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2o all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, JOEN STOWELL, of
~ Charlestown, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new
and useful Improvement Rotating - Breech
Fire-Arms; and 1 do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact deseription
. of the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying dr awmcrs, formmw part of this speci-
fication.
- This invention relates to those rotating-

breech fire-arms in which the breech 1s ro-
tated and wedged up against the barrel by
the action of a sliding croteh, and the lock is
cocked simultaneously with the rotating of
the breech by a connection with the same le-
ver to which the sliding crotch is attached, as
described in the specification of Letters Pat-
ent of H. S. North and C. D. Skinner, dated
June 1, 1852,

It consists 1n a novel mode of combining or

effecting the connection between the sliding |

crotch and the lock, whereby the following
important advantages are obtained: First,
the simultaneous rotating of the breech and
. cocking of the lock is effected with a much
“easier movement; second, room 18 obtained
for a mainspring. of more active character,
and a stirrup-connection allowed between the
spring and the tumbler; third, the person fir-
ing can rotate the breech and cock the lock
without removing his finger from the trigger.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side view of the interior of a gun-lock,
- showing also the connection betweenthe ham-
nier and the lever to which the sliding crotch
is intended to be connected; and Fig. 2 is a
top view of the parts which form the connec-
tion between the hammer and the lever.

- Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in both figures.

A is the hammer, and « the tumblel form-
ing part of the same piece of metal.

B is the mainspring, which 18 of the form
generally known as the ‘“‘horseshoe-spring,”’
and is connected with the tumbler ¢ by the
stirrup d. 'This form of and mode of apply-
ing the spring in fire-arms have been deter-
mined by practice to be the best known, but
. could not be used with North and Skinner’s
method of operating the hammer.

C is the trigger, which is protected by a

i

| fixed guard, G, instead of a guard forming

part of the lever by which the rotation of the
breech and cocking of the lock are effected.
D 1s the lever by which the rotation of the
breech and the cocking are effected. This le-
ver 18 arranged in a similar manner to the
trigger-guard lever described in the specifi-
cation of North and Skinner’s patent, but
cloes not extend so far back, owing to the em-
ployment of the fixed trigger-guard. The

sliding c¢roteh is intended to be connected at

the point ¢; but owing to its arrangement and
operation being the same as described in
North and Skinner’s specification, I have not
thought it necessary to represent it. The
connection between the hammer and the lever
D 1s effected by means of a lever, d, and two
stirrups, ¢ and f. The lever d works on a
fixed fulerum, g, within the stook I of the gun,
and has a long forked arm in front of the ful-
crum and a short arm in rear of and above
its fulcrum. The stirrup e connects the long
arm of the lever d with the lever D, and the
stirrup f connects the short arm of the same
with the bottom of the.tumbler. The latter
connection 18 made by a pin, 4, which is fast
in the lever d, and works in a slot, ¢, in the
back part of the stirrup f. In Fig. 1 the
several parts are exhibited in red outline in
the position they occupy after the discharge
of the plece, and 1n black outline in their po-
sition after having just effected the rotation
of the breech and the cocking of the lock.
The lever D operates substantially like North
and Skinner’s trigger-guard lever. By pull-
ing 1t down the long arm of the lever D is de-
pressed and the short arm thereof thrown for-
ward, throwing forward the bottom of the
tumbler and raising the hammer to cock it.
When the lever D is-raised to drive up the
sliding crotch to wedge the rotating breech
up to the barrel, the pin 2 moves back in the
slot © of the stirrup f, that being the purpose
for which the slot is provided.

It will be readily understood by reference
to the two positions represented in Fig. 1 that
the finger is allowed to be retained upon the
trigger dulmﬂ the rotating of the breech and
cocking of the lock,and thereforea more rapid
repeat is insured than can be had with the
connection described in North and Skinner’s

| specification, which does not allow the finger



L

to be retained upon the trigger, and whose
movement is llable to do much injury to the
finger of any person unaccustomed to its use,
who may forget or not see that it is necessary
to remove his finger from the trigger betore
moving the trigger-guard lever.

I herebv disclaim the mvention of the com-
bination of the hammer with the sliding crotch
for the purpose of effecting the cocking of the

lock simultaneously Wlth and by the same |

movement as the rotation of the breech, in
any other way than substantially as described
in this specification; but
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What I claim asnew, and desire to secure by
Lictters Patent, is—

The method herein descubed of effecting
the connection between the hammer and the
lever D, by which the sliding crotch is oper-
ated, by means of a lever, d, and two stir-
1ups, ¢ and f, applied and opemtmﬂ' substan-

‘tially as herein described.

J

JOHN STOWLELL.

Witnesses:
- JosEPH C. WALKER,
JAMES VW, TUurTs.
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