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'IMPROVEMENT IN RAILROAD-CAR'SEATS.

Specification formmn' part c-f Letters Patent No 2[ 352, dated Angust 31, 18’38

To all whom it may concern:

‘Be it known that I, CHESTER M. MANN, of
Detroit, in the county of Wayne and State of
“\Ilchlgan have invented a new and Improved
Mode of (Janstructmg Seats and Berths in

“Railroad-Cars; and I do bereby declare that

the followmg Is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the construction and operation of
the same, reference being had to the annexed
drawing, ‘Which makes a part ot this specifica-

The drawmg Is a perspectwe view of a sec-

tion, being the space usually occupied by four
passengers, and shows the whole process by

which four berths or beds may at once and-
‘while the cars are in motion be converted into

four complete seats in the ordinary form, and

- also be reconverted into four good and com-

plete berths or beds, and each furnished with
pillow and blanket. They will also accommo-
date one or two persons with beds withont
any interruption to the two or three who may
choose to sit up, and all this is accomplished
in the space usually occupied by four passen-
gers, and In a manner more economical, sim-

- ple. and safe than haﬁ; before been accom-

plished.
The seats marked A A in the drawing are

now in the position they will ocecupy when

used as beds. A’, which is now seen as a seat,
being put in the sqme position and connected
with them, forms a bed. This is done by tak-

“Ing out the arm p and folding forward the

back of the seat, when it will turn quite read-
ily, its farther end from right to left one-quar-
ter round. The back is then turned quite
over, the pin marked ¢ falling into a hole in

the ledge, on which the back will rest. The |

arm 18 now replaced, like the other, and the
whole in this form furmshes a good bed for

two persons by this union of the two seats.

Hach seat has four legs. That marked f is

permanent, having in it an iron pin on which

the whole seat turns. The legs marked ¢ are
fixed to the seat and tarn with it. Hach seat
has a leg near the hinges of the seat and back
to strengthen them when in form of a bed; or
it may be dispensed with, leaving but three

- legs to each seat, and substltutmg a couple of

pieces of iron pro;]ectmﬂ* a little under the
back and made fast to the seat, W]:uch will af-
iord sutficient; sapport. -

’ At the head of the bed formed as above
will be seen anopen box, the door of which, &,
should fall (more flatly than in the drawmg
or model) upon the bed, having upon it a

good pillow attached, so that merely opening
| the door furnishes a plllow for two persons,
and closing it puts it out of the way and out
of sight. At the foot of the bed is another
box, the door of which may be hung upon
the npper edge. To the lower edge of this

- | door is attached a blanket so arranged as to

give 1t its full length and breadth, that it may
cover the bed without being thrown oif or dis-
connected from its place, aud may be used or
not, as required.

The npper bed, A a, is nea,t]y and compdct
ly fitted into the roof of the car, and when
out of use is drawn up into its place by four
counter-weights and cords from its corners,

and no one would suspect anything but the |

roof to be there. Two of these cords are seen
‘at e e. The weights are closely boxed in the
colnmns B B B B, Upon the columns are
stops of molding at the proper height. The
bed is easily drawn down to the stops by the

loop a, with pillow and blanket upon it, ready

for use for two passengers.

d dare two gauze wire curtains, which may
| be used to separate the bed from those fl,d
JOlnlng it

The columns B B B B may be dlspensed
with 1if it is thought best, and the weights
made to pass down the sules of the car; but

1n either case the weights should be cwered

with cloth or india-rubber and confined closely
to their place for working. When columns
are used each one, of course, has two weights,
and are separated by a partition~—one for the
bed shown and one for that before or be-
hind 1t.

- It 1is proper to mentmn that the cost of con-
structing and upholstering my seats and beds
18 very small, and no device can be converted
from beds to seats or seats to beds with less

them and the economy of Ffoom are not sur-
I passed by any other. |

~What I claim as my invention, and deswe to

secure by Letters Patent, is— -
1. The two car-seats, coubtructed aS herein

stated substantially, so that they ma y be turned
I irom the ordinary form of seats—one to the

trouble, while the comfort and capacity of

ah
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right and the other to.the left—one-fourth | herein described, and for the purposes men-

round, bringing the ends next the windows to
meet together, and the backs (on hinges) may
be turned over and fall upon the ledge upon
which the ends Dbefore rested, and are held
firmly in place as a bed by the pin c. |

2. The bed formed as above claimed, in
combination with the door #-and pillow, whlch,
being on hinges, opens into place upon the

bed for use, or may be instantly shut out of |

the way and out of sight at pleasure.
3. The columns B, each containing and con-
cealing two counter weights, in combination

with the upper and lower movable beds, as |

tioned only. -
- 4. The general devi 1ce, as herem set forth,

combining the upper and lower beds and seats

with thelegsand columnsand counter-weights,
all convertible, as herein set forth, either into
beds or seats for four at pleasure, so that all
or a partiof them may sit up or lie down in
the space occupied by four persons.

C. M. MAXNN.

Witnesses:
- HOrACE TURNER,
C. H. HURD.
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