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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

~ STEPHEN F. SUMMERS, OF ST. LOUIS, MISSOURIL

IMPROVEMENT IN TRUNKS.

 Specification forming pm-t of Tetters Patent No. 15,826, dated septemberso 1836,

1o all whom. it ma,z/ concern: |
Beit known that I, STEPHEN T. SUMMERS,

of St. Louis, in the eounty of St. Louis aud.

State of MlSSOU.PI have invented a new and

useful Implovement in Trunks; and I do

hereby declare that the followmw 1s a full

- and exact description thereof, refereuee being

had to the accompanying dmwmws makmﬂ*
part of this Speclfication—
Figure 1 being a plan of the inside of a

trunk provided with my improvements, the
- top being removed; Fig. 2, a longitudinal ver-
tical section thereof in tl1e line z  of Fig. 1;

Kig. 8, a,view, on a smaller scale, of the bot—-
tom OE the tr unl{ I'ig. 4,a transverse vertical
section in the line y .y of Fig. 3.

Like letters designate cor I‘espondlnfr part%

~1n all the figures.

In each end of thé tlunk onthe Inblde both
of the badx and cover, I msert a metallic lin-
ing K, cast orstamped'in one piece and reach-

ing some two or three inches from the end,
subs‘rdntmlly as represented. These hraee-'
linings are firmly riveted to the ends, sides,

and top orbottom of the trunk. Kach of these

linings being*thus formed of one unyielding
piece and ﬁrmly secured toall the parts which
meet at the ends,the trunk thereby is rendered-

exceedingly strong, so that it becomesalmost
1mp0351ble to break 1t by any violence which

~will not absolutely crush the material of which
it is made. This method of bracing is cheap
“and allows a neat ﬁl‘llbh to be gwm to the '

trunk.

The ESbeﬂtIal feature of my improvement

consists in the employment of metallic Strips

D D, passing lengthwise along the inside of |

the trunk at & llttle dlbtance respectively,

from each side and firmly nveted to the bot-
- tom the1eof throuc!**h the brace-lmmﬂs and |

| also throuﬂh other parts of the battom The
object of these strips is to afford a firm sup-
port for securing thecasters G G to the trunk,
and thus dispense with the usual outside

guard-strips on the bottom. The casters are
attached to.the trunk by rivets d d, passing
up through the bottom and said metallic

strips, upon which they are strongly headed.
| Inthis way the casters are secured so firmly .
to the trunk that no ordinary violence can_

break the fastening,and by thus aliowingthe
elastic leather of the bottomn 1o intervene be-

tween the casters and the qtups the liability

of the casters being broken is almost entirely

obviated, whereas 1f the casters were secured

1mmed1ately to wood orironthe wantof elas-
ticity would cause them frequently to break,

| and without any strips to which to attach the
casters the leather would not Le sufficiently

firm to support them. These strips turn up-
ward at the ends of the trunk and terminate
in projections b b, which are used as supports

for the tray C. The bending or 31@1(11110* of

the strips tlwmselves also abslsts in protect-
ing the casters from: the effect-a of violent
hrlﬂdllﬂﬂ' |

VVha,t I claim as mny 111ven‘r10n, .‘:’Lﬂd desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is— -

The inside metallic strips D D, arran gedin
eombmatmn with the casters, substantlally
in the manner and for the pmposeherem set
forth.

The above Speelﬁeatlon of my new clﬂd. use-

ful improvement in trunks signed by me thls
13th day of August, 1856 | -

STEP. F. SUMMERS.
Wltuesses o -

| JAS. F. MOGEE
- J.S. BRown,
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