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Speci'iclation of Letters' Pa_.tent No. 21-373 da,ted Auﬂ‘uést 31 13-58 I- |

To all whom 11 ma,y concern:

Be 1t known that I, A. SMART of the mty,

vented a new and Improved Metallic Clasp

for Securing the Hoops to the Tapes of
Skeleton Sklrts
‘that the followmﬂ' is a full, clear, and exact
description of the same, refel ence being had
to the accompanying dr: AWINgs, felmmn part
of this specification, in which—

- Figure 1 is a plane view of a d‘lsp ‘be-
Fig. |
2 is a perspective view of the same, pa,rtlv
bent. Fig. 3 is an outside view of the same,

and I do hereby declare

fore it is bent to apply 1t to the skirt.

showing its apphcatlon Fig. 4 1s an 1nside
view of the same.
of the same.
Iig. 71s a top view of the same.

Sl]llll"l,lf' letters of refer ence denote like

parts in all the figures.
This clasp con51sts In a plece of metﬂ

plate A, the greater. portion of which is of
a2 width about equal to that of the skirt
‘hoops, but it is made wider at the ends as
shown in Fig. 1, to form on each side two |
- lips @, a, by Whlch it can be clamped to the
‘hoop. Tn this plate there are cut
“the removal of any of the metal) slits b, b,

(without

which are parallel with the top and bottom

edges of the plate, and the metal ¢, between
the slits is pressed far enough out of the
plane of the general surface of the other |
portion of the plate to form a loop which
- permits a tape to be passed between it and |
- 85 the portions of the plate on each side of 1t

in a direction parallel with the general sur—
face of the phte as 1s 1llustrated in Flgs

"-5 and 7.

40 through the loop ¢, of the plate, and the op--

To appljr the clasp, the tape B 1s passed

- posite side of the plate to that from which

‘the loop ¢, projects 1s laid against erther the |
 inner or outer side of the hoop, the llps ay @ °

Iig. bi1s a centml section
Fig. 6 1s an end view of the

15th, 1858 But

are then turned over the hoo p C, as s shown

in Figs. 4, 5, and 6, and closed tnghtly upon

pair of nippers, or other suitable instru-

ment, and the piece ¢, is pressed toward
the smroundmff p01t1011 of the plate so as
‘to cause the tqpe to be secured firmly be-
tween the edges of
"The clasp is thus secur ecl to the hoop by ‘the
| lips @, @, and to the tape by the loop ¢, and
hence the hoop 1s firmly attached to the t‘l}_’)e .

each of the shits Z) 0.

‘This clasp possesses the advantage over

of a certain width
to make it fully operative.
will pass through the piece ¢, may be used,
and the hoops may be wider or even a trifle
narrower than the part of the plate between
the lips @, a. It admits of a wider tape

than other clasps of the same length, as the
loop ¢, that receives the lip may extend

45
it elther by a blow from a hammer, by a

o0

other clasps employed tor the same pm-f o
| pose, in its not requiring either the tape or
the hoops to be exactly

- Any tape that .
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neally the whole lenﬂth and conmdembly :

beyond the 1nner edﬂ'es of the lips «,
The term “tape,”

T do not claim to be the ﬁrst mv-entm of

hoop clasps, nor do I claim any part of the -
within-described clasp that is seen in the

on J une

patent granted to T. Wallacej T,

T claim as an 11npr0ved article ot m‘mu-
facture— S
A hoop clasp constructed with a ]0]:10'1-

, | tudinal loop (¢) substantially as and for the

purposes herein shown zmd described.

A, SMART

Wltnesses S
J W COOMBS :'
W. Tusce.

as 1 have employed it
in this speclﬁmtlon 18 1ntended to embrace
all materials or fabrics that may be em-

» s
ployed to suspend the hoops. S
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