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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WM. & TODD, OF MECHANICSVILLE, IOWA.

BEDSTEAD.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 21,327, dated S'eptember 14, 1858.

To all whom 1t may concern.:
Be it known that I, Winrtam S. Tobp, of
Mechanicsville, in the county of Cedar and

State of Towa, have invented a new and use-

ful Improvement in Bedsteads; and 1 do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same,
reference being had to the annexed draw-
ings, making part of this specification.

I'igure 1, is a top or bird’s-eye view of the
improved bedstead. IFig. 2, 1s a transverse
cection of ditto. ' .

Similar letters in the figures refer to cor-
responding parts. '-

The nature of this invention and 1mprove-
ment consists in attaching the horizontal
side rails of the bedstead to the head and
foot posts, by hinges, those on each side
rail being arranged in reverse positions to
each other, so as to enable the two side rails,
and the foot and head rails, to be folded
together almost parallel with each other, to
facilitate the movement of the same from
place to place and through narrow spaces,
the sacking being formed of cords so at-
tached to the rails as to admit this move-
ment of the parts, and suitable means pro-
vided for bracing the rails when distended
to the position necessary to recelve the bed.

To enable others skilled in the art to make

and use my invention I will proceed to de-
seribe its construction and operation.

The head and foot rails A, A’, and boards
C, ¢V, are secured to their respective head
and foot posts B, B/, by mortises and tenons

or in any other convenient and approved
manner, and the latter are jointed to the |

ends of the side rails D, D', by ordinary
butt hinges E, E’, the wings of the hinges
attached respectively to the head and.foot
posts, and the ends of the side rails, being
in reverse positions, with the butts of the
former toward the outside of the bedstead.
and those of the latter toward the inside of
the same, so as to enable the side and foot
and head rails to be folded together, almost
parallel with each other, and the whole bed-
stead reduced to such a narrow space as to
enable it to pass through door ways and
other narrow spaces, as before stated, with-
out requiring it to be taken apart.

sacking upon which the bedding rests 1s
formed by a cord G, fastened at one end to

The |

[

l— Y— p—

k

a pin H, driven in the top of one of the
side rails near the head or foot post, and
thence extended across to the other side rail

and partially around a similar pin, arranged

immediately opposite, and another pin on
the same rail, and thence around two other
pins on the opposite rail, and so on around
pins successively to the opposite end of the
bedstead, when 1t 1s extended successively
around, in a similar manner, correspond-
ingly arranged pins on the head and foot
ralls, and finally fastened at its end to one
(H”) of the pins on the foot or head rail,
situated ‘next the respective foot or head
post, at which 1t terminates. .

When the bedstead 1s distended to the po-
sition required to sustain a bed, as repre-
sented 1n the drawings, 1t 1s held firmly by

an oscilllating brace bar, or rod I, bent at

right angles at its ends, with one of its bent
ends inserted vertically into a suitable box
J, secured to the inside of the foot rail A’,
of the bedstead, midway between 1its ends, so

as to admit its opposite right angled end to

be moved (the opposite end serving as a
pivot) next either of the side rails D, D,
and inserted in openings in the bottoms of

orooves L, formed 1n projections on the in-

ner sides of said rails, next their lower sur-
faces. In this manner this bar or rod 1, is
made to act as a diagonal brace, and when
it is desired to detach the right angled end
from the openings in the slots L, radial
cams or wings K, on the ends of horizontal
shafts M, passing through openings in the
side rails, and provided with thumb knobs
on their outer ends, are turned upward
under the horizontal portions of the right
angled end of said rod 1, which raises it
from the openings.

The bedstead can then be folded together
for facility of transportation, as before
stated, the right angled ends of the said

rods I, traversing freely in the grooves at
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the sides of the rails, admit such folding,

and subsequent distending to 1its
position.

What I claim as new and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s, |

1. Attaching the ends of the side rails
D, D’, of the bedstead to the foot and head
posts B, B’, by the butt hinges K, K/, ar-
ranged in reverse positions with each other,
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so as to enable the said side rails and the ancrled end of the said rod from the open-
head. and foot rails to be folded together, | ings in the projections on the inner sides of 10

almost parallel with each other, in the man- | the side rails substantmlly as described.
ner and for the purpose deserlbed

| 5 2. 1 also claim the combmatmn of the - . W S. TODD.
- right angled brace or rod I, groove L, in | Witnesses: '
which it traverses and turning Wlnﬂ'ed or D. F. CoMsTOCK,

cam sha,fis M, for dlsenﬂ'acrmo the right | - : S. A (FLEASON.
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