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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 14,514, dated March 20, 1856,

To all whom tt may concern: |

Be it known that we, HENRY R. PLIMPTON
and JAMES L. PLIMPTON, of Westfield, in the
county of Hampden and State of Massachu-

setts,haveinvented certain newand useful Im-.

provements in the Construction of Furniture,
In which a bedstead is the only indispensable
article of furniture embraced. The other
parts may be varied to meet different tastes
and circumstances. The secretary and toilet-
table or wash-stand form being the most con-

venientfor general purposes, we have selected |

them to illustrate our invention; and we do
hereby declare that the following is a-full,

clear, and exact description of the same, ref- |

erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this specification, in

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the whole
when placed together in secretary form. Tig.
2.1s a side elevation of it. Fig. 3 is a verti-

cal, central, and transverse section of the

same as it appears folded and in an u pright
position. Tig. 4 is asideelevation of the sec-
retary, with the toilet-table and mop-boards
removed and the cornice turnad over in front.
I'ig. 5 is a front elevation of positions of the

Secretary combined with the bedstead, the

toilet-table or wash-stand being removed.
I1g. 6 is a side view of the toilet-table or
wash-stand. Tig. 7 is a eross-section of the

same with the door turned down in front.
Fig. 8 is a side view of a portion of the sac-

retary and bedstead combined in an inclined
position with the cornice turned over to form
the foot-support to the bedstead.

Fig.9is a

front elevation of toilet-table or wash-stand.

Fig. 10 is a vertical, central, and longitudi-
nal section of the bedstead and portions of
the secretary combined when turned down
and partly unfolded. Fig. 11 is a side eleva-

tion of the bedstead as itappears when turned

down and prepared for being slept upon.

Fig. 12 is a head elevation of it under the

same circumstances. Fig. 13 is a foot view

of the same under like circumstances. Fig.

14 18 a foot elevation of the bedstead and
portions of the secretarvy when folded and
ready to be turned upright. Figs. 15 and 16
are detailed viewsshowing the friction-sprin 2s
V V on a larger scale. |
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in each of the several figures,

l

drawers,” while

™o .

1The nature of our invention consists in
constructing a bedstead with sunitable parts
attached thereto in sueh a manner that when
not in use as a bedstead it may be folded and
turned upright, and when in that position,
by placing therewith a toilet-table or wash-
stand, or any other article of similar appear-
ance, the whole apparently will form a secre-
tary, book-case, wardrobe, cupboard, or any

-similar piece of furniture.

A A, Figs. 5, 10, and 12, represent posts,

which are elevated upon and attached to the

pieces B and C, Fig. 10, which are mounted
on casters. T'he said pieces B.and C are con-
nected to each other by a hinge e and ascrew
or bolt f,as seen in Fig. 10, and by this means
the posts A A may be adjusted to or inclined
from a perpendicular position as oceasion
may require. | o
g g, Figs. 4, 5, and - 12, are pieces of wood
attached to the posts A A by the iron hanger
i N, as seen in I[Figs. 5, 12, and 14. To the
sald pieces ¢ ¢ are attached the mop-boards
D D, Figs. 2,5, 8, 12, and 14, and also the
Springs ¢ 7, as seen in Figs. 4, 5, and 12. A
pair of eachof the abovepieces are connected
and supported at a proper distance apart by
the ties & k£ £, two of such ties  J; being seen
in Fig. 5 and one in Fig. 12.

The posts A’ A have on their tops hinges or
movable joints [ /, Fig. 5, on which the whole
of the bedstead and portions of the secretary
combined are hung, so as to turn freely from
a vertical down to a longitudinal position.
By Figs. 6, 7, and 9, denotes the toilet-table
or wash-stand, which is mounted on casters
and which when slid into the chamber in
front of the secretary beneath the writing-
table, as seen in Figs. 1, 2, and '3, forms 2
front to the lower part to the secretary. -
~F K, Figs. 1, 2,3, 7, and 9, are drawers for
containing stationary or writing materials. |

