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PaTENT OFFICE.

"HENRY LOEWENBERG, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN TRAVELING-TRUNKS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 16,336, dated J anuary 6, 1857.

—— .. —ma

Lo all whom it may concern:
~Be it known that I, HENRY LOEWENBERG,
of New York, county and State of New York,
have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment in the Construection of Trunks by which
their General Capacity is Increased: and I
hereby declare that the following is a full and
exact description thereof. |
The nature of my invention consists in con-

structing the top, bottom, and walls of the

trunk in duplicate form, so that one part will
slide upon another and allow the trunk to be
extended in all directions. |

To enable others to make and use my in-
vention, I proceed to deseribe its construe-
tion and operation, reference being had to
the drawings hereunto annexed and making
part of this specification. |

Figurel is aviewshowing the trunk turned
up on the bottom edge to show the interior;
Kig. 2, a perspective of the trunkin its small-
est extension and with the coverturned back;
IFig. 3, a perspective showing the trunk when
extended to its full size and closed; Fig. 4, a
longitudinal vertical section, and Fig. 5 a
transverse section. |

Ordinarily I make the trunk extensible in
its length and height, but not in its width,
though the same principle will enable me to
extend 1t also in that direction. That por-
tion which constitutes the top and bottom
and two sides of the trunk when contracted,
as in FKig. 2, forms the middle part only of
the same sides, top, and bottom when the
trunk is extended. Connected with the ends
are the inner portions, upon which are
tongues A, Figs. 1 and 5, sliding into grooves
B. The tongued portions meet in the middle
and form the inside surfaces of the sides, top,

and bottom. Upon the ends of the trunk as

contracted I hinge the portions N and O,
which serve to enlarge the trunk in the di-
rection of its height. The portions L and M
serve the same purpose for the front and
rear or to cover the trunk when the top part
(as seen turned back in Fig. 2) is omitted.

To fasten the trunk in any position when

“extended, I use plates E at the bottom of the
trunk inside. Upon this plate’s under side

are pins R, Fig. 4, shutting down into holes
I. The plate with its pins is secured down
by arod H sliding into a staple. The top
part of the trunk, constituting its cover, and

- —

| seen turned back in Fig. 2, has four hinges

in the form of hooks, (see S, Fig. 2,) which
hook into eyes T'. (See Fig. 1.) Two of the
hinges are in the permanent central portion
L. and two in the sliding portions at the cor-
ners. When the trunkis contracted, thereis.
another set of the eyes T,into which the hooks
are sef. |

To operate this trank to extend it, I open
1t and take off the cover, releasing the hook-
hinges from the eyes. I lift up the front and
rear portions L and M from where they are
shown, Fig. 2, and then raise the end pieces
N and O up to a perpendicular, when they
will strike against the clasps P and be held
firm in place by catch-springs C inside the
trunk. The rods IH upon the bottom are
then drawn out from thestaples, releasing the
plates K, which rise by forece of the spring
and raise out the pins R from the holes I.

The trunk can then be extended to about

double its length by drawing apart. The
cover is extended in a similar manner.. The
screw-pins G are loosened and the two ends
drawn apart to the requisite extent and the
screw again set tight to hold all firm. The
slide of the cover is made by metallic strips
If, having slots in which the screw-pin slides.

The bottom being secured by pressing down

the pins R into the holesI and securing them
by the rod H, the whole extension is com-
pleted. Thecoverishooked on and shut, and
the trunk in that position is as secure and as
strong as when contracted. The trunk can
be extended a little in the direction of its
length as well as the whole extent. If the
holes I at the bottom are set half an inch

‘apart the trunk can be extended as little in

its length as half an inch. The screw-pin G
will set the cover at any amount of its ex-
tension. . |

What1 claim as myinvention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—-

The combination of the folding portions 1.
M N O with the grooves and tongues AB and
the fastenings to make an extensible trunk,
in the manner substantially as above de-
seribed. |

HENRY LOEWENBERG.

Witnesses: -
OWEN G. WARREN,
ADOLPH S. LARNIER.
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