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Specification of Zetters Patent No. 12,:2’?’6, dated J anuafy 23, 1855,

7o all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Louis FRANCIS GROEBL,
of the city and eounty of Philadelphia and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new

‘and useful Kind of Marquetry, in which all
the adjoining edges of the different pieces

of wood employed to form this kind of orna-
mental surface are mterlocked and recipro-
cally support each other, but without being
permanently fastened together or to the
floor, so that a surface may be thus overlaid
and uncovered at will with almost the same

facility as it could be covered and uncovered |

with a carpet. With marquetry as hereto-
fore constructed this would be i1mpossible,

“because each of the various pieces of which

1t was composed were glued or otherwise
fastened permanently to the floor on which
1t was laid, and necessarily so, for the reason
that each piece merely abutted against the

‘next without being 1n any way _eenneeted to
1t, so that unless fastened to the floor the
several blocks would be constantly liable to

be displaced, and instead of forming a

- smooth covering for the floor they would be

scattered loosely upon 1t 1n confusion.

A further advantage of my improved
method of forming marquetry is, that the
orain of wood in one block or piece may be

plaeed at right angles to that of the adjoin-
Ing piece and connected by tongues and

orooves, so that the one will counteract the
tendencv of the other to warp, which, in this
species of work 1s very great, especmlly as
many of the pieces selected for their variety
of grain and color are sawed out of knots,
curls, or crotches of timber, and, as is well
known are much more apt to warp than or-

~ dinary plain straight grained woods.

While my improved marquetry has all the
above mentioned and many other advantages
over the old kind, it also possesses every ad-
Thus, 1f 1t be
nelled or glued to the floor like ordinary
marquetry, it would form a far more dura-
ble surface than that does. The advantages

K

mentioned in the new, are consequently not,

counterbalanced by any inferiority as cem-
pared with the old marquetry. '

In the aeeompanvmg drawings which rep-
resent a specimen of my improved mar-

quetry, I'igure 1 represents a square com-
posed of thin boards (A and B) of a taste-
ful variety of shades, colors and grains, cut
into geometrical forms which reciprocally
fit together to form the ornamental design
represented The edges of the larger pieces

(A) are formed with grooves 1In qll those

parts which adjoin the edges of the smaller
pieces (B) while on the remainder of their

pieces of the same form, which join them.
The small pieces (B) have tongues formed

on all their edges to enter the grooves in the
This con- -

edges of the large pieces (A).
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edges, one half i1s tongued, and the other
grooved, that they may unite with the edges
of the corresponding parts of the other
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figuration of the edges of the pieces of wood

_1s shewn_ In Fig. 2, which represents a ver-
tical section throug;h Iig. 1 at the line (« D) ;

in Kig. 3, which represents a plan, and 1n

Hig. 4 which represents an edge view of one

of the large pieces (A) ;

sents a section of the small piece (B). The

1 FlD‘ 5 which rep- -
resents a plan, and in Flg 6 which repre- |

forms and colors of. the pieces admit of -
almost infinite diversification to ‘represent

the various ornamental devices which are ap-
propriate to this style of decoration.
Flooring boards are usually grooved and
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tongued on their two longest s1des but are

not grooved or tongued around their entire
perimeter as are the pleces which Compose

‘my improved marquetry. In this particu-
85 .

lar th1s ornamental covering for ﬂoors dif-

fers in its construction from flooring of fn,ll", _

kinds, and for all purposes before known..

What I claim as my invention and desn'eﬁ

to secure by Letters Patent, 1s—
The marquetry herein deserlbed in which
the different pieces of which it 1s composed '

are firmly united at their adjoining edges, so
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as to secure the advantages herein described: -

tonguing and grooving, nor to forming an

ornamental design, or style of decoration,
by making combmatmns of woed of vsmous'
forms or colors. |
- | LOUIS FRANCIS GROEBL
- Witnesses:

H. N. SterrEs,

N. CaLraN.,

but I make no claim to the invention of '
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