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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 13,581, dated September 18, 1855.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WiLLiAM W. MARSTON,
of the city, county, and State of New York,
have invented, made, and applied to use cer-
- tain new and useful Improvements in Revoly-
ing Fire-Arms; and I do hereby declare that

the following is a full, clear, and exact deserip-.

tion of the construction and operation of the
same, reference being had to theannexed draw-
1ngs, making part of this specification, where-
n—

- with my improvements, as with the cap-plate
and side of the handle removed. Fig. 2 is a
cross-section at the line ¢, and Fig. 3 is a lon-
- gitudinal section through the spindle carrying
the revolving barrels.
Separately referred to, and the like marks of
reference indicate the same parts. |
- The nature of my said invention consists in
mounting two, three, or more barrels or cham-
bers on a center spindle, which extends back
Into the stock of the piece, and is provided with
cams, through which the trigger is made to ro-
tate said barrels, the act of doing which rajses
the hammer, so that the first pull of the trig-
ger rotates the barrels abount half the amount
required and raises the hammer to half-cock,
the second pull completes the motion within
the smallest possible amount, raising the ham-
mer to full-cock, and the third pull, which is
similar to a hair-trigger, turns the barrels the
small amount to pass the cam from beneath
the tumbler-piece of the hammer and di scharge
the arm. |

In the drawings a pistol is represented; but
1t will be evident that the sameinvention might
be applied to revolving chambers or breeches
or barrels, and that the number of said barrels
or chambers may be varied. |

b is the stock or handle, formed in any usual
_manner.

"1 1 are the metallic straps from the stock to
the nietallic chamber A, carrying the working
parts. 2 is-the movable cover-plate of this
chamber, attached by screws at z «.

¢ are the barrels, fitted with sights 3 and
cones or nipples 4, communicating to the re-
spective barrels by cross-holes plugged at
their outer ends. (See Fig. 4, which is a cross-
section through said cones.)

-

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a pistol fitted

The other figures are

~ 51is a spindle centrally at the rear end of the
barrels, either formed with or serewed into the
rear end of the barrels, which enters into and
through the block 6 in the ehamber A, so that
the said barrels and spindle can be freely ro-
tated. On the inner end of the spindle a dis-
charging - cam, d, is placed, formed with as
many poiuts as there are barrels in the piece,
and keyed on; and next behind said cam d is
a face-plate, ¢, formed with the necesxsary pro-
jections used in rotating and stopping the bar- -
rel; and the serew ¢ in the rear end of the spin-
dle secures the face-plate and cam into place,
and a screw or pin, ¢, prevents the cam or face-
plate from turning the one separa‘ely from the
other. | | |
- Jis the hammer, of any usual character, set
on a center-pin, 7, and fitted with the bridle 8
to the mainspring g. 9 is the elevating - tum-
bler on the under side of the hammer, which is
5o placed as to be acted on by means of the
cam ¢ in the manner hereinafser set forth.

h is the trigger on a center-screw, 10, and
fitted with a sear, k, that is jointed to the rear
end of the arm of said trigger, and provided
with a spring, 11, passing up from beneath
sald arm, so as to force the sear toward the
face-plate e. 12is a spring to throw the trig-
ger torward. _

l 18 the trigger-guard, as usunal, and m is a
shield passing partly around the rear end of
the barrel to protect the caps, and 14 is a notch
therein, through which said caps can be sup-
plied or removed. |

The operation of the piece is as follows:
When it is desired to use the same the trig-
ger & 18 to be pulled on, which throws up the
sear k, the end whereof takes the notech behind
the projection 17, rotating the barrels until the
stop 13 on the trigger comes against the stop
20 on the edge of the face-plate e, the act of
doing which elevates the hammer, the tumbler
9 of which takes the half-cock noteh 15. The
trigger is then released to be thrown forward
by the spring 12, which causes the sear k to
take the second projection, 18, and on pulling
again on the trigger the barrels are moved
nearly to the point to bring the. succeeding
barrel into the same place as that oceupied at
the previous discharge of the piece. - The stop
13 now takes against the lowest notch of the
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double stops 21 and the hammer is raised to

the full-cock noteh 16. If, now, the trigger be

released, the sear k cannot descend far enough
to take the next projection, 17, so that on pull-
ing the said trigger the sear slides over the
back of said projection until it comes against
the notch 19, thereby turning the barrels just
enough to allow the tumbler 9 to slip off the
end of the cam at 16 and strike the cap on the
cone 4 and discharge the piece. In this case the
stop 13 comes in contact with the stop 21 on

the edgeof the face-wheel, stopping the farther

" rotation of the barrels, and the parts are again
ready to be operated on, as before described,
~ to discharge the next barrel or chamber.

It will be evident that, if so desired, the ham-
mer might be brought up to the full-cock by
one pull of the trigger; but I do not preter the
sale. |

On reference to Fig. 2 it will be seen that
the sights on the barrel which is in the posi-

tion to be exploded are on a line clear of the

side of the chamber A, so that the trigger is
to be pulled twice, and then the piece aimed
by means of the sights, and then the slight
pull of the trigger discharges the arm without

perceptible alteration in the aim or direction

of the barrel.

The hammer may be so formed that 1t can
be held up by hand while the caps are being
placed on the cones; or the barrels may be
fitted with any convenient stop to prevent
their accidental rotation and the consequent

.~ firing of the piece; or any suitable stop may be |

fitted to prevent the hammer descending on
the caps, except when the stop is removed,
and for this purpose a screw through the ham-
" mer itself, with a head that can be turned by

| hand, may be made use of to raise the hammer

slightly from the nipples or cones and the caps
on them. o , B |

1 do not limit myself to the size or character
of arm fitted with my improvements; neither
do I make any claim for rotating and cocking
a fire-arm simultaneously; neither do I claim
the sear k to act upward and rotate the barrels,
as this is also well known; but

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— . - |

1. Elevating the hammer to cock and dis-
charge the piece by means of a cam, d, revolv-
ing with the barrels or chambers and formed
with as many points as there are barrels or
chambers, so that the hammer shall be raised

and discharged by simply rotating said bar-

rels or chambers, as specified.

2. The revolving face-plate e, formed with
projections on its face to take the sear £, and -
with notches on its edge taking the stop 13 on
the trigger, the two acting to rotate and stop
the barrels at the precise point required and
prevent the strain on the trigger from turning
the barrels too far, as specified.

3. The mode herein specified of constructing
and fitting the parts of the cam d, face-plate e,
trigger h, sear k, and stop 13, so that the ham-
mer shall be cocked by one, two, or more pulls
on the trigger, and then discharged by another
slight pull of the trigger, in the manner and as
specified. | - |

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
signature this 6th day of August, 1855.

| W. W. MARSTON,

Witnesses: |
LEMUEL W. SERREL,

THOMAS G. HAROLD.
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