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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

C. COX,

OF COXVILLE,

NORTH CAROLINA.

IMPROVEMENT IN BREECH-LOADING FIRE-ARMS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 20,041, dated April 27, 1858,

To all whom it may concern:

- Be it known that I, CALvin CoX, of Cox-
ville, in the county of Pitt and State of North
Carohna;, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Fire-Arms; and I do hereby de-
clare that the fo]lowmg is a full, clear, and
exact descpription of the same, ref‘ereuce be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, form-
ing a part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a vertical longitudinal section of
a ﬁre arm with my improvement applied to it.
Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse section of the
same.

Similar letters of reference in each of the
several figures indicate corresponding parts.

The nature of my invention consists in the
arrangement of a blade or cutter in-the rear
part of the breech of the fire-arm, for use in
combination with a bored shdmg cartridge-
carrier and eartridge-magazine, constructed
and arranged in the manner hereinafter speci-
fied.

By thus employing a Dblade the cartridge,
which is supplied from the mwagazine below
the gun-barrel and sliding carrier, can be split
at its rear end in being carried up in line with
the bore of the barrel, and its powder exposed,
$0 as to be readily lgmted by the exploding of
the cap.

Thus splitting the cartridge 1s much prefer-
able to the cutting off of its end, as no waste
material is made, and clogging 1s consequently

prevented, and the escape tfor the powder at |

the opened end, as when cut off completely

almost wholly stopped.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe its construection and operation.

A represents the barrel; B, the breech; C,
the stock; D, the cock; K, the nipple, and F
the trigger. '

G is an ordinary self-supplying magazine,
arranged under the barrel A. This magazine
is supplied with common cartridges a « through
its front end, said cartridges being forced
toward the breech by means of a spring, b,

which is attached to the cap ¢ of the maga- |

zine.
H is the parallel sliding carrier. It 18 fitted

snugly within the space 1, which is cut verti-
cally through the breech, as shown. This

| carrier is bored so as to correspond to the bore

of the magazine and bore of the barrel. It is
pivoted at d to a link, e, of the hinged guard
J, as shown. When this carrieris in the posi-
tion shown in black lines in Fig. 1, its bore
consequently Is receiving a cartridge from the
magazine. When it is in the position shown
in red, its bore is in line with the bore of the
barrel, and the cartridge therefore is in a posi-
tion for being fired.

K is the blade for splitting open the end of
the cartridge. Itis setin the back side of the
wall 7, forming the space I, at such a point
that its upper or eutting end stands above the
upper part of the bore of the cartridge-carrier
when said-carrier 18 in position for receiving
a cartridge. The cutting part or portion of
this blade projects slightly out from the wall
Jf of the space 1, and a groove, ¢, is formed in
the rear end of the carrier for said projecting
part to occupy during the up and down move-
ments of the carrier.
- With the blade K the end of the cartndge |
will be split open perfectly and the powder
exposed. No waste ends of cartridges will be

‘in the way to clog the action of the fire-arm,

very little if any chance for powdel to escape
bemg allowed.

A magazine fire-arm with my 1mpr0vementb
will shoot common ca;rtrldges, and as 1ts ar-
rangement 1s very simple great convenience
in management is secured.

I do not claim the magazine ; neither do I
claim a sliding earrier; nor do Iclcum the com-
bination of both but |

What 1 do clmm as my invention, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, 1s—

The arrangement of a blade or cutter, K,
1n the rear part of the breech of the fire-arm,
for use in combination with a bored sliding
cartridge-carrier and cartridge-magazine, the
whole constructed, arran ged and opera,tmg
in the manner Speclﬁed |

The above specification of my improvement
in fire-arms signed by me this 10th day "of

March, 1858.
CALVIN COX.

Witnesses:
JOS. SUMNEY,
G. YORKE AT LEE.
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