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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

C. A. WATERBURY,

OIF NEW YORK, N. Y.

APPARATUS FOR DAMPING PAPER.

Specificatlon of Letters Patent No. 20,111, dated April 27, 1858.

To all whom, it May concern:
Be 1t known that I, C. A. WaATErBURY, of
the city, county, and State of New Yorhj

have mvented a new and Improved Method |

of Copying Written Letters and other Docu-
ments, of which the following 1s a full,
clear, and exact description, reference be-
ng had to the accompanying drawings,
nmkmg
the letters of reference marked thereon, in
which—

Figure 1, 1s a perspective view, Iig. 2,
cross vertical section.

The nature of my invention consists in
part, of keeping copying tablets—used for
the purpose of copylng letters—constantly
immersed In water, thereby avolding the
wetting of the leav es of the COPY book and
also, by means of such immersed tablets
two, four, or more, letters with dupllcates,
or both sides of a written sheet, can be
copled at the same time, and by the use of
these selt wetting tablets oreat rapidity in
COPyINg 1s obtained With a good article of
ordinary writing fluzd ink—without the use
of copy ink prepared for the purpose—an
even, plain and distinet copy, free from
blots, or running of the ink 1s obtained.

In the accompanying drawings, «, repre-
sents the base block, &, the casing, ¢, the
swells 1n the casing; (Z the sponge, e, the
tablets, and 7, the cover.

The tablets can be made of either metal,
wood, or other substance. 1 prefer a ho*ht
tough, and soft porous wood, such as bass
wood. They should be made of just suffi-
clent thickness not to split when 1n use and
in dimensions of the size of the copy book 1n
which they are intended to be used. The
case which contains the tablets can be made
of any material which will hold water. I
prefer them made of zine, as they are not
liable to rust. A soft and pliable sponge 1s
preferable to remove the surplus water from
the surface of the boards. It should be
kept 1n the case and squeezed out before
using.
the leaves that they may be used without
the ordinary press, by placing the book be-
tween two boards and standing or sitting

thereon.
To use my “self wetting and double

copying tablets and case,” to the best ad-
vantage, the case shouid be kept filled with
water and the tablets and sponge kept
therein.

To copy one letter, put 1t upon a sheet of

part of this specification, and to:

These tablets so thoroughly dampen :

A

oil paper and place them under the leaf of

the copy book, then squeeze the sponge of
water and rub it over the surface of the tab-
let till the surplus water is removed, then
place the tablet upon the leaf and place a

60

sheet of o1l paper over it to keep the book

dry, shut the book and press 1t for about ten

seconds, and upon taking it out a plain,even,
and distinet copy will be found.
To copy two letters, turn a leaf of the

copy book to the left hand side, and place a

letter with a sheet of o1l paper under it,
then turn another leaf of the copy book to
the right hand side, and place a sheet of o1l
paper and the second letter thereunder, then
place a tablet between the two leaves, then
close and press the book.

To copy four letters, turn over the two
leaves and tablet last above mentioned, and
repeat the operation. In the same manner
increase the number COpled by placing the
third or more tablets in the book as is de-
sirable. -

Duplicate copies of a written sheet can be
taken, by placing two leaves of the copy
book over each letter, as the tablets contain
sufficzent dampness to wet through an extra
sheet, 1f left a few moments longer in the
letter press. To prevent the wet leaves from
coming in contact, place a sheet of writing
paper between them.

I am aware that tablets are 1n use made
of wood and metal for copying letters, which
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are dampened by means of a brush or sub-

stitute, and also by dampening the leaves of
the bool with a brush or substitute before
the letters are put therein. I disclaim the
use of any such process, but

What I do claim as of my invention and

desire to secure by Letters Patent, 1s—

1. The application of one, or more, tab-
lets, when kept in a wet state for the pur-
pose of taking copies of wr 1tten letters, and
other documents substantially as described
in the spemﬁcatlon hereto annexed.

2. I claim the use of wood or other sub-
stances, when used as -copying tablets, for

the purposes in manner and form, substan-
tially as aforesaid.

3. T claim the use of the case or substl-
tute, which contains the water and tablets,
when used in connection, for the purposes
substantially as aforesaid.

C. A. WATERBURY.
Witnesses :

W, H. Bismor,
Isaac PoMEROY.
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