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 UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

CHAS. H. KEY, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, ADMINISTRATOR OF §. F. BLUNT, DECEASED.

DETACHING BOATS FROM THEIR TACKLE.

Specification of Letters P_a.teﬁt"No. 14,489, dated March 25, 1856.

water. One which 1s exhibited in the draw-

1o all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, Cmaries H. Kzy, | ing herewith filed as a part hereof, and
of Baltimore, Maryland, do hereby declare | marked Figure 1, will answer the purpose
that S. F. Bru~T, deceased, did make a new | well, and is described as follows, viz: -

9 and useful Invention in Means for Clear- A represents, of the full size, a strong 60

ing or Detaching Boats from their Tackle | piece of iron, brass or other suitable metal,
when Lowered from on Board Ship into the | with an eye at the lower part, the upper
Water, of which the following is a true and | being forked, as shown, the prongs, or jaws
exact description. | of the fork being rectangular, and the up-

10 It 1s well known that numerous accidents | per part of one being of the wedge like 65
have occurred in consequence of the diffi- | form represented at B, the angle of the
culty ot unhooking or clearing the tackle | wedge, on the inner side being about thirty-
of a boat, at the moment she takes the water, | five degrees. On the straight prong or jaw,

- so that she 1s either stove or swamped by | a piece of iron or brass, of the form shown

15 the rolling of the ship, on the swell of the | on the drawing at C, is made to slide freely, 70
sea. At present, a man has to stand by, at | being prevented from coming off by the pin
each end of the boat, to clear the tackle- | at D. The length of the wedge portion of
hook at the proper time; and if either of | the prong so formed, is about one third of
them fail, the mischief 1s done. the length of the prong. This iron or brass

20  The present 1nvention consists in a con- | A, is that which is fastened to the boat, at 75
trivance, by which the weight of the boat, | the head and at the stern, in any suitable
1s made to keep the hook, or its substitute | manner, through the eye at E. _ |
in 1ts place, in such wise, that the moment To the block of the tackle, there i1s at-

- the boat takes the water, the tackle swings | tached, by a shackle bolt, allowing it free -

25 clear of 1ts attachment. If for any reason | motion, a piece of brass or iron, of the form 80
1t 1s desired that the boat should not be in- | shown in the drawing at F and acting like
stantly detached on taking the water, all | the outer portion of a common lewis, for
will be easily kept fast by simply holding | raising stone, the angle of the wedge, being
in 1ts place, with the hand the movable | the same as the angle of the prong B.

30 part of the contrivance hereinafter de- | When this is placed between the jaws, and 8&
scribed. In like manner, the boat is hooked | the slider C is raised to the position shown
or tastened on again to be hoisted up, by | in the drawing, Fig. 1, the inclined planes
holding 1n its place the contrivance pres- | of the two wedges are brought into contact,
ently to be described, until the weight of | and held there, so long as there is any

35 the boat comes fairly upon the tackle. welght on the contrivance, and the boat 1s 90

In lowering a boat with this contrivance, | thus held suspended. When the weight is
1t will of course be prudent to have a | removed, the slider falls, the wedges sepa-
painter, or rope of some length attached to | rate, and the boat is freed. | -
the -bow of the boat, and held in board of | Another mode, which would answer the

40 the ship until the proper moment for cast- | same purpose would be to attach to the 95

ing off, in order that the boat may not be | hoisting tackle instead of the ordinary hook,
entirely separated from the ship, until all | an iron bolt with a conical head at one end,
1s prepared for her doing so. _ ' and an eye at the other, such as is represent-
~T'o prevent the boat from being detached | ed, of full size in X Fig. 5. A plate of half

45 from 1its Tastenings, by a high sea striking | inch iron, planed smooth on one surface, is 100
1t, when 1t 1s not wanted to be lowered, a | to be secured under the bow and stern sheets
simple lashing around the movable part of | of the boat; with a hole of at least one inch

- the contrivance, or other fastening by a pin | and a quarter in diameter, through which
through the same or otherwise, will keep | the head of the bolt ¢an freely pass. On

50 all the parts fast. _ | the underneath smooth surfaces of the iron 105

There are several contrivances by which | plates are to be placed iron jaws, moving
the object desired may be accomplished; but | on pivots, which are drawn together by
all of which will be analogous, so far as | lanyards, and grasp the shank of the bolt
they depend for their efficiency on the | above the conical head, when this is pushed

55 weight of the boat when she is out of the | down between them, for the boat to be 110
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hoisted up. When the weight of the boat |

comes upon the head of the bolt the lanyards
may be let go, as the friction caused there-
by will keep the jaws from moving; there

being placed between them springs of suili-

cient force to throw them quickly apart,
when in lowering the boat, she takes the
water, and the head of the bolt 1s relieved
of her weight. The bolt then slips out, and
the boat is freed from the tackle. There
may also be lanyards with which to draw
the jaws apart, in case the springs should
from any cause not act as quickly in sepa-
rating them as may be desired. |

The suggestion of the idea, which may be
carried out in many different ways, is suffi-
cient to give to the public, with what has
already been described, the use of the pres-
ent invention. -

What I claim as new, and desire to secure 20

by Letters Patent, 15— _
"The use of the weight of the boat, when
out of the water, to keep in place the con-
trivance for sustaining 1t, so that 1t shall
no longer be sustained when the boat takes
the water, and the weight is transferred to
the latter; and for this purpose 1 claim as
the invention of the said Stmox F. Bruxr,
deceased— | |

The contrivances herein described, and
any others analogous thereto, whereby the

29

34

same object is accomplished In a way sub-

stantially the same. - |
o _ | CHAS. H. KEY,
A dministrator of Simoen IF. Blunt, dececased.
Witnesses:
Jas. L. BARTOL:
W. Farnanpis, Jr.
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