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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM H, TOWERb

OF PHILADELPHIA,

PENNSYLVANIA.

CLOTI—IES-CLAMP

Specification of Letters Patent No. 11, 977 dated November 2:1 '1854: 1

To all whom it may concern:

- Be 1t known that I, Wmrtam H. Towers,
of the city and county of Philadelphia and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new

and useful Clamp for Holding Clothes on

Lines when being Dried and at “other Times, |

which is described as follows, reference be-
ing had to the annexed dr awmgs of the
same, making part of this specification.

I‘wure 1, 1s a side elevation of the 1m-
preved elemp
ditto. Fig. 3, 1s an end view of a modif
tion of chtte- Fig. 4, a side elevation of
a clamp cut from a solid bleek of wood or
other material.

Similar letters in the figures refer to cor-
responding parts.

The nature of this invention and 1 1]:111:)12 ove-
ment consists in securing clothes on lines by
clamping them between the upper surface of
the line, and the curved or V shaped grooves
in the extremities of a button or clamp, said

.extremities being pressed upon the same by
the tension of the line, produced by the

weight of the clothes ectlnﬂ upon the center
of the button or clamp.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
seribe 1ts construction and manner in which
1t operates.

The clamp consists of a curved or angular
piece of wood or other material, A, bent, cut
or otherwise prepared to the form repr esent-

‘ed, In such a manner as to cause i1ts ends to

curve or incline from each other, at an angle
of about 20 degrees, and its center part to Te
situated about one inch above the extremi-
ties when the clamp or button is placed in
its proper herizontal position. The ends of
the clamp are tapered, so as to make the
lower surface horizontal, and this horizon-

‘tal part 1s sawed or 0‘01,1ﬂec1 so as to form a
V shaped or curved groove, extending to--
ward the center part, for causing the “ends

to embrace the line or.clothes suspended
upon the same. Midway between the ends,
and on the lower curved or angular part of
the clamp, 1s secured a small block B, hav-

ing an cpening 1n 1ts center e*{tendmg
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lengthwise with the clamp, and so situated
in relation to the orooves 1n the ends of the
clamp, as to cause its lower portion to be

‘directly on a line with apex of the V shaped

or curved grooves at the ends.

Fig. 2, 1s an end view. of
ca-

The clemps or buttens formed in the
manner described, are

strunﬂ'” upon the
line before 1t is secured n p031t1011 by n-

55

serting the same through the openings in

the blocks B, and are so arranﬂ'ed on the Iine-
60

as to brmo‘ ene of them between each two

pleces of elothes and upon their grooved

ends being breucrht upon said pieces, the -
tension of the hne dmwmﬂ' upon the block

B, through which it passes. end by which it

I8 breught out of a stlewht line as repre-
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sented 1n Figs. 1, and 4: w111 cause sald

orooved ends to press or impinge the clothes

upon the line with the required degree of )

force to prevent them bemg blown or - other-
wise removed from the line—the force ex-
erted upon them being proportionate with

the distance the line 1s brought out of the
line 1t usually forms, by passing through the

opening in the center block B, and the
75

welght of the clothes Suspended upon the

same,

70

Instead of fastemng the perfelated bloek o
B 1n 1ts place by passing a pin or screw

through the apex of the angular or curved
chmp or button, 1t may be provided with
ears at its sides to embrace the clamp,
through which and the main body
ela,mp a piln or screw may Dbe
cure the two securely together, and a chan-

nel may be formed in the 51de of the block

of the
passed to se-
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extending into the opening to enable the

clamp or button to be attached to and de-

tached from the line without taking it down.
Instead of having a pelfom,ted block of

wood of the form deseubed a strip of hick-
wood or other elastic materml may be -

ory
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bent to the form represented 1n Fig. 3,80 a5
to form a loop for the line to pass through,

and secured in its place by pins or 1in fmy'-"

other convenient manner.

Having thus fully described my inven-

tion, What I claim as new and desire to se-

cure by Letters Patent is—

Securing clothes or other articles on lines,
by impinging or pressing them between the
line and the grooved ends of the clamp or

100

button, havmