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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

N. F. ENGLISH, OF HARTLAND, VERMONT,

HATCHET.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 20,0562, dated April 27, 1858.

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, N. F. E~cuism, of
Hartland, in the county of Windsor and
State of Vermont have invented a new and
usetul Imprm*ement in Hatchets Such as
Have the Claw-Hammer Combined with
Them ; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowmn is a full, clear, and exact description
of the same, reference being had to the
annexed drawings, making a part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1, is a side view of my improve-
ment Tlﬂ“ 2, 18 a top view of ditto.

Similar Jetters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in the two figures.

This invention consists in forming the

~claw on the upper side of the hatchet ad] oln-

ing the eye, so that the face of the hammer
and claw will have nearly the same relative
position as in an ordinary hammer, thereby
rendering the implement much more effica-
cious than either of the ordinary combined
hammer and hatchets hitherto used.

To enable those skilled in the art to fully
understand and construct my invention I
will proceed to describe 1t. -

A, represents the cutting edge of the
hatchet. B, is the hammer face at the oppo-
site end, and C, 1s the handle which is fitted
In. an eye about at the center of the 1mple-
ment. |

The upper or outer edge of the hatchet,
just over the eye or end “of the handle C
has a V-shaped recess a, formed 1n 1it, said
1ecess extendmw longitudinally into the
hatchet so as to leave a lip b, at the upper
edge, said lip being le‘LI‘lC&th to form a
claw as shown clearl ly in Fig. 2. The recess
¢, is made sufficiently large in either direc-
tion, see Kig. 1, so that the heads of nails

may pass between the claw and the body of
the hatchet and be caught by the claw. The

outer edge of the claw b, does not extend

- beyond the line of the outer edge of the cut-

tino edge A, and the claw therefore cannot

11"‘1:61"f€1€5 with the legitimate work of the

hatchet; neither can the hatchet interfere
with the work of the hammer, the implement

being capable of being used equally well in
the C‘ﬂ]i)‘lCltV of either hammer or hatchet.

Implements of this class are principally

‘used by masons and carpenters and are com-'
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monlv termed *shingling” and ‘ mason’

| or “lath” hatchets, the masons using them

for lathing walls 1)161)‘11&1:0157 to plastering
them, as thev can by such an implement cut
the lath the desired length and nail them to
the wall. In shmﬂhno' roofs they are used

to split the %hmrrles and to nail them to the

luth or boards which are secured to the
rafters. The ordinary hatchets for such
purpose are very objectionable. The claw
¢ 1 one kind projects directly from
the face of the hammer, as shown by the
cdotted Iimes Fig. 1, and although advan-
tageous 1s still a great encumbrance. The
tace of the hammer cannot enter recesses,

which 1s often desirable in order to drive
In another kind the claw ‘is

home nails.
formed by cutting a slot 0 i1n the blade of
the hatchet also shown by dotted Ilines.

This however 1s not 2 good arrangement for

drawing nails, as it 1s “difficult to apply the
1mplemult to them, at least 1t cannot be done
with facility.

Having thus described my invention what
I clalm as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is—

Forming the claw b, at the outer edge of

handle O, substantially as and tor the pur-

pose set forth.
N. F. NGLISH.

Witnesses:
JouN CoLBy,
Jane C. CoLny.
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