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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES W. BEEBE, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

 MANUFACTURING HATS.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 14,343, dated March 4, 1856.

To all whom it may concern: -
Be 1t known that I, James VV BregsBr, of

Brooklyn, in the State of New York, have
invented a certain new and useful Improve— -

ment 1n Hats, of which the following is

“a full, clear, and exact description, reference

bemcr had to the accompanying drawings,
makmg part of this specification, in which—
Figure 1, is a vertical section of my said
1mproved hat, and Ifig. 2, a like section
with the covering separated trom the body.
The same letters indicate like parts in

~the two figures.

My invention consists in makmg hats by
covering a stiffened hat body with a sep-

arate felt, felted to the form of the body
and secured thereto with hatters’ varnish

- or other equivalent adhesive substance.
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I make a thin hat body « in the usual
way and stiffen it 1n the usual manner of
stiffening hats. I then make a separate
cover b of fur or other fibers which will
felt and after reducing it to the form of
the body by felting, and coating the surface
of the hat body with hatters’ varnish or
other equivalent adhesive substance, I draw
the cover b, over the “top, crown, and the
top and bottom of the rim, and extend the
edge around to the inside of the crown, tak-
ing care to draw the entire surface smooth
and to make it adhere to the varnish or
other cement. The hat i1s then lined and

trimmed 1n the usual or any other suitable |

way. In this manner by giving the stifi-
ness required to the body alone instead of

the en’tire hat, I am enabled to make the
COVering as well as the body very thin and

light, and hence the whole hat much lighter -

than when the entire hat is Stlﬂ"ened A4S
heretofore in making felt hats. And as the
covering 1s not satumted with the stiffen-
ng 11nte1nl a much more beautiful sur-

'fftce can be obtained, a result long desired in.

making felt hats pntmula,rly of the kind
known as cassimere hats.

I't will be obvious from the foregoing that
instead of putting on the covering Z) In a
single piece of felt, it may be put on in sep-
arate p1eces, such as the top and crown
felted to the required form; and the upper
and under surface of the rim, so that the
top and crown will be in one plece and the
top and bottom of the rim in one or two
pieces, but 1 prefer to make the entire cover
ot one piece properly felted to the required
form, 1n which case the binding of the edﬂ'e
can be dispensed with. |

What I claim as my invention and desire
to secure by Letters Patent is— -

Making hats with a %tl Fened bo dy com. 6

bined with a felt covering reduced to the
required form by felting, and put over and

‘attached thereto with hatters’ varnish or
other equivalent adhesive substances, sub-

stantially as and for the purpose specified.
| JAMES W. BEEBE,

Witnesses:
WM. H. Bismop,

A_NDREW D=r LAGY
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