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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOS. HUMPHRIES, OF WASHINGTON,

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

FLOATING ANCHOR AND LIFE-PRESERVER. -

Specification of Leti:ers Patent No. 19,638-, dated March 16, 1858,

1o all whom 1t may concern: .
Be 1t known that I, Joserm I{UWIPI-IRIES

of Washington, in the county of Washmg-
ton, District of Columbia, have mvented a
new and useful improvement in a floating

anchor or drag for the use of vessels to ride
by in heavy gales of wind at sea, to be also
converted into a life-preserver when needed ;
and I do hereby declare that the following

is a full, clear, and exact description of the |

construction, operation, and use of the same,

reference bemcr had to the annexed draw-
| weight 1s suspended, this clamp is held in

1ngs. -
Floure 1 represents the manner 1n which
it is to be secured to the side of the vessel.
Fig. 2 represents the position it takes when
in the water as a floating anchor. I1g. 3
represents the position 1t takes when used
as a life-preserver. -
(@) in the accompanying drawings repre-
sents the anchor or weight mtta,ched (0,)

~ the clamp by which the anchor or Welght 1S
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suspended ; (¢,) the link or trigger by which
the clamp is secured, with a line attached
for letting go the anchor or weilght; (d,)
the '1eshingeby which it is secured to the
side of the vessel; (e,) the cleats on which
it rests on the side of the vessel; (f,) the
bridle with a hawser attached; (g,) the
line attached to the trigger; (ﬁ) the open-
ing in the bread tank; (z¢,) the openmn in
the water tank.

- This floating anchor or drag is con-
structed 1n three sections, A. B. C. of equal
size, and connected together by strong

-hlnoes in such a manner that the Sectlens

will fold in opposite directions. Sections
A. and B. are to be of solid timber or plank
of suflicient thickness and strength. Section
C. is so constructed as to contain within it
two tanks made of tin or other materials
placed lengthwise, perfectly water tight,
they are separated by a narrow piece of
timber, one of those tanks 1s to contain
bread and the other water, and they will
occupy one half of the Spece of the section,
the whole to be covered with sheet iron or
other material, on the bread tank 1is an
opening near the center suﬁﬁmenﬂy large to
admit a biscuit, and secured by a flat screw

lid; the water fanlc has an opening near one
end sufficiently large to allow its being
- promptly filled, this-is secured by a screw

| compoeed of three
strong, their leng:

leg

id ehfiped like a bowl, in the center of this

bowl is inserted a small pipe reaching to
the bottom of the tank and on a level with
the edge of the bowl outside, the mouth of
this pipe to be secured with a cork, &c.
This pipe is intended to facilitate the ex-
traction of water from the tank by suction;

at the ends of each of the eeetmns 1s bolted

a, strong hook, to each of which is Seeured
a leg of the blldle On sectlen A. 1n the

'centel of the lower edge is secured by

eye bolt the clamp by which the a,nchor or

its proper position by a link or trigger se-
cured by a staple or eye bolt, a strong line
15 fastened to this trigger, and leading

from thence through a steple on the top of

section C. along the hawser; this line is for
the purpose of tri pping

the anchor or
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welght; this anchor or weight is attfwhed |

for the purposes of phcme the drag in a
perpendicular position, or so that it will
float edgewise in the water; the bridle is
pleces of 10pe sufficiently

that each leg will bear an equal strain; each
having a thimble spliced in the end SO
that it can be promptly placed on the hook

they are secured in the bight over a leloe_

thimble through which the hawser 1s to
reeve.

the trlppmo line properly secured and led
110110' the hawser; end when the lashings
are eut it will fall in the water and teke

‘the position as shown in Fig. 2.

The utility of this invention for the pres-

ervation of vessels and lives must be obvi-

ous to every one, and the want of such an
article has been swerely felt .in the many

disasters at sea, it occupies but a small space,
~when secured to the vessel, the facility by
which 1t can be brought into use, etther on
vessels that have been dismasted or had
their sails blown away, or by steamers which
through stress of weather are unable to-
carry stea,m the use of this will bring them
head to the sea and ride in comparative

safety; and, in case the vessel should be 1 n

danger of founder; ing, the promptitude in

which 1t can be converted into a life-pre-

ths being so graduated

This ﬂoetmg anchor when required
for use, is to have the weight properly at-
tached, a strong hawser bent to the bridle,
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server capable of supporting many persons,
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and sustaining their lives by means of the When sald dracr 1s used as life preserver,
provisions secured in the tanks; the advan- | substantially as described.

tages of this invention are mva,luqble, 1t 2. The arrangement of the bridle with _
1"6(3011111’1611(218 itself to all sea going ves&ele,_- the device for detaching the weight when 15 .
5 steamers, &c. - used in the manner and for the purpose as <
What I claim as my 111V811t1011 and deswe descrlbed -
tO secure by Lettelq Patent 15 . | JOSEPI_I HUMPHRIES.

1. The floating drag or anchor composed | |
of three parts hinged together two of which W/Vltnesses . . o
10 parts are of solid wood the other part con-| =~  Taomas CHA“\IPION, _. | .
taining receptacles for water and bread | Daxier Kurrss.
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