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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

FRANCIS HOFFMANN, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELF AND JOHN MENZELL,
" OF SAME PLACE. | |

BUREATU-BEDSTEAD,

Specification of Letters Patent No. 21,926, dated October 26, 1858.

ar—

Lo all whom & may concern: _

Beit known that I, Fravcis Horrmany, of

the city, county, and State of New York,
have invented a new and Improved Bureau-
Bedstead; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same, reference being had to the
annexed drawings, making a part of this
specification, in which—
- Iigure 1, is a vertical central section of
my improvement in a closed state. Fig. 2, is
a vertical section of ditto, in an open state,
the plane of section in both figures being
longitudinal with the bedstead.

Similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in the two figures.

To enable those skilled in the art to fully
understand and construct my invention I
will proceed to describe it.

A, represents a box of rectangular form
and constructed externally to 1imitate a
bureau. The front «, of the box is movable
and 1s secured to the sides b, when the box is
closed by means of hooks &, and cleats ¢, the
latter being attached to the front edges of
the side of the box, see dotted lines Fig. 1.
The back d, and sides 0, are permanently se-
cured together and a lid e, is secured by
hinges 7, to the upper end of the back, the
id e, projecting a trifie beyond the top edges
of the sides 0, and front ¢, and when the
box 1s closed, secured down upon the box
and to the part a, by a lock.

To the inner side of the front a, of the
box, one end of the bed bottom B, is at-

tached, the opposite end being secured in the

box A, and at a point a trifle below the end
that 1s attached to ¢. The bed bottom is
formed of three sections ¢, 4, 7, the part ¢,
beimng permanently secured in the box A,
near its lower end, the part 7, being perma-
nently secured to the front «. The central
part /4, 1s connected by hinges 4, %, to the
parts ¢, ¢, the hinges 7, allowing the section
i, to Told over on ¢, and the hinges %, al-
lowing the part ¢, to fold over on #, see Fig.
1. The bottom B, 1s thereby, when folded,
mace to occupy but a small space in the box
A, comparatively a mere trifle, and all the
remalning space is reserved for the bed or
mattress and necessary bed clothes, shown in
red.

sy .

The bed or mattress may, like the bed bot-
tom, be constructed in sections correspond-
Ing m size to those of the bed-bottom, the
sections being detached or connected only by
the tick, so that the sections may be readily
tfolded. All the bed clothes may be readily
stowed away in the box above the bed bot-
tom, and also readily removed therefrom by
raising the lid e. |

T'o the central section 2, of the bed bottom
there 1s attached by a pivot or screw at each
side a leg or support /, which when the bed
bottom 1s extended supports the central sec-
tion by dropping down and resting on the
floor. These supports are turned upward in
line with the sides of the section A, when the
bottom is folded as shown by the dotted
Iines in Fig. 1.

I am aware that bureau bedsteads have
been previously constructed, the bottom be-
ing so arranged as to fold vertically occupy-
ing considerable room within the box and
rendering 1t difficult to place the bed clothes
in and remove them from the box, but so
far as I am aware none have been devised to
fold horizontally and occupy such a small
space within the box so that when folded no
obstruction will be offered to the space above
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the bottom and the open space by means of

the Iid e, rendered perfectly accessible for
the stowing away of the bed or mattress and
all necessary bed clothing. I do not claim
therefore broadly and irrespective of con-

structlon, a folding bed bottom in connection

with a box so that the former when the de-
vice 1s not in use, may be folded within the
latter, and when designed for use withdrawn
from 1t; but,

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as an improved article of manufac-
ture: |

A bureau-bedstead in which the bed bot-
tom B3 1s hinged so as to fold and expand
horizontally, when opened or closed, as
herein shown and described.

FRANCIS HOFFMANN.

Witnesses:

W. Havurr,
W, Tuscn.
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