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Zo all whom it may concern

Be it known that I, Wirriam T. CLEMENT,
of Shelburne Falls, in the county of Franklin
~and State of Massachusetts, have invented a
new and Improved Mode of Attaching Scythes
to Snaths; and I do hereby declare that the
- following is a full, clear, and exact description
of the same, reference being had to the an-
nexed drawings, making a part of this specifi-
cation, in which— |

Kigure1 is a longitudinal section of the butt
of a snath, my improvement being applied to
1t and also bisected. z x, Fig. 2, indicate the
plane of section. Fig.2 is an external view of
the same, the loop being bisected, as indicated

by thelineyy, Fig. 1. Fig. 3is atransverse sec- |

tion of the same, taken in the line 2 2z, Fig. 2.
. Nimilar letters of reference indicate corre-

sponding parts in the several figures.

My inventionconsistsinsecuring the *“tang?”
or ‘“shank?” of the scythe to an adjustable
~ plate by means of a loop and screw, the plate

‘being pivoted to the butt of the snath, and
- the several parts so arranged, as will be here-
inafter described, that the scythe may be not
only firmly secured to the snath, but also ad-
justed or set. at varying angles with 1t, as cir-
~cumsfances may require.

To enable those skilled in the art to fully
understand and construct my invention, I will
proceed to describe it. - |

A represents the butt of a snath, which is
chamfered at one side, and has a metallic fer-
rule, B, fitted on its end in the usual way.

In the ferrnle and snath a loop, C, is fitted.
The form of this loop is distinetly shown in
Fig. 3. Itsinnersideor end, a, 1t will be seen,
approaches a V form, and a socket, b, is made
at the angle of the inner side, said socket hav-
ing an internal screw-thread, in which a screw,
¢, passes. The screw ¢ passes through a me-
tallic tube, d, which is fitted in the snath A,
and the outer end of the screw has a head, e,
formed on it. The loop C is fitted in a recess,
~ Jymade in the snath. This recess is shown
clearly in Fig. 3. |

Yo the chamfered side of the snath a metal-
lie plate, D, is attached by a pivot or screw, ¢,
- the plate being allowed to work freely on said
- pivot. The outer end of the plate D extends

- through the eye or loop C, and a notch or re-

cess, 2, 1s made in each side of the plate, near
its outer end, so as to allow a sufficient length
or degree of vibration within the loop or eve.
The inner end of the plate D has a hole, t, made
through it, and a segment or earved recess, 7
1s made in the snath directly in line with the
hole ¢ in the plate. The outer end of the plate
D is slotted longitudinally, as shown at K.

I represents the tang or shank of a scythe.
The tangisof the usual form,having a “eclaw,”
¢, at its end. The scythe is secured to the
snath by placing the tang through the loop C,
the tang being against the plate D, and its
claw ¢ placed in the hole 4, the claw passing
into the curved recess j. The plate D is then
turned on its pivot, or adjusted so that the
scythe will be brought to the proper relative
position with the snath, and the loop C is then,
by turning the screw ¢, clamped firmly against
the tang K near its junction with the scythe.
The scythe is thereby firmly secured to the
snath. |

I would remark that the plate D may be se-
cured to the snath by the ordinary heel-ring
and key. Other devices may also be employed ;
but the loop and screw herein described is de-
cidedly superior to any mode hitherto devised
for the purpose.

I am aware that a loop has been previously

‘used for securing the tang to the snath; but

the loop was provided with a shank, which
passed entirely through the snath, and had a
nut on its end, said nut being fitted on a serew.

formed on the end of the shank. The objec-

tion to this mode of adjusting the loop is that
the end of the shank projects beyond the butt
of the snath and catches the grass, and is a
source of great annoyance to the operator.
By my arrangement it will be seen that the
head ¢ only projects beyond the snath, the end
of the screw working through the socket b, so

| that the loop Cmay be drawn in or forced out

from its recess f without having any projec-

‘tion at the side of the butt or snath, except the

head e. In my improvement the loop may be
made of malleable east-iron, which reduces the
cost very materially. In my improvement
there 1s no danger of any of the parts being
lost. No nuts are required to be removed or

unscrewed in order to adjust the seythe. The
i slot & in the plate D allows of the ready inser-
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tion of the tang I8 through the loop G, the claw | loop €, and screw ¢, when arranged substan-
tpassing in said slot as the tang is passed | tially as described, for the purpose specified.
within the loop. | | '
Having thus described my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters Witnesses:
Patent, 15— WM. S. HEATH,
The combination of the adjustable plate D, | FREDERIC A. BULL.

WILLIAM T. CLEMENT.
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