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1o all whom & may concern :

Be it known that I, J. H. BRECKENRIDGE, of
Meriden, in the county of New Haven and
State of .Connecticut, have invented a mnew
and useful Improvement in Powder-Flasks;
and I do hereby delclare that the following 1s
a fall, clear, and exact description of my said
invention, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which— .

Figure 1 represents an elevation of a pow-
der-flask with my improvement applied there-
to.
~with the upper plate removed, and Iig. 3 is a
vertical section through the same at the line
v x of Fig. 2
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The object of my invention is to permit

charges of powder for fire-arms to be measured
out and charged with greater speed and less
movenient of the fingers of the operator than
has hitherto been customary; and my inven-
tion is particularly applicable to the powder-
flasks used in connection with many - cham-
bered fire-arms where it-is advantageous to be
able to measure out a number of charges of
powder in rapid succession. |

In powder-flasks most generally in use the
quantity of powder necessary for a charge 1s
measured out by means of a tube of the req-
uisite length, which is closed at the end
nearer the flask by a sliding spring-valve or
cut-off, and is open at the opposite end; hence
in measuring out a _charge of powder 1t 18
necessary first to close the open end of the
tube or charger by the finger before opening
the cut-off to permit powder to enter the
charger from the flask.

In charging a series of chambers or barrels
in succession, the movement of the finger and
the corresponding movement of the flask to
permit of this movement of the finger con-
sume a considerable portion of the whole time
required in charging the fire-arm. In order
to obviate this defect, the cut-off A in the
powder-flagk in the accompanying drawings is
formed of a block of metal of suificient size
and thickness to contain a chamber, B, large
enough to hold the charge of powder, and the
chamber is in this instance divided into three
divisions by means of two transverse parti-
tions, ¢ e. This chambered cut-off slides be-
tween two plates, D and I, the one of which,
D, separates it from the flask I, while the
other, If, has secured to it a tube, G, or direct-

Fig. 2 is a plan of the head of the same, .

rix, through which the charge of powder is
poured into the fire-arm. Iach of the plates
has an opening in it, the one, ¢, communicat-
ing with the interior of the flask and the other,
0, with the tube Gj; and the cut-off 1s con-
structed in such manner that it can be slid to
and fro to place its chamber in connection
with each opening; but the two openings are
not opposite to each other, so that when any
division of the chambered cut-off 18 In com-
munication with the one opening it is not in
communication with the other. The cut-off is
guided by causing it to move in a shallow
oroove formed in the inner plate, D. 1t 1s
fitted with a spring, m, which tends to keep it
in such a position that its chamber B commu-
nicates through the opening ¢ with the inte-
rior of the flask and with a thunmb-piece, H,
by which it can be moved to placeits chamber
in communication with the tube G through the
opening o.

When the powder-flask thus described con-
tains powder and is turned head downward,
powder passes into and fills the chamber. i,
then, the nozzle of the tube G be placed in a
ire-arm, and the cat-off be moved by the
pressure of the thumb of the operator on the
thumb-piece H, the divisions of the chamber
are caused to pass in suceession from the open-
ing 4, communicating with the flask, to the
opening o, communicating with the tube G,
and the powder contained in the divisions of
the chamber is permitted to discharge itself
through the tube into the fire-arm. The re-
laxation of the pressure of the thumb permits
the cut-off to spring back again and receive a
new charge of powder {rom the flask, which,
by the pressure of the thumb, may be again
discharged ; hence in this powder-flask the
movement of the thumb alone is sufficient to
measure out a charge of powder, and if aseries
of barrels or a series of chambers are to be
charged in succession no more movement of
the flask is required than what 18 necessary to
transfer the tube from one barrel or one chams-
ber to another. |

As the chamber of the cut-off 1s divided by
partitions, the powder in each division 1s en- °
tirely cut off or separated from that in the
flask before it begins to pass to the fire-arm,
thus diminishing the risk of accidentally ex-
ploding the latter by the communication of
fire, This division of the chamber also per-
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mits the holes in the two plates to be placed !

more nearly opposite each other than they

would have to be if the chamber were not di-

vided, for in the latter case the cut-off would
have to be moved a greater distance before the
communication between any portion of the
powder in it and that in the flask was cut off,
- A less movement of the cut-off is therefore

necessary, and the head of the flask may con-

sequently be made of smaller size. The di-

vision of the chamber also permits an easy

arrangement for varying the quantity of pow-
der charged. Thus a set-screw may be placed

opposite to the thumb-piece, so as to limit the
movement of the cut-off, and thus permit but
one or two divisions of the chamber to be
placed in communication with the opening
into the tube, instead of the whole.

It is evident that my invention may be ap-
plied and constructed in a variety of ways
without affecting its principle, and I propose
to vary its construction as circumstances may
render expedient. -

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

The combination of a chambered cut - off,
constructed and operating substantially as
herein set forth, with a receptacle or flask and
a delivery-tube, the whole constituting an ap-
paratus for charging fire-arms.

J. H. BRECKENRIDGE.
Witnesses:

R. H. FOSTER,
HIRAM FFORTER.
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