- | J. Holmes
+ Hooy SKirt. R
N 22426 - - Patented Dec. 28 /858 .

""" N PRI A A ﬁ\‘.
PO COORCY

%% ¢!}gg!.§s

¢ M
‘#afﬁg‘*‘!::‘g.!z; .l‘\i@ﬁ

007070 2T WYY
SRR

S AU
e e N

O PR A, N A N A U A W AN




10

15

b
it

39

40

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JNO. HOLM:

S, OF BOSTON,

MASSACHUSETTS.

LADY’S HIOCPED SEIRT.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 22,426, dated December 28, 1858.
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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Jorm~x HormEes, of Bos-

ton, in the county of Suffolk and State of

Massachusetts have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Ladies’ Hooped Skirts;
and I do hereby declare that the foﬂowmo
is a full, clear, fmd exact description of the
same, refer ence being had to the accompany-
ing drewmos, makmo part of this specifica-
tmn said drawing 16]31@5611t111ﬂ a side view
of a skirt constructed ‘1CCOFC11110* to my 1n-
vention.

My invention consists 1n a circular net-
work of cords or twine, of a smiliar structure
to the nets used for ﬁshlng, but so formed
that when hoops are passed through 1its
meshes, the entire fullness of the skirt will
be thrown in one direction in such a manner
as to give it the “ bishop ” or “ bustle ” shape,
and so that the skirt so formed will be seli-
sustaining, which enables me to retain the
fullness 111 one direction and support the
“bishop ” or “bustle” shape from the top to
the extreme bottom of the skirt, regardless
of the weight of the dress upon 1t.. and thus
dlspensmﬂ' with all clasps, sewing
extra “ bustles,” &c., which are now used to
accomplish the same purpose.

A, A, and A’ are the hoops; C, 15 the
waist J‘lnd and B, is the circular network

by which the hoops are connected together

and suspended from the waistband, and sus-
tained in proper form and relative position
by each being merely passed through one
course of meshes before its ends are Joined.
The hoops keep the network distended
circumferentially and hence the hoops and
network are mutually sustaining. The net-
work is made in the desired form of the
skirt by making the meshes of the lower part
of uniform size and making the same num-
ber in the successive circular courses. but a
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properly graduated reduction 1s made up-

“ward in the upper part of the back to give

1t a vertically rounded form from the waist-
band as far down as desired, either by net-
ting together the adjacent loops of one course
1n the course above, or by reducing the size
of the meshes as they ‘"lppl()ﬂdl the band.
The former method of reduction is exhibited
1n the course through which the hook A’ is
represented as passing, and the latter method
in the courses above. As there 1s no redue-
tion 1 the front pmt all the fullness pro-
duced by the above deseubed reduction I8
thrown into the back, and the front half of
the skirt hangs almost straight as repre-
sented 1n the dlﬂWlHO The upper portion
of the front requires to be open to allow the
skirt to be put on; and I consider it better
not to continue the netting of the upper part
completely around to the front, but to com-
plete the front at the sides of the opening
with linen cloth, mushn or other woven fab-
ric 1D, which 1s strong enough to bear the at-
tachment of suitable fastenings and less lia-
ble to be disarranged than the edges of the
netting would be.

‘What I claim as my invention,
to secure by Letters Patent, 15—

The network fabric herein described, hav-
ing the number or size of its meshes reduced
toward the top 1n such a manner as to throw
the fullness 1n one direction or on one side,
so- that when the hoops are inserted. it 1s
self-sustaining to produce the * bishop” o1
“bustle ” form and preserve that form to the
bottom of the skirt, as herein set forth with-
out the use of hemos, Springs, exira
“bustles,” or other contrivances.

JOHN HOLMES.

and desire

Witnesses:

S. L. WAKEFIELD,
GUuIiLFORD WHITE,
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