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IMPROVEMENT IN SCYTHE-FASTENINGS.

Specification forming pm'fjh of Letters Patent No. 11,983, dated November 21, 1854.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, THOMAS C. BALL, of
Shelburne, county of Franklin, State of Mas-
sachusetts,have invented a new and improved
mode of securing scythes upon their snaths
for the purpose of using the same, and which
I denominate an “Improved Scythe-IFasten-
ing;” and 1 do hereby declare that the follow-
ing i1s a full and exact description thereof, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying dmw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon—

Figure 1 being a perspective view, Iig. 2, a
longitudinal elevation, and I'ig. 3 a {ransverse
section, of a portion of the suath with the fast-
ening attached thereto.

A represents the snath. I is a band or fer-
rule, of iron or other suitable metal, having
an extension-plate, C,extended lon mtudumlly
upon the face of the snath A. Through the
flattened face of this extension-plate C there is
formed laterally a dovetailed recess or groove,
B, describing the arc of a circle having 1ts
center at or mear the center, (shown at G.)

To this recess E is fitted a slide, D, having
upon its outer face and firmly connected by

the plate of the slide D two projections, I I,
at such distances apart from each other as to
allow the introduction of the shank of the
seythe K between them, and also at such dii-
ferent distances from the center at (¢ as to
form separate and opposing fulcrams or fem-
ings, between which the shank-of. the E yvthe
K may rest. J
- (xis a cam or eccentric fixed upon the axis
I, which passes through the snath and 1s se-
cured within the thumb wheel H, by means of
which the cam G 1s made to rev olve
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ing is as follows

The mode of using or operating the fasten-
- The shank K beilng placed
between the fulerums F F, the slide D is placed
in any position within the arc described by the
recess I which may be desired to cause the
point of the seythe to remain at a greater or
less distance from the operator., The thumb-
wheel H is then turned, thereby causing the
cam G to revolve, and its greater diameter be-
ing extended against the shank,as at &k, a lever-
age is produced by the shank K between the
fulerums I I, thereby firmly securing the

‘shank between the fulerums, and also by the

said leverage securing the slide D in its posi-
tion within the recess L, thus firmly securing
the seythe to the snath,to which the fastening
is attached.

I do not confine myself to the use of a cam,
nor to the precise form or arrangement of the
several parts as herein set forth, but shall
vary the same while I attain the same end by
the several parts, as herein described, or their
mechanical equivalents.

I do not claim the using of a cam or eccen-
tric for confining a scythe, nor the band and
extension-plate attached; but

What L do ¢laim as my mveutmu, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, 15—

The slide D, with its fulerums I I and 1ts
correspounding I‘E‘CBHb,D in connection with the
leverage of the shank K, substantlally as set
torth. |

THOS. C. BALL.

Witnesses:
ZEBULON W, TIELD
GUuyYy H. HUBBARD.
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