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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

ALBERT GEMUNDER, OF SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUS

ETTS.

SPRING-GUN,

ekl

Specification of Letters Patent No., 19,086, dated January 12, 1858.

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, ALBErT GEMUNDER,
of Springfield, in the county of Hampden
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, have in-
vented a new and Improved Mode of Con-
structing Spring-Guns for Destroying Wild
Animals and other Pur poses; and I do here-
by declare that the follownw 15 a full and
exact description thereof, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings and to
the letters of reference marked thereon.

My 1nvention consists; in attaching to the

-muzzle of a gun or pistol barrel a cylindrical
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cap, fitting upon the barrel like the ring of
a bayonet, (I1gures 1 and 6.) To the outer
extremity of this cylinder a strong spiral
wire 1s attached, i the manner indicated

in Fig. 1, a, or bv any other suitable method,

the end bemo sharpened to a point, so that it
may penetr ate and be screwed into the meat
or other bait by which the prey 1s to be at-
tracted. The diameter of the spiral must
be greater than the bore of the gun, to allow
the ball to pass through 1t when the gun 1s
discharged, (Fig. 2.) The cylinder 1s ad-
Justed to the barrel by a guiding pin upon
the barrel (Fig. 3, 2,) moving in a corre-
sponding slit in the cylinder (I‘lﬂ* 1, b.)
The barrel 1s furnished with a cone, on
which the percussion cap 1s placed (Fig.
3, 0.)

"The oun 1s dlSGh‘“lI‘f}‘Bd by means of the
followmo arlangement The hammer (Fig.

3, ¢) 18 attached to the under side of a thin
strlp or spring of steel, (I'ig. 3, d,) the end
of the spring most remote from the hammer
being fastened to a projection or shoulder
of the barrel, as seen 1n Fig. 3, e. At the
other end, the Spring extends far enough be-
yond the ‘hammer to allow the lever, here-
after described, to be placed under it. It
then curves upward and over, to form a
finger rest by which to raise it in setting or
cocking the gun, (Fig. 3, f.)

To set or cock the oun, a lever 1s placed
behind the curve, at mo*ht angles with the
barrel when at 1est and movi Ing upon a
flat surface on the Qide of the bqrrel cut
away so as to recerve 1t, (Fig. 3, ¢.) "The
fulerum of the lever is a screw or pin (Fig.
4, a,) fixed into a projection or shoulder of
the barrel, rising from it, behind the cone,
(Fig. 3, A.) At its upper end the lever

projects or bends over the barrel, to form
a rest for the hammer spring, when the gun

is set, (F1g. 4, 6.) At the lower end of the
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lever a rod is attached, to connect it with the
baiting cylinder, (I 10's 5 and 6.)
extends along the bmrel and 1ts outer end
is bent back in the form of an oblong hook,
(Fig. 5.) through which a thumb screw
(I‘lg 1, e) attached to the cylinder 1s ad-
mitted edcrewise, and the thumb screw 1is
then turned across the hook, fastening it,
as seen 1n If1g. 6. When the gun is set the
hammer spring 1s raised, and the upper "end
of the lever placed beneath it. - This drs AWS
the rod backward so that the hooked end
touches the thumb screw.

The gun 1s discharged by the animal seiz-
ing the bait and attemptmg to withdraw
it. The cylinder 1s drawn toward the
muizzle, the thumb screw taking the lever
rod with it, thus disengaging the upper end
of the lever from the spring “and letting the
hammed tall on the cap. The ball 1s dis-

charged through the spiral wire, with force

cufficient to pass through the bait and kill
the prey. To Iegulate the force necessary
to discharge the gun, I place a setting screw
behind the lower or longer arm of the lev er,
passing it through a p10]ect10n from the
barrel, (Fig. 6, a) This determines the ex-
tent to which the upper end of the lever
shall set under the hammer spring, and
consequently the force necessary to with-
draw it.

In loading the gun and attaching the
bait to the cyhndel 5t will be more safe and
convenlent to take the cylinder off.

The barrel, with its several projections or
shoulders, may be cast whole, and both that
and the baltmcr cylinder may be of malle-
able iron. The spring, cone, and lever
should be of steel and the setting and thumb
screws of any suitable metal.

In baiting the gun, it will be well to
screw the bait well up to the muzzle to pre-
vent the smell of the powder from escaping,
as most animals instinctively avoid it. Still
further to conceal or disguise the gun, as
well as to keep it dry, it mayv be placed
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within a covering of india rubber or the -

stuffed skin of an animal or bird or other
device suitable for the purpose.

The breech end of the gun should be fur-
nished with some contuvance for fasten-
ing 1t, when set, as seen in Fig. 3, L.

Descr iption of figures mflo' 1 is a per-
spective view of the cylinder. I‘10‘ 2, shows
the muzzle of the gun, as seen throucrh
the spiral baiting wire. Kig. 3, shows the
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