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1o all whomv 1t may concer. -

Be 1t known that I, JaAvMus D. WIiLLoUGH-
BY, of Carlisle, Cumberland county, Pennsyl-
vania, have invented certain new and useful |
Improvements in Stopples for Cans or Bottles;
and I do hereby declare that the following 1s
a full, clear, and exact description of the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
1ng drawing, and to the letters of reference
marked thereomn.

The nature of my Invention cousists in stop-
ping the necks of bottles or cans by means of
compressed india-rubber, as will be hereinaf-
ter described. -

In the annexed drawing, M represents the
body and N the neck of a can.

IE and B represent two disks, either of metal
or of WOOd which are 11’1.:1(1@ to ﬁt loosely in the
neck of the Can.

D represents a piece of india-rubber, which
18 also disk-shaped, and which 1s made to fit
snuglyin the neck of the can between the tw
dmhs E and B. -

I represents a screw, whwh passes through
the centers of thedisksand rubber, said screw
at its lower extremity being %eeured to the
disk E. '

A u,presents a top plece which has a screw
cut in it. Said top plece, passing over the
screw I, serves to press the disk B down upon

the rubber. This top plece 1s merely a nar-
row strip whieh runs aecross the top of the
neck, theends of which turnunder in a hooked
f@lm, as 1s clearly shown. The neck of the
can is surrounded at its top with a flange, ¢

j 4 represent two slots in this rim or flange.
The hooked ends of the piece A pass through
these slots, and when said piece 1s turned par-
tially around these hooked ends catch under
the rim or flange '11](1 preciude any possibility
of the stopple coming out.

this arrangement as ‘1bsolute]3 necessary for
keeping t].le stopple 11.
tional preventive of ifs coming out.

1t 1s merely an addi-
When |

1 do not consider |

the rubber is compressed between the two
disks, its periphery presses tightly against
the inside of the neck of the can and effectu-
ally prevents any air from either entering in
or escaping from the can. At the same time
the rubber presses the sides of the neck. It
also presses against the screw, so that no air
¢can pass in or out by the side of it.

The advantages of this stopple are; Flrst 1t
Is not expensive; second, it can be used bv
any one for stopping cans Who knows how to
turn a screw; third, the can may be made per-
fectly air-tight 1n a few moments of time with-
out the use of wax orsolder or anything of the
kind; fourth, 1t may be removed at any time
and again replaced as securely as it wasin the
first 1instance; fifth, 1t may be used from sea-
son to season without any expense additional
to the first cost. |

I do not confine myself to the precise num-
ber of parts herein employed, as I may dis-
pense with the piece A by cutting a screw 1n
the disk B. I may also put a knob on the
lower end of the secrew T, permitting it to turn
10 the lower disk, and thus compress the rub-
ber by turning the screw.
~ Having thus fully described my im‘entiong
what T elaim as new, and desire to secare by
L(,tters Patent, 15—

1. The mlanﬂ*uneut of the disks B and D,
screw I, and top C with the rubber D insuch
a manner that whep the rabber is compressed
1ts periphery will press tightly against the in-
sides of the can or bottle mouth, while its cen-
ter presses against the rod or screw I, for the
purpose of effectually excluding the air, as 18
herein fully described.

2. The subject of the first claim, in combi-
nation with the neck of the bottle or can as
constructed, for the purposes herein set forth.

J. D, WILLOUGHDBY.

Withesses:
. G. CLAYTON,
A, A. YEATMAN.
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