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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

DANI..

FITZGERALD, O NEW YORK, N. Y.

- PORTABLE HOUSE.

Speciﬁcat'ion of Letters Patent No. 14,355, dated M.a,rch 4, 1856.

To all whom it may concern:
Be i1t known that I, DaxNiEn I‘ITZG ERALD,

of the city, county, and State of New York,

have invented a new and useful Censtmc-
tion of Portable Houses; and I hereby de-

description.
To enable others to make and use my in-

vention I proceed to describe its construc-
tion and arrangement, reference being had
to the annexed dr awings which malke part
of this specification.

T call it the pioneer’s cabin, as it is es-
pecially designed to be conveyed, ready con-
structed, into the forest or wilderness, and
there be put up, by the labor of one or two
nen.

The drawings referred to are as follows:
Figure 1, an elevation of the front; the di-
mensions are supposed to be twelve feet by
twelve for the base; Iig. 2, vertical sec-
tion of the same; Ifig. 3, plzm; IF1g. 4, win-
dow sill, enlarged; I'ig. 5, corner post, en-
larged.

I prepare all the materials for the build-
ing, so that ne nails are required to put it
together. I have the weather boarding
dressed (2 in. boards) on both sides, and
orooved and tongued. The boards are set
Wlth the tongues up. I first make the posts,

y for a two story house, 12 ft. square;
the rooms—S ft. the first story—7 feet the
second story, in the clear. The posts will be
17 feet long. I then cut out a portion of
the timber so as to leave the cross section

Shmped thus:

Or 1 spike one piece upon another, thus:

I then prepare the Inner strip B so that
the

when put into its place the section of
whole will appear thus: -

b

There would then be a slot or channel on

two sides, to receive the ends of the weather
boarding. This channel 1s clear from top
to bottom The screw 1s 1n the corner. 1
then make the door and window frames in

the ordinary manner and cut a channel
down the sides, and at top and bottom, to

g ]01sts

]

recelve the weather boarding. " 1 then pre-

pare the two opposite girders with mortises
or “gains” to receive the tenons of the floor-
The girders for the other sides
have channels to receive the floor plank.

To erect the house I set up the four posts

and put 1n the four sills, which are con-

structed the same as the glrders which sup-
port the upper floor. These sills have at
each end a tongue which fits into the chan-
nel, I&, in the post. I lay the flooring

joists in the gains or mortises and then lay
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the floor without nails but with tongues and

The flooring plank is inserted into

OTCOVves.
O N |
Or, I make the girders,

the four girders.

70

each 1n two pieces, and when the floor 1s

laid upon the lower half of the girder I put

on the upper half. I now set the weather

boarding with the ends in the channels of
the posts, E, and mateh them together. 'T'he
window and door frames are set in their
places and the weather boarding adjoining
also set 1n grooves in their sides. The top

and bottom of the frames are grooved so

that there will be a good connection with
the weather boarding. When the weather
boarding has reached the height of one story
1 put in the lower half of the four girders.
I set in the flooring joists and lay the floor.
Then I put on the other half of the girders
and then put in the residue of the weather

boarding. The plate at top 1s merely a

thicker weather board and one side being

made a little higher than the other gives the

pitch to the roof. Thus the weight of the

75
80
85

90

roof the upper floor and all rests on the

weather bearding and continually presses the
joints together.  The girders being thicker

| than the inclosing boards, make the bases of

the room by thelr projection
The different pieces of weather boarding
are numbered or lettered so that when once

&l

put together again in the same manner.
When the house is entirely erected and the
welght of the roof, &c., has pressed together
the weather boarding 'T screw together the
parts of the posts, either at the corner as

represented in the drawings, by a set of

serews or natls for each Qlde
~What I claim as my 1nvention and desire

to secure by Letters Patent is—

1. Constructing a house by inserting the

‘weather boarding ends into a channel, E,

at the corner posts, A, B, substantlally as
above described.
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tted the house can be taken to pieces and -
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2. The dmwmg together the parts of the ]

posts A and B to secure the weather board-
ing, 1t being held up against, A, by nails or
SCrews.

3. The inserting the ends or tenons of t11e
oir ders (>, into the channel, E, in such a
manner that the weight of the chamber
floor, roof, &c., may bear on the weather
boarding and press the joints together, as 1t

10 may shrink, or allow 1t to rise when 1t

swells.

4. The settmg the girder in the same slot

- with the weather boardmg

| -'1_4 355

T claim setting the floor plank ends in
a channel in the girders or between the two
halves of the glrders so that no naills are re-
quired, and so that the upper part of the
ogirder will be the base of the room.

6. The channeling the sides of the door
and window frames so that the weather
boarding can be inserted or taken out, with-
out the use of fastenings.

DANIEL FITZGERALD.
Witnesses:
GrEEN (. WARRDN,
CHARLES STURTEVANT.
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