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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICEL.

CALVIN ADAMS, OF OAK HILL, NEW YORK.

KEEPER FOR RIGHT AND LEFT HAND DOOR-LOCXKS.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 16,676, dated February 24, 1857%.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Catvixn Apans, of
Oak Hill, in the county of Greene and State
of New York, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in the Keepers of
Right and Left, or “Janus-Faced,” Door-
Locks; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, making a part of
this specification, In which—

Figure 1 represents in perspective one ot
the locks in question, with the keeper. Iig.
9, represents a view from the edge of the
lock, showing the keeper in section, and also
showing in red lines, the position of the
keeper when turned over or upside down to
make it and the lock, applicable to a right

or left hand door, as may be required.

Similar letters of reference, where they
occur in the separate figures, denote like
parts of the lock and keeper, 1n both.

Letters Patent of the United States were
ogranted to John P. Sherwood, on the 17th
December 1842, and afterward extended,
for seven years from and after the expira-
tion of the first term, viz: to the 17th De-
cember 1863, for an improvement, 1n what
are now known as, “Janus-faced” Jocks—
that is, for locks that were equally applica-
ble to a right and left hand door. But in
the lock thus patented to said Sherwood,
the bolt had to be taken out of the lock, and
turned over, to change it from a right to a
left hand lock, and vice versa, and the lock
again put together, which was easy enough
for a carpenter, or mechanic to do, but not
so for one who was not a mechanic, or had
not the necessary tools to do it with. DBe-
sides, these Janus-faced locks, are, what 18
known as, cheap locks, that is to say, of cast
iron, almost entirely; and the case and
plates are so cast, as to hold the parts, by
simply laying them in their places, and
screwing the case and plates together, and
this is a main feature in their cheap produc-
tion. When an Inexperienced person un-
dertook, to open such a lock, 1n order to
turn over the bolt, the parts would drop
out, or get out of place—more especially the
spring, which threw the bolt, and was only
laid into its position, and not Tfastened ex-
cept by the plates of the lock. The object in
turning the bolt over in the lock, or upside
down, was that, the bevel on the bolt, should

come right for the keeper; and this involved

without opening,

the unscrewing, opening, turning the bolt,

and then screwing together again of the
lock. '

The object of my invention 1s to avoid all
this trouble, and still make the lock adapt-
able to the right or left hand door. This I
have done, and it 1s this special improve-
ment on Sherwood’s lock, that makes the
Janus - faced lock, so desirable. My im-
provement cannot be considered as a slm-
ple change of parts, to eflect the same pur-
pose, because 1n preserving all the benefit of
the Sherwood lock, 1T avoid all its objec-
tions. Sherwood made a lock, which after
1t left the factory, and was in the hands of
the consumer, had to be opened, altered, or
changed to adapt it to its special place. 1
take Sherwood’s lock and so improve its
parts, without adding to its cost, as that 1t
1s ready when 1t leaves the factory, to go
into any door whether a right or left hand
door. |

The nature of my Invention may be
summed up as follows, viz: The use of a blunt

bolt, and beveled keeper, in connection with

a double, or Janus faced lock, so that the
said lock, when put together in the factory,
shall be ready for a right or left hand door,

altering, or changing any
of 1ts parts.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe the same with reference to the draw-
1ngs.

A represents the case of the lock, and B,
the face plate, both finished, so as to go onto
the door either side out. C, C, the handles.
The interior and exterior of the lock, may be
like Sherwoods in every respect,—I claim
nothing within the lock at all. And the
only change I make in any part of the lock,
1s to make its bolt D, blunt, (as shown 1n
the drawings)—I mean that end of the bolt
which protrudes from the lock case.
word blunt, I mean, with just enough finish
on its end and corners, to take off the sand
marks, and to dress up the bevel usunally al-
lowed for drawing the pattern from the
sand. Otherwise 1t might be square. DBut

my improvement consists mainly in the
keeper K, when used with the blunt bolt, and
double faced lock. The edge and face of
the keeper, we furnished with a long bev-
eled plane F, so that whichever end of the
keeper is placed upward on the door frame,
the bolt D, which 1s always on the upper
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part of the lock will strike against said bev-
eled surtace. By so constr uctmﬂ the keeper,
a lateh piece or bolt that 1s blunt on its outer
end may be forced back as readily as a com-
mon beveled latch by 1ts ordinary keeper.

I am perfectly aware that, a short in-
clined plane has been used on a keeper, over
which a drop-lateh will rise, but such keep-
ers can only be used with ]ust such a door
as they are specially made for, and no others
and L therefore lay no claim to any such
keepers. My bolt or latch piece, 1s a slid-

1ng one, that 1s moving endwise in and out
_Oi the case.

Tt is so of necessity, so that

the lock can be made available for either

kind of a door; and my keeper can be turned

either end up, and still catch the bolt.
These two changes, which do not add at all
to the original cost 'of the lock, preserves the
leading property of the lock, and avoid the
necessuy, as 1n Sherwood’s 10(:11 of opening,
unscrewing, turning the bolt, or 1n any man-
ner changing the locl or any part of 1t, af-
he factory

I amm not aware that, a keeper has ever
before been made, that could be put on the
door either end up, and still catch a bolt or
latch piece that was always put on the door
1n a speclal manner. I am satisfied that, no
Janus faced lock, ever has been made that
would fit either a right or left hand door,
without some change of its parts, before T
devised the kee'aer, for which I now ask a
patent, and made the bolt blunt, or without
a bevel, as herein stated.

My invention may be deemed but an im-
provement upon Sherwood’s lock, and must
be held subject to his patent. This is prob-

ably the case, for without Sherwood’s inven-
tion, my 1mprovement would be of little
”V“llue but the same may be said with great
t]:uth of my improvement, for without 1t,

r

the lock as Sherwood devised it, was not
economlcal in the particulars pomted out.
There may be a difference of opinion, as to
what my improvement consists 1n, but that
1t 1s an 1mprovement, and a valuable one,
there can be no doubt, when the ob]ectlons
it obviates ave considered. If my improve-
ment consists in merely changing the bevel
from the bolt to the keeper, it Would still,
not come under what is termed “a mere
change of parts to produce the same effect”

becauue the chann*e obviates the taking of

the lock apart, or in any way (311(1110'1110 any
part of the lock or keeper, after they are
put together in the factory. If it consists
in the form or shape of the keeper so that
1t will receive the lock and latch bolts both,
regardless of which of its end are upper-
most, it is still important in connection with
the blunt bolt and double faced lock. 1T
shall therefore claim the beveled keeper in
combination with a blunt bolt, and double
faced, or right, and left hand, loca: though
not feehnﬂ certain but that the claim should
rest upon “the keeper alone.

Having thus fully described the nature of
my inv mtlon and pointed out wherein it
differs from any other things known for a
similar purpose,

What 1 claim therein as new and desire
to secure by Letters Patent 1s,

The use of a beveled keeper such as de-
scribed, when employed in connection with
a double-faced lock having a blunt bolt, so
that the lock may be used on a right or left
hand door, without changing any of its
parts, as herein set forth.

CALVIN ADAMS.

Witnesses:
Wi, Pappock,
War. De W,
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