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"To all wham it mc}:y concern.: _
- Be it known'that I, I‘IELDN O TRAPHAGE‘W

“Wear;

UN ITED STATEb PATENT OFFICE -----

E:ELEN C. TRAPHAGEV OI‘ NEW YORK \I Y

LADY’S SKIRT.

—

- 'fsi:iecif c'a,t'ioni of Letters :Eatént No. 17, 241, da,ted May "5 ‘1857'

of the city, county, and State of New Ym’x
have invented a new and useful Improve-

‘ment in Skirts or Petticoats for Ladies’
and T do hereby declare that the fol-
-lowmo* 1s a full and exact description of the
same, 1eference being had.to the accompany-
1ng drawmos and to the letters of refweuce‘

mqued thereon

The nature of my invention ccmsmtg 50
“attaching to the body of a skirt or petti-
coat a series of air-tight tubes to be inflated
with air for the purpose of expanding the
surface of the skirt to give a “set” to the
 dress similar to that eff ected by the use of |

~ hoops, cords and other devices now in use.

- muslin or any of the other materials 118111111?.

 pervious to air.

30

- .
- to the bod

the wearer.

The accompanying drawing pleSentS a
- perspective view of the sLllt Wlth its at-
- 20 |

tached air tubes.
A is the body of the slﬂrt made Of hnen

employed for the purpose, and of such size

and shape as may suit the requirements of
B, B” B B a series of air-

tight tubes, formed of rubber cloth, oiled

silk or other sulta,ble_ material that is im-
Each of the three lower

tubes is made equal in length to the circum-

ference of the portion of the skirt to which

it is attached for the purpose of giving to

. the skirt its full measure of expansion and
R spleftd ‘while the upper one is cut off for

‘a portion of its length to permit the upper

p‘lrt of the skirt. to be opened and spreac
~apart the more readily to be placed upon |
o The tubes may be
- attached to and held in place upon the body
of the skirt by gumming them to the cloth'
or inclosing them in a piece of cloth sewed
of the skirt or by any other"

the body of the wearer.

means tlmt may be pl"eielred |
C, ¢, C”, are a series of vertlcal tubes-——--

made of the same material as the other
tubes—to connect the tubes B, B” B’” B’
.together and Whlch opens mto them, s0

'COII

| that the whole of the tubes may be inflated
and expanded at one operation. D a stop-
valve, closing air-tight, through which the

tubes are inflated b *111 blown from the
mouth—when they -are properly filled the

ing of the valve.
T do not confine myself to the 1se of any

particular number of horizontal tubes, nor

50 *

valve is closed and the alir is retained and
ined in them until released by the open- '
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to the use of the vertical connec:tmo tubes,

as the horizontal tubes may
pendent of each other, and be filled and ex-
panded separately by 1)1‘1(3111 a stop Valve

‘on each one of them.

be used inde-

The purpose of e‘{p%nsmn eff ected b my

improvement 18 now attained by the use of

appliances, some of which are objectionable

| on account of their rigidity and others on
‘account of their weight being oppressive to

cords, hoops, canes, steel springs and other

65

the wearer, which ob]ectmns are evidently

overcome bV my improvement, as it 1s not -
only much lighter in weight than those in
‘which the articles named are used, but is
also perfectly elastic in ‘its conformation

and can be compressed together with slight

return to its original posmon on the removal
of the pressure, and does not discompose

“or disarrange the dress of the wearer when

effort by its wearer in case of mud, and Wﬂl' o

sitting down with 1t, and can be folded and

'p‘wked up In a small space when not in use
by permitting the air to escape from thef

tubes by opening the stop valve..

What I claim as my invention and desme -

to secure by Letters Patent is—
‘The attachment of a

[

tubes are

- H. C. TRAPHAGE\T
WVltnesses o
B J. W. GREDN,
- I'rancis S. Low.

series of air-tight
-tubes to the body of a sknt or pettlcoat to
expand and set out the skirt when the said
lled with alr, as and for the pur- _
_poses herem set forth. ”
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