts
marking face or faces, as hereinafter speci-
fied, whereby a long handle is provided and
the stamp can be operated in the same man-
ner as an ordinary hammer, and, if desirable,
two marking - faces may be employed, one
above and the other below the handle, but
both to be used below the handle alternately
by inverting the same.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
seribe its construction and operation.

“stamnp.

A 1s a cross-head secured to a handle B.
The upper end of cross-head is provided with
a socket C to receive the types D to mark
the words “Paid,” “Free,” &e. The type is
secured by the thumb-screw a for conven-
lence of changing the type.

I 1s a serew-tenon at the lower end of the
cross-head, to which 1s secured the marker I,
now in use in the Post-Office Department.

G & G are movable types and figures in the
center of marker I, for marking dates, &ec.,
as practiced commonly in post-offices. These
types and figures are secured to their place
in the marker ¥ by the thumb-screw D.

In attaching the marking stamp and type
to the cross-head the face of the marking
stamps and type are at right angles, or nearly
so, to the line of the cross-head A and par-
allel with the handle B, the handle being of
sufficient length to enable the opelatm to
give a suﬁ"lc:lent blow to make the necessary
impression. By thesame blow that the pr] inted
impression is made the postage- -Stamp is ef-
fectuallycanceled bytheindentation or break-
ing of the stamp, rendering the surreptitious
or second use of the postage-stamp impossi-
ble. The printing is veryclear and the gum-
mingof the typeprevented by the concussion
caused by the blow in using the instrument
and the ease and rapidity of affixing post-
marks greatly augmented.

In p1actme I may find it advantageous to
cast or make the stamp and cross-head in one
piece, and in some cases the handle, cross-
head, and stamp may be cast together.

1o make more evident the utility of my
invention, I will state in general the dis-
adyv autwes of the old stamp and the advan-
tages of my hammer-stamp.

First. The old markers do not stmup or
mark with sufficient power.

Second. They do not cancel the pf)bt‘Lﬂ‘E}-
The printer’s ink laid on by the old
markers 18 so faintly pressed on the stamp
that 1t can be readily washed off and the
stamps used again. |

Third. The punt is imperfect, because the
marker is liable to “fill up” with ink.

Fourth. It blisters the handof the operator.

Kifth. 1t daubs the hand with ink.

The advantages of my stamp are—

First. It does its work with great power.




&

Seeond It WOIkH much more ectslly and |

rapidly.
Third. Perfectly and permanently c cancels

all the stamps. DBy the power of the blows
o1ven with this handle the marker is driven
into the stamp, making a perfect impression
of the letters of the marker without as well
-as with ink.

Fourth. The marking or plinting 1S more
beautifully and per tuctly done.

Fifth. The marker does not fillup w 1t11 ink.
The concussion keeps it clean.,

Sixth. It will not blister the most delmate
hand or fatwue the weakest arm.
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~ deventh. The hands of the operator are not
so liable to be daubed with the ink. Conse-
quentlv the letters and papers are kept clean.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, 1s—
A post-office marking-stamp which has its

‘handle running parallel, or nearly so, with its

marking face or faces, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth.

7 RA MILLER.

Witnesses: '
. YORKE ATLEE
R. W. FENWICK.
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