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- aside view of'a picket fence with my improve-

PatenT OFFICE.

. EZRA COLE, OF FAIRFIELD, MICHIGAN.

. | " PROVED PO RTA BLE FlELD'-.FENCE.

' Specification fo.fming rart of _Letﬂters 'Patﬁént Nb,.l"-.‘?, 201, dated Ma'y 5, 1857,

- To all whony it may concern: -

~ Beltknown that I, EzrA COLE, of Fairfield,
Lenawee county, and State of Michigan, have
invented a new and useful Improvement in
Portable Farm - Fences; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and ex-
~ actdescription of the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawin

- of this'specification, in which— _

~ Figure 1 is'a side elevation of several panels
of a panel farm-fence constructed after my in-
vention. The redlinesshow the necessary po-
sition of the panels in order to lock them to-
gether and to the posts. Fig. 2is a horizontal
section of two of the panels in the position
shown by red lines in Fig. 1. - Fig. 8is a hori-
zontal section of three panels in the position
- shown in Dblack lines in Fig. 1. Fig. 4is 2
plan of a portion of the upper rail.. Fig. 5 is

ment. The red lines show the necessary posi-

tion of the sections in order to lock them to-

~ gether and to the posts. - Fig. 6 is a horizon-

- tal section of the same in the position shown
by red lines in Fig. 5. | ' -

- Similar letters of reference in cach of the

- 8everal figures indicate corresponding parts.

My inveéntion enables afarmer toreadilyand |

firmly put together the sections of panel and
- picket fences without the aid of nails, clasps,
~or other fastenings, and to separate the same
Wwith great facility when it is desired to trans-.
port or use the same to make a yard or other
small inclosure. - S
Thenature of myinvention cousists in a post,
for use in connection with suitably-constructed
panel or picket sections of a fence, formed of

two thin planks; one of said planks being ar- |
ranged on the one side of a transverse sill and |

the other on theopposite side of the same, and

one bearing, when the sections are locked to- |

gether, against tlie inner face of one of the see-
tions and the other against the outer face of
- the adjoining section. R -

To enable others skilled in the ar} to make |
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
- sceribe its construction and operation. . -
- A represents the sills of the fence. They
rest on rocks or other suitable foundations.

B’ B*are thetwo planksof thepost B. They | _ i h
enables them to act as stops against the sides

‘are formed by sawing a board diagonally from.

gs, forming part |

B brjoadesb ends to thesides of the sill, dne'béing
natled to the inside. and the other to the out- .

side of the same in such relation to each other
that a space .exists between their edge about -

half the width of the sill, whilea space the fall
width of the sill exists between their face or

-C Care sectioﬁs of a panel fence.” The rails
@ ¢ of the panel-sections are tied together at

‘their ends by means of vertical tie-strips b D,

which at their lower ends, with the lower rails,

¢ ¢, are cut out or notched, as seen at d, so as

to fit over the edges of the sills. _ .
- I I are the capping-pieces of the sections.

‘They extend from the center of the width of
one of the tie-strips to the center of another,

as shown in Fig. 4, so as to form a joint at the
center of said strips, as shown in Fig. 1.

- I'be picket - sections of the fence are very
{ similar to ordinary sections of such fences,they |
only being different in this respect: the ends
of upper and lower tie-pieces are cat away for

one-half their thickness, so that they may be
scarfed together, and their faces made tostand

flush with oneanother, as shown in Fig. 6, and -
the end of the base-boards e¢ ¢ only extend to
the sills, as shown in Fig. 5, while the lower

cross-ties extend entirely across the same, and
a vertical strip, f, being nailed on the inside of
every other section,said stripsserving as stops,
which, In connection with the last pickets of

“each section, bear against the sides of the post
and hold the sections together in the same-

manner as-1n the panel fence. : L

-~ The manner of putting together and sepa-
rating the sections of this fence is as follows:

To put the sections of a panel fence together,
16 18 simply necessary at the commencement to
take two sections and insert one end of each,
while standing diagonally across one of the
sills, through the space between the planks of
the posts in a manner to overlap one another,
care being taken to have the bottom rail or -

base-board rest on the sill, as illustrated by

red lines in Fig. 1 and by black lines in Fig. 2. 7

T'his being done, the two sections are turned

at right angles to the sills and. lowered to the
position shown in black in Figs.1and 3. By
thus turning and lowering the sections the end
strips are caused to assume a position which

endtoend. Theseplanks areattached by their | of the post in such a manner, as seen in Fig. 3,




thab 1t will be 1111p0$51b1e for the sections to

- separate unless they be raised and turned di-
. agonal to the sill.

The turning of the posts
W hlle the sections are properly locked is pre-
vented by the shoulders formed on the extremi-
ties of the rail or base-board, and the sections
are prevented from rising separately owing to

- the tie-piece of one section coming under the-

capping-piece of another, and vice versa.
- The operation of puttmﬂ‘ together the sec-
tions of picket fence.is the same as the ﬂbOVE,

~ one of the pickets serving as the stop of one

section, while the vertical strip f serves as the
_stop for the other section.

To take down the sections for tmnspmtatlen
or use as asmall yard, 1t 18 8i mply necessary to
raise the sections, so as to bring the bottom of

the base-board even with the. t0p of the sill,

and then to turn the sections diagonal to the
- silland draw them outfrom betweenthe plauks

 ofthe post.

This method of eonstluctmcr fences is very

cheap and economlcel yet a, fence of tlns char- |

acter placed upon a raised foundation and fast-

ened down upon the same by driving pickets

¢ g into the ground will be as firm and- dura-.
ble as if constructed on any of the old plans,
which do ot afford the facilities for ready tak-
ing down and setting up which it does.

What I claim as my invention, and desire to

secure by Letters Patent, is—

The post B, for use 1n connection with plcket _
or panel sections C C of a fence, formed of two

‘thin planks, B’ B’, one of said planks being ar-

ranged on the one side of a transverse sill, A,
and the other on the oppositeside of the Same,

| and one bearing, when the sections arelocked

together, against the inner face of one of the
sections and the other against the outer face
of the adjoining section, substantially as and
for the purposes set fmth

_ EZRA COLE.
Witnesses: o |

RoBT. W. FENWICK,
- FREDK. MATHYS.
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