When drawn out a short distance they serve -
as a support for the writing-leaf G when the

same 1is turned down and used for the pur-
pose of writing, as seen in Fig. 2. .
H H H, Figs. 1 and 5, are representations
of drawers, or what are termed * false
> I I, Figs. 1 and 5, are false

doors, .- | |
J 18 the top or cornice part of the secretary,
which is hinged to the secretary part of the
bedstead, as seen in Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 8,
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and when the article is turned down to be | engaged and the bedstead and portionsof the

slept upon, it (the part J) is made to take

the position as seen in Figs. 10, 11, and 13,

and to serve as a support for the foot end of
the bedstead. , |

A board or panel K, Figs. 2, 4, 8, 10, 11,12,
and 13, is hinged to each side of the bed-
stead by hinges, as seen at a 4, Figs. 1, 2, 4,
5,11,12, 13, 15, and 16. This panel when in
position, as seen in Figs. 2 and 4, forms &
part of each side of the secretary and serves
' to conceal the bed-clothes or bedding froin
view. When the bedstead is declined to a
horizontal position, these panels or boards K
K are turned downward, as seen in Figs. 10,
11, 12, and 13, they, when in such position,
serving to hide from view the writing table
or desk and portions of the secretary and
base.

I, Figs. 8,6,7,and 9,is a movable back, which
is attached to the toilet-table by hinges, and
which when the table is to be used can be
turned up into the position seen in Figs. 6
and 9. When in sueh position it may be held
there by any suitable contrivance.

The front of the wash-stand or toilet-table
is made with a door M M, which is hung on

hinges, as seen at b in Figs. 3 and 7,80 as to
“render it capable of being turned from the
vertical down to the horizontal position, as.

seen in Kigs. 3 and 7.

" The wash, toilet, and chamber articles are
placed in the apartment N, Fig. 3, which the

door M M serves to close.

"0 0, Figs. 3,10, 11, 12, and 13, are head and.

foot boards, which are attached to the bed
foundation or frame of the bedstead by hinges,
as seen ab ¢ ¢, Fig. 11, so as to enable said
head and foot boards to take the positions as
seen in Figs.3 and 10. A cord S, Figs. 10 and

12, is attached to the head-board, while the

foot-board has a knob T, Fig. 13, affixed to 1t

to which the cord S is secured, and serves

with the head and foot boards to hold the
bedding in place when in the positions as seen
in Figs. 3 and 10. | o

U, Figs. 3, 10, and 12, is a box attached to.

‘the bedstead foundation or frame, and made
to contain sand or other proper weight for the

purposeof counterbalanciug the bedstead and

portions of the secretarv combined upon the
posts A A. S

1 1, Figs. 4, 5,and 12, represent steel spring,
which cateh intothe notches m m, Figs. 4,10,
and 12,inthebed-foundation,and hold the bed-
stead and portions of the secretary in an up-

right position. Thesecatchesare disengaged

by the arrangement, as shown by dotted lines
in Fig. 4, consisting of a flat plece of wood n,
hung on hinges at o and extending nearly the
whole width of the bedstead. Near the cen-
ter of this piece lengthwise is inserted a lever

», to which the key 7 1s attached. At each

end of the piece n is hung a rod of wood s, |
extending downward to the springs 17 at the
bottom. The whole is so arranged that by

pulling the key  the catches < » are both dis-

secretary combined may be turned down.

{ ¢, Figs. 1 and 2, are ornamental pieces ot
wood, hung at their top ends in such a man-
ner as to ullow their bottom ends to swing
out sufficiently to prevent the writing-leat
from falling over when the secretary is turned
down, as seen in Fig. 10, and when turned
upright these pieces swing back to place and
offer no obstruction to the writing-leaf.

w u, Figs. 11 and 13, are catches attached
to the part J, which eatches latch into suit-
able notches made in the side panels K K
and confine them to the portion J when the
same are in the position as seen in Figs. 10,
11,12, and 13. When the cornice or portion J
is turned up, these catches v drop back even
with the sides of the cornice, as seen in Fig.
14, and remain in that position when turned
upright, as in Figs. 1,2,3,4,and 5. 'I'he side

panels K K when turned up to form the side

of the secretary are held in place by friction-
catches v v. (Seen in Iigs. 11 and 13, but
more distinctly shown in an enlarged scalein
Figs. 15 and 16.) | |

w w, Fig. 10, are spiral springs, which may
or may not be employed to sustain the bed-
ding. -

