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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

FREDERICK NEWBURY, OF ALBANY, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN REVOLVING FIRE-ARMS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 1 3,039, dated June 12, 1855,

To all whom it may concern : |

Be it known that I, FREDERICK NEWBURY,
of the city of Albany, State ot New York, have
invented an Improvement in the Construction
of Fire-Arms having revolving many-cham-
bered eylinders for loading, such as Colt’s, Al-
len’s, and others, the said itnprovements being
employed with the cylinder, having for 1ts ob-
ject to prevent the clogging up of the working
parts of the eylinder so as to prevent its revo-
lution by the fragments of the metallic cap
scattered in its detonation—a matter of fre-
quent oceurrence in the use of revolvers.

I declare the following specification, with
the drawings hereto attached as part of the
same, to be a full and complete description of
my invention, which I call ¢ Newbury’s Prim-
ing-Cap Gunard.”

Figure ‘1 represents the gnard in perspec-
tive. Fig. 2 represents in perspective a six-
barreled chambered cylinder. ¥ig. 3 repre-
sents a section of the c¢ylinder through it axis
of rotation, with the gunard applied to 1it.

Similar letters in the different figures denote
the same parts of the apparatus.

A is the cylinder; B, the bore or socket for
the mandrel on which the cylinder revolves;
N, the priming-cones with the capse¢upon them.

The guard is an annular plate of metal, P,
in thickness nearly equal to the projection of
the cones from the face of the cylinder. 1t has
a central opening, D, for the passage of the
-~ mandrel, and within the annular space lying
between the opening D and 1ts periphery open-
ings a « are made, properly placed to pass the
priming-cones through. Each of these open-
ings @ @ is a chamber of a conical or cup form,
whose outer or smaller end is just large enough
to pass freely the percassion-cap as it lies on
the cone, the inuer end flaring as large 4s can
be conveniently made in the ring toapply round
the base of the cone N. The plate P lies flat
upon the end face of the cylinder A, and its
thickness is such as to allow the cap ¢ to pro-
ject beyond its outer face, so as to permit the
hammerof the lock to explode it with certainty.

Each conical chamber a has nicks, as shown
in Fig. 1, taken out of its edges, one opening
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 out throngh the outer edge of the plate and

the other into the inner or mandrel hole, these
openings operating as vents for the gas pro-
duced by the explosion of the cap.

From the above deseription of the apparatus
it'will be manifest that whenever a cap 1s ex-
ploded its fragments will drop into the cham-
ber ¢ and remain there without the possibility
of any portion escaping tberefrom during the
firing of the weapoun. Whenever, for the pur-
pose of reloading, the cylinder is withdrawn,
the guard being raised off the cones, all the
remains of the caps can be emptied out, and so
all possibility of any obstruection to the free
working of the ¢y linder from fragments of caps
be done away. .

The plate P may be attached to the stock
by catches or detents, which, being attached
to the side of the stock, hold into a groove cut
around the periphery of the plate P, permit-
ting the plate (guard) to revolve freely within
the gripe of the detents.. In that case the with-
drawal of the cylinder would leave the guard
attached to the stock and save the time re-
guired to remove it by hand, as just described,
for then the mere turning down of the stock
would empty the chambers of the cap-frag-
ments. |

I claim—

In fire -arms having revolving cylinders to
carry their load and priming, the construc-
tion and use of a guard to prevent the frag-
ments of exploded priming-caps trom imped-
ing the rotation of the cylinder by covering
ap the cones with a movable metallic ring, con-
taining for each cone a chamber as large as
can be conveniently made within the ring to in-
close each cone, each chamber having an aper-
tureto permitthe priming-cap to pass through,
and also having lateral openings to pass off
the gas produced by the detonation ot the cap,
the whole substantially as set forth i1n the
above specification.

. NEWBURY.

Withesses:
R1cHED. VARICK DE WITT,
Y. C. MILLER.
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