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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

R. S. EASTHAM, OF BLANCHESTER, OHIO.

SAWMILL-CARRIAGE.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 13,544, dated September 11, 1855.

To all whom it may concern :
Be 1t known that I, Roserr S. KastHAM,

~ of Blanchester, in the cmmtv of Clinton ‘md
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State of Ohio, hav e Inv ented a new and use-
ful I*nprovement 1 Sawmill-Carriages for
Steadying Logs While Being Sawed, and I
do hereby declare that the followmﬂ 1S A
tfull and exact description thereof, Trefer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
Ings, formmo part of this specification, and
to the letters and fioures of reference
marked thereon.

Similar letters and
sponding parts.

In sawing long timber on the ordinary
saw mill carriages it is subject to springing
vertically and htemlly, which creates con-
siderable friction on the saw, and often pre-
vents the sawing of timber to a uniform
thickness.

The nature of my improvement consists
in providing the carriage with what T de-
nominate steadying strlps which are forced
up against the log by means of wedge-
blocks and rods, and held to their place with
a catch and ratchet and thereby prevents the
log from springing. The wedge-blocks on
the rod which works them, are so attached,
that as soon as the steadying strips come in
contact with the log, the block slips and
permits the rods to be shoved farther ahead
1f required, and by this mechanical arrange-
ment the steadying strips may be elevated
an Inch or six inches above the surface of
the carriage so as to suit the curvature of
the log, as will be seen by referring to the
accompanying drawing,

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my improvement I will proceed to
describe its construction and operation by
referring direct to the drawings.

Floure A 1s a top view of the carriage with
the floor removed, showing the manner of
working the rods that move the wedge
blocks, and the ratchet for holding them o
their phce when the steadving strlps have
been forced up against the 10;_3 Fig. B, 1s
a longitudinal sectional view of the carriage,
showing the manner of attaching the wedge
block to the rod, and Fig. C 1s an end view
of the carriage, showing the apparatus for
working the ratchets employed for holding
the wedge blocks to their place when set.

The carriage consists of a frame work,
made with the longitudinal pieces 2, 2.

i’

oures refer to corre-

which form the grooves 1, 1, 1n which the
wedge blocks 3, 3, are made to slide.

4, 4, are the steadying strips which are

forced up against the log by means of wedge
blocks, 3, 3.

5, 5 are the rods on which the wedge
blocks are placed by an opening being made
i their lower part and the rod shpped
through as represented in Fig. B.

6, 6,, are the circular ratchets for holding
the wedoe blocks to their place by means of
the cqtch 8, falling in the teeth cut in the

ratchet 6 as shown n Fig. B.

7, (, are Springs placed 1n a recess cut in
the wedge blocks, the lower part of which
presses against the rods o, and clamp the
block to the rod, so that 1t may be mrrled
with the rod and made to act on the steady-
ing strips 4, 4, which are forced against the
log as repr esented in Fig. B. The rod slips
throngh the wedge blocks and forces the
rest of the stefldymo strips up against the
log and by so doing some will have to be
raised higher than others i order to bring
them all in contact with the log as seen 1n
. B, and when each is bmuﬂht In con-
tact with the log, the face side of the ratch-
ets 6, 6, are turned up by means of the con-
nectmo plece 11, and levers 13, 13, 13, 13, a
lever being attached to each ratchet ‘as 1ep—-
resented in Fig. C.

As before St‘[t@d the catches 8, 8 flel into
the racks 6, 6, or notches which prevents
the wedge block from slipping back, and
thereby Tholds the steadying pieces 4 4.
ﬁlle against the log and prevents it fro:m
springing when bemo sawed.

15, 16, 17, and 18 are the frame work,
shaft, and pullevs for working the rods 5, 5
to which the wedge blocks are attwched
The rods are connected to the cross-piece 15
as represented i Fig. A, and the shaft 17
on which the pulleys 18, 18, are placed,
work 1n the side pieces 21.

20 are cords passing around the pulleys
and attached to the pieces 16, 16, for draw-
ing the rods 5, 5, in and out of the carriage.

19 is the crank for working the shaft and
its attachments.

14, 14, are strips nailed or otherwise fas-
tened to the bottom of the carriage for guid-
ing 1ts movement. The end view of the

.;trlps are represented in Fig. C.
10, 10, are adjusting bars for drawing
| the hrge end of the Wedﬂ*e blocks against
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50 as to slip them on the rod, in order to | before described, and represented in the 15
oive them sufficient motion to elevate the accompanying drawings for purposes be-
Lteadvmo strips against the log. fore stated.
The catches 3, b are placed 1n a recess at 0. T also claim the combination of the
5 the bottom of the Wed@e block, whlch drop | catches 8, 8, attached to the bottom of the
in the notches of the ratchet bars when they | wedge blocks and ratchets 6,-6, for holding 20

are turned up. the wedge blocks to their phce ‘after elevat-
What T claim as my Improvement and ing the strips against the log, for the pur-
desire to secure by Letters Patent is— poses before stated.
10 1. The wedge-blocks 3, u, 3, 8, worked by ROBERT S. EASTIIAM.
the rods 5, 5, and springs 7, ( for elev: ating
the steqdmnfr strips 4, 4, up ftgalnst the 100 Witnesses:
for holding Tit stmdy while being saw ed Martix BENsoN,

the whole bemﬂ' operated by the m-whmery L. W. Sarrrr.
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