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~To all whom it may concern : '
Be it known that I, DENiSON W. GREEN,
ot Bernardstown, in the county of Franklin
and State of Massachusetts, have invented an
Improved Mechanism for Attaching a Seythe
to its Snath or Handle; and I do hereby de-
clare that the same is fully deseribed and rep-
resented in the following specification and the
accompaunying drawings, of which—

Figare 1 exhibits a” top view of a seythe-
snath having my improvement applied to. it.
Fig. 2 1s an under side or bottom view; Fig.

d,asldeview; I'ig. 4, atransverse section taken

through the binding-stirrup, to be hereinafter
described. Fig. 5 is a view of the adjustable
wedge forming part of my invention.

In such drawings, A denotes the snath, and
B the scythe-blade, the lower end of the snath
terminating in a ferrale, C, formed with a flat
bed or plate, I, on which the shank ¢ of the

blade is placed, and against which it is borne

at 1ts neck by a binding stirrup or staple, E.
The lower end of the shank is bent at a right
angle, or nearly so, toits flat surface, forming
a stud or projection, which is represented in
dotted lines at b, Fig. 3, and enters a recess
made to receive it in the plate or bed D in the
usual way. Thesaid binding stirrup or staple
extends laterally through the ferrule, and also
a slot, ¢, of an adjustable wedge, F, which is
arranged on the opposite surface or side of the
ferrule to that on which the blade is, as séeu
In the drawings. The said stirrup where it
projects throughthe wedge is jointed to a cam-
~lever, G, thelever turning on a pin or fulerum,
d, and having the form as seen in Figs. 2 and

S0 as to project beyond the end of the snath,
as shown 1n side view in Fig, 6, the shank of
the seythe-blade may readily be passed into
and through the the binding-stirrup and have

1ts stud or projection fixed in its recess in the.

bed D. This having been accomplished, the
cam-lever 1s next to be turned, around so as
not only to carry its cam eagainst the wedge,
- but its long arm f close up to the handle or
snath, as seen in Fig. 3, it being there held in
position by a turn-buatton, ¢, or any mechani-
cal equivalent therefor. By such a movement
of the cam-lever and the action of its cam
against the wedge the stirrup will be drawn
down close upon the shank of the blade, and
will force said shank against the bed-piece so
as to confl

ne the blade to the snath. In con- |

' sequence of the shanks of different-sized blades

varying in thickness, I employ the adjustable
wedge, 1n order that the clamping contrivance
or cam-lever and stirrup may be adapted to
the aftixing of any such shanks to the snath,
the difference in thickness being compensated
for by moving the adjustable wedge endwise,
either backward or forward, as occasion may
require, the wedge serving at the same time as
a bearer for the cam of the lever to work
against. | |
I am aware thatin order to fasten a scythe
to the bed-plate or ferrule of a snath it has
been customary to employ a stirrup or staple
and to provide such stirrap or staple with a
simple secrew and nut where it extends through
the ferrule, the staple being drawn down upon
the shank of the blade by turning the nut

around uapon the serew. There are serious ob-
jections, however, to the employment of the

screw and nut, because,in the first place, it is
very common for the nut to work loose upoun
its serew while the scythe is in use, and thus
loosen the connection of the blade with the
bandle orsnath; and, secondly, whensuchnut
becomes so loosened on its screw it is very lia-
ble to fall off and be lost. In the third place,
the nat cannot well be operated or turned up

with sufficient force without the use of a

wrench, and such is not always at hand when
wanted; and, furthermore, the nutis liable to
become more or less rusty, so as to render it
difiicult to remove it from its screw. The ob-

ject of my invention, therefore, has been to ob-

viate these difficulties and to obtain some ex-

' peditious meansof operating the confining-stir-
o.  When the said cam-lever is turned around

rap—one, also, which would be so conunected
with the handle or snath that there will be no
danger of loss of any of its parts. Tor this
parpose L employ the cam-lever or the cam and
lever and the adjustable wedge. |

I claim as my invention or improvement—

The combination of the adjustable wedge
and cam-lever as applied to the binding-stir-
rup and snath, as arranged and made to oper-
ate therewith, substantially as hereinbefore
specified. |

In testimony whereof Lhave hereuntoset my
signature this 26th day of Iebruary, A. D.
1856. |

DENISON W. GRERY.,

Witnesses:
DANIEL W. TEMPLE,
WARD A. F'ERRY.
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