The bedstead, toilet-table, writing-desk, &c.,
being placed together in secretary form, as

| seen in Figs.1 and 2, if we wish to change

them to a bedstead, toilet-table, &ec., the op-
eration is as follows: The front of the secre--
tary is pushed back at ths top until the
springs ¢ ¢ catch at the bottom and hold the
bedstead and portions of the secretary com-
bined in an upright position. The toilet-
table or wash-stand is then to bedrawn from
beneath the writing-leaf and its back turned
up and removed to some convenient place in
the room. The remaining part (shown 1in
Fig. 5) should be moved a sufficient distance
from the sides of the room to allow the bed-
stead to be turned down and the side panels
K K to be unfolded. The cornice J should
then be turned over in front, as seen in Figs.
4 and 8. The catehes 74 are then disengaged
by pulling the key . The bedstead and por-
tions of the secretary combined are then to be
turned down until the cornice J strikes the
floor. This done, the side panels X K are
turned down and latched -to the partJ. The
cord S, that confines the head and foot boards
upon the bedding, is nextto beremoved from
the knob T and the head and foot boards
turned up to their places, as seen in Figs. 11,
12, and 13. Thepillows being placed and the
wash, toilet, and chamber articles being taken

from the apartment N in the toilet-table and

set in their respective places, the whole is
ready for use. |

When desired to replace the parts again
into secretary form, the operation is as fol-
lows: The wash, toilet, and chamber articles
are all to be placed in the apartment N in
the toilet-table. The bed is to be made up

| in the usual manner and the pillows laid



- in Fig. 10. _
- parts K K to the portion J are next to be un- !
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upon the bed in a proper position to be held |

in place by the head and foot boards O O,
which are next to be turned down and fast-
ened upon the bedding by the cord S, as seen
The catches which confine the

latehed and the side panels K K turned up to
‘place. T'he cornice or part J is then to be
turned up, as seen in Iig. 14. Then the bed-
stead and portions of the secretary combined
are to be elevated to an upright position, as
seen in Fig. 5. The toilet-table back L being

turned down, as seen in Figs. 3 and 7, the

toilet-table may be run into place beneath the

writing-table, as represented in Figs. 1, 2, and

3, that the whole may be made to present the
appearance of a secretary, as seen in Figs. 1

and 2, and when the leaf G isturned over and

supported, as seen in Fig. 2, such leaf may be
-usea as a writing table or desk.

We do not confine our invention to the par-
ticular form or forms of any one or more of

the parts as herein set forth, as many varia-

tions may be made therefrom without deviat-
ing from the principal or main features of
our Invention. For instance, the portion J

may be used only as a support for the foot of
the bedstead, and the eap or cornice to the
secretary may be made separate, so as to take
off and form a top to the toilet-table when
placed thereon, or in some instances the.
toilet-table may be wholly dispensed with and
some other article substituted in its place.

We do not claim as ourinvention any par-
ticalar manner of constructing the base or

portions A B C, &ec., upon which the bed-

stead and portions of the secretary combined
are supported and made to turn. Neitherdo

we-claim the spiral springs for sustaining the

bedding, or the pieces 7 72,orany of the catches
or fastenings herein described. Neither do

we claim simply the device of a bedstead

made to turn up or fold up into the semblance
of a secretary, wardrobe, or other like article
ot furniture, as that may be and has been
done in various ways without interfering
with our invention; but | -

“What we do claim as our invention, and
wish to secure by Letters Patent, is— |

Constructing a bedstead with suitable parts

attached thereto in such a manner that when

not in use as a bedstead it may be folded and

| turned upright, and when in that position by
placing therewith a toilet-table or wash-stand

or any other article of similar appearance
the whole apparently will form a secretary,
book-case, wardrobe, cupboard, or any other
similar piece of furniture, as herein set forth.

In testimony whereof we have hereunto

| signed our names before two subscribing wit-

nesses. | |
HENRY R. PLIMPTON.
| JAMES L. PLIMPTON.
- Witnesses: I
- ELISHA P. PARKS,
WILLIAM A. REED.
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