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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

WILLIAM D TITUS, OF BROOKLYN NEW YORK :

LANTERN

Speciﬁcation of Letters Patent No. 12,041, dated Decemb.er 9, . 1854.

To all whom zzf MaY CONCErn : '

Be it known that I, WiLriam D. Trrus, of
Brooklyn, Kings county State of New York
have mvented a new and useful Impreve-
ment 1n Lanterns; and I do hereby declare
that the follewmg 1s a full and exeet de-

- scription thereotf.
The nature of my improvement consists in

providing the lantern case with a slotted
sliding cover, moving in grooves, which

drops down over the match holder during
the operation of lighting the lamp, and pre- {

vents the ingress of air currents through the
lighting eperturee, or the dengerous exit of
flying sparks.

To enable others skllled in the art to make
and use my invention I will proeeed to de-
seribe its construction and operation, refer-

ence being had to the annexed drawings, 1n

which,
Flgure 1, 1s

my 1mpr0vement
of the same.

a side sectional -elevetmn -ef

Similar letters of reference mdleate hke

parts.

A? lantern lem A3 ﬁlhn tube of lamp, B

aperture in the lentern case, C match helder :
C’ chain which attaches the holder to the
lantern case, C* wick picker on end of the
match holder, D sliding cover of aperture |
B, D’ slot in "the shdmg cover, EE notch in
the case A’ in which the metch_ holder fits,
F side wire to which the chain of match
holder is fastened, G scratch plete for light- |

Ing the match.
The lantern to which mv 1mprevement 1S

attached is of triangular form, having plane

olasses: The lamp A? is fixed in and forms
a portion of the bottom of the lantern.. It

extends from the lamp to the exterior of the

lantern case.
troduction of the match holder C, through

the aperture B. The lantern is therefore

never opened at the side or bottom for Light-

) ing or filling, like most of the common

o0

articles. When new wicks are required to be

introduced one of the glasses is temporarily
removed from the grooves in which they are -

placed, the wire, i, being swung one side to

- admit the hand.
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My improved lantern is particularly in-
tended for use in the open air, on ship board,
rall roads and other situations where ex-

posure to the wind and currents of air are |

necessary.

Hig. 2 a front elevation

A lantern ﬂ‘lesses A’ case of the lantern; |

The lamp 1s lighted by the 1n-

The 0b1ect of my improvement is te eﬁerd |

a ready and sure means of lighting the lamp

under the most unfavorable circumstances,
as for example when carried in the open alr,
during a strong wind or storm. -

It 1s well known that a friction match
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when first ignited will burn for a moment—

during the combustion of the hosphorlc

current, a flame can be successfully pro-

duced. - I take advantage of this circum-
stance by providing a match holder D, in

substance with which the extremity of the -65 '
‘match 1s furnished—even in the strongest
current of air; and that if quickly pleeed in

a situation free from the influence of such
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the end of which the match is Pplaced. When '

1t is desired to light the lamp, in the open
alr, the wind blewm , I set fire to the match
by rubblng it on the sera,teh plate, G, quickly

| passing the match to the interior of the lan-
tern through the aperture B, and closing the -
slotted sliding cover D, over the same, which
| prevents all possﬂ')lhty of the introduction

of the wind to extmgmsh the metch or of

| the sparks to fly out.

- The slotted cover D shdes leesely n

.:-'grooves, and falls of its own gravity so that
‘the aperture B is always closed, except when
‘raised by the hand to introduce the match
holder. ‘The slot D’ is intended to be of the

‘same size as the match holder C,

so that

when the latter i1s"introduced into the aper-
ture and. the cover D permitted to fall, a

close fit is formed no opening being left for _
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the wind to enter, between the cover and -

the match holder, as seen in Fig. 1. In Fig.
2, the cover D is represented closed, the red

lines showing 1ts p051t10n When the mateh -

holder 1s introduced.
I am aware that apertures in lanterns for

introducing the lighter, heve been before
used, to which sliding and swinging covers
ha,ve been applied, and to sueh devices 1

make no claim. But |
What I do claim as my mventlen, end de-

sire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The combination with the hntern case of'

the slotted cover D, which is so arranged as 105

to fall by its own grewty and fit upon the

match holder during the operation of light-
‘ing the lamp, in the manner and for the pur-

poses set ferth

WM. D. 'TITUS_.

Wltnesses
- Joax K. OAKLEY

JosepH E. WEED.
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