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THOMAS MOTLI‘Y OI‘ BROOKLY

NEW YORI\. S

MODE OF CONSTRUCTING LETTERS FOR SIGNS &o

Spemﬁcatmn of Letters Patent No 17 167 da,ted Aprll 28 1857

To ol wkom it ma;y concern:

tain new and useful Improvements in Let-

icatlon and drawings.

S To enable others skilled in the art to make
SRR and use my frame or skeleton letters I will
- proceed to describe their construction and
 referring to the drawings in which the same

' letters 111dloate Tike perts in-each of the
S figures, Figure 1 1eprese11ts a, skeleton frame

o f-__-formmO‘ the letter H, Fig.

~ the same cut through the 1111e 4, 4, I1g. 3,
. 1s a skeleton of the letter I, a,nd I‘:w 4, a

section of the same throu0h the 11ne Y Y

20

. around
. upon a sign board or wa.

s _
~  the letter may be fastened to the s1gn board
© - or wall. This letter H, is shown n seotlon'

EEET

85

~ The nature of my nvention and 1mprove-;
© ments in letters for signs of various kinds,
~~also for numerals, oonsmts in forming the
25
S '--'-:;_*___ton frame, open both front and back or en-

- tirely through,

outline of the letter or numeral of a Skele-

the outSlde
fmmes Whlch form the

Il to form a sign. -
In the accompanying drawings a skeleton

:.: ) frame of the letter H, 1s shown at F1g

perforated for the nails or Sorewe by which

through the line Z, Z, in. I‘lo 2,

B, Fig. 8,is a skeleton fI“lIIle of the letter-._ '
I, prowded with ears by which it may be
- fastened as heretofore desorlbed a seotlon'
AL of this letter is shown in Fig. o
~ The skeleton frames: of the lettere ebove
R i-.j_.represented and deseribed and ‘such others
= as are desired may
e -zmo, brass or of Suoh other metals or com-.
e poeltlons of metals as will answer the pur- |
. pose; and the ears by which they are to be
Sel g festened may be made to project into the

‘be made of cast iron,

SRR skeleton freme as shown by dotted hnes at |-
0, Fig. 1, ‘instead of bemg made upon the
LRV _outs;lde as heretofore described.
- - The skeleton frame of the letter I as |
. shown in Fig. 5, and in section Fig. 6, may_
55 be made of thin wrought or sheet :metal and
R ,j-_'soldered or rlveted together Wherever 1t 1S

‘Be it known that I, THOMAS MOTLEY, of
the city of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings |
and State of New York, have invented cer-

R ons, &c., called “ Motley’s Frame |
EHEE orSkeletonLetters ” and I do hereby declare |

that the same are deserlbed and represented
R 111 the following speci

2, 18 a section of-

o so that the frame forms a |
 shade in the body of the letter as well as

when the skeleton:
letters are fastened'

-acter.

-o FFI@E

neoessary to umte the dlﬁerent POI'tlons o f,' S

the frame or the ears with the frame. I
'eontemplate that these skeleton frames of
letters may be made part of cast and part
of wrought metal riveted, soldered or other-
wise fastened together as may be most con-

60 -

venient; when made entirely of cast metal

heretofore used:

tive effect than letters painted on a flat sur-
face. And further these skeleton fr AINeS

totally unskilled in the art of letterlng

Lettele and . nomerals made as- a,bove de-

I obtained a patent in Encr]la,lid No.

price

| they welgh less than half as much as the
cast - iron block. letters- . 65
thereby reducing the cost - fifty per cent T
Besides bemc-' open entirely through from .

| front to beck they produce a more attrac- B

0
‘may be painted di: ferent colors by a novice,

signs; that is the outsides of the skeleton o
frames may be painted one color and the

| Inside another and the board inclosed by
Figs. 5 and 6 represent a freme or skeleton:.

- TR 'of the letter I, and a section of the same.

s
‘the frame a third color, thereby enablmg o
| tradesmen and others to ohenfre the colors

and appearance of thelr signs th a very'
_'Small expense. -

80
scribed are peculiarly adapted for thenames
of streets and the numbers of houses on
account of their cheapness and durability.
These skeleton frame letters can be made
‘and sold for about one third of the
charged for wooden block letters which last =~
| but a short time while the skeleton frame -
| letters being made of metal will last for eges N

, | without belng sensibly impaired.
provided with four ears A, A, which are

85

ey
.-1080 on the 16th of December 1852 for im- -
-provements in tablets, letters, .and figures =~
| for numbers of streets and houses, in which
I state that tablets, letters and ﬁﬂ“ures may,

when desired, hanve a very agreeable orna- 95 -

mental eﬁeet given to them by placing be-

fore them a plate perforated with trellis
| work consisting of circular ‘openings, cross .
{ bars, or any perforations of a suitable char-
When the letters are hollow this.

100
‘ornamental plate must be so formed as to

render an ornamental open work letter, fio-
ure, or device; and when the letters, ﬁg*uree, '

‘or devices are raised the plate must be so
formed as to leave the ornamental open

‘work between the lettere figures, or devices.
Now what I mean by

105

It ‘hollow letters” is,

’..- o

cross bars or other suitable perforet1one, o
_-therefore I dlsola,lm suoh letters 80 fer as .

letters with I'ELISBd edges projecting from a

solid ‘back or from a back of perfom’red- B
trellis work, consisting of circular openings,

110




| my present application for a patent is con-

" 10

cerned.

I believe I have descrlbed and represented
my improvements in letters and numerals
for signs, so as to enable any person skilled
1 the art to make and use them. I will now

- state what I desire to secure by Letters Pat-
~ent to wit: . .

I claim—

The new manufacture of frame or skele- |

e - 17,167

ton letters descrlbed that is the outline of

each letter or numeral is formed of a skele-
ton frame open. both front and back or en-
tirely through; as shown in Flg 1 of the
drawmgs

| THOMAS MOTLEY.

- Witnesses: - ' '
- Asa SHOVE,

JAMES HoOLLINGSHEAD.
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