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IMPROVEMENT IN FORMING JOINTS OF SHEET METAL.

Speecification forming part of Letters Patent No. 16,337, dated Janunary 6, 1857,
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To all whom it may concern:

face of the bar D. To the outer end of the

Be it known that I, J. J. LAUBAcH, of | arm H a pendent bar, I, is connected by a

Easton, in the county of Northampton and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Machines for Clos-
ing the Locks of Sheet-Metal Plates; and Ido
hereby declare that the followmﬂ' is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being had to the annexed drawings,
making a part of this specification, in which—

I‘wme 1 is a side view of my 11111}r0vemeut
Fig. 2 is an end view of the same.

bnmlal letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the two figures. -

My invention consists in mttachmﬂ* a Press-
ure-roller to the ordinary machine used for
closing the locks of sheet-metal plates, said
pr Lssule roller being attached to a swinging
bar, and arranged as will be hereinafter fully
shown and described, whereby the locks are
pressed zmmedlately after being closed and
before the ph,tc“; are removed from the ma-
chine.

' To enable those skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
seribe its construction and operation.

A represents a base, to which an Uprlﬂht
B, is attached, and C Iep1esent&a a horizontal.
baa. attached to the upright B, said bar form-
1ng the bed on which thelock of the platesare
placed.

D represents a hmmont‘al bar qtt%ched to the
upper end of the upright B, .the bar D being
- paraliel with the bar C.

E représents a rack - bar, Whlch' works
through the upright B. This rack-bar has a
roller, I, fitted in one end of it, theperlphery
of said roller being graoved and resting npon
the bar C. A pinlon, I, gears into the rack-
bar, said pinion being fitted in the upright B,
and having its axis e*ctendmn* through the up-
right, and a cerank, G, aftfl,ched to its end.

H represents a. homzoutm arm attached to
the end of the rack-bar ‘above the roller F.

This arm has a friction-roller, a, placed upon |
if, sald roller bearing agal pst the under sur- !

|

hinge or joint, b, said hlnge or joint being so

‘formed that the bar I is allowed to swing in-

ward or- toward the upright B, but not out-
ward or from it. T'o the lowér end of the bar

I a roller, J; is fitted.

The 0perab10n is as follows: The edges of
the sheet-metal plates (showninblue)arebent
in the usual manner by any of the machines
now used for that purpose, and the edges of
the sheets or plates being locked the lock 1s
placed upon the bar C, the roller F being pre-
viously moved back near the upright B. The
roller I is then moved forward,orinthe direc-

tion indicated by.arrow 1, and the edges of

the roller bear upon the sheets or plates at
each side of the lock and close it, the roller
not pressing or acting upon the lock in conse-
quence of the bar I belng allowed to move in-
ward. When the lock is closed its whole:
length,the motion of the rack-bar is reversed,
and as the bar moves backward, or in the d1-
rection of arrow 2,the roller J bears upon the-
upper surface of the lock and compresses it.
The rack-bar E and roller F, arranged as
herein shown, are well known, ‘md commonly -
used for closmn* ‘thelocks; but the locks have
been heletofore compr essed by hand with a
mallet after being removed from the machine.

By my improvement the locks-are compressed

before being removed from the machine and

| immediately after they are closed. Much time

and labor are consequently saved by its use.
Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18— *'
The roller J, fa;tte-whed to the pendent &nd
Swinglng bar I which is conneeted or jointed

to the arm I3, substa,m;mlly as described, for

tbe pmpose set fmth
J. J. LAUBACH.

- VWitnesses: |
HENRY PEACOOIL,
A. D PuUs.
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