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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

STIMMEL LUTZ, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN SEALING. PRESERVE-CANS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 18,707, dated October 23, 1835,

1o all whom it may concerw : r

Be 1t known that I, STiMMEL LuTz, of the
city of Philadelphia and State of Pennsyh ania,
have invented a new and Improved Self- Seal-
ing Can for Preserving IFruits, Vegetables,
Ovster , Quinine, &ec., from the Atmaslahere
and T do herebv declare that the following is
a full and exact description thereof, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, mﬂﬂng a part of this specification, in
which— - |

Figure 1 1s a perspective view; Fig. 2, a
ver tmal section through the middle of the con-
taining-vessel ; and I‘Jﬂ' 3, a like section
throun‘h the outer covering or lid of the same,
like ]ettels indicating the same parts when on
the different figures.

The nature of my invention consists in pro-
viding the containing-vessel, or can proper,
with an external covering 01:' lid of equal
length with the can, ’m,d adapted to slide
ClOSPl}T over the 011t51cle clown to the bottom,
0 as to produce double sides to the same, m1d
also 1n .providing a cement-chamber around
the outside at the bottom of the can, so that
as the outer covering is pressed down over the |
can 1ts lower edge, when near the bottom, en-
tering within the cement chamber, which con-
tfunmn melted wax or other soft cement the
vessel become& hermetically sealed.

- Referring to the drawings, Fig. 1 represents
the can as E,ealed A is the tol) of the cover;
B, the handle; €, the body of the cover; E,
1he interior o1 contalmnn vessel; D, the ce-

nent-chamber, and F the bottom of the can.

I usually make the whole apparatus of tin-
plate and of a cylindrical form, as shown in
Fig. 1. It counsists of two par ts—the contain-
ing-vessel with the cement-chamber D per-
manently attached thereto, and the outer cov-
ering, C, with the handle B permanently at-
tached. 1 make the length of the two parts
equal, and the outer palt as much larger in |
diameter than the inner vessel as will cause
their sides tofit closely in contact as the former
-1s pushed down over the latter, thus forming
close-fitting double sides. The cement cham-
ber D is formed by soldering a strip of tin |
(which1s absut one inch wide) fast tothe bot-
tom F, so as to leave a thin space, «, around
between 1t and the containing- vessel I, as
shown in the drawings.

Operation: The frmb or whatever articles
are to be preserved from the air are filled into
the containing-vessel I, which has its cement- |

chamber D previously supplied (or partly

filled) with beeswax or other soft cement, when -

the outer covering, C, is placed on and ﬂradu-

ally pushed down over the containing- “vessel

(resting upon a warm surface if the articles

{.are not previously warmed) until it comes in

contact with the bottom F, and its lower edge

or end being thus 1mmersed in the melted wax

contained in the chamber D, the confaining-
vessel 18 eonsequently her'metmally sealed.
The comparative advantages peculiar to a
preserving apparatus of this construction are
several and obvious. First, it being double
at 1ts sides, 1t is necessarily stronn*el* second,
the cementmﬂ chamber being at the bottom

the cement is more convemently and qu1cl-..1y :

softened, as it is only necessary to let the can
rest @ minute or two upon a warm surface to
adapt it either for closing or opening, which
is especially advantageous for dome&tm use, as

avolding the 11ecessﬂty of heating the whole
1pp‘u‘atus, third, a softer and entirely inof-
fensive cement (as beeswax) best answers the
purpose of sealing, and also (from the friction
consequent upon the close contact of the sur-
taces of the outer and inner cylinders of the
apparatus) of more securely preventing its be-
1ng accidentally opened from rough portage;
fourth, the sealing-chamber being “at the bot-
tom of the can, 113 1S more &mtable for the pur-
pose as being out of the way 1n filling in or
using from the can, and thus leaving the mouth
of the containing-vessel larger, 3,11(1 also at all

fimes entirely free from contact with the cem-

ent, whicli is a oreat fldvantfwe over the seli-
sealing cans Whl(‘h are cemen.ted at the mouth,

as the flavor of the pitch used as the (*6111611‘0
18 thus apt to become imparted to the con-
tained preserve; and, fifth, with all these ad-
vantages my improved preserving apparatus
can be made quite as cheaply as the best in
the market.

I do not claim, broadly, a self-sealing can
with a g aroove prepared with cement; nor do I
claim a Urooved stopper and seat, nor a Serew-
cap and mouth made air-tight, whether ¢ent-
ent be used or not; but -

What I claim a.s my nwentlon, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

Sealing of a double- sided can or jar at the
outside at or near the bottom, in the manner
and for the purpose as set forth

Witnesses: STIMMEL LUT/

BN, MoRrison,
JXNO0. B, KEXNNELY,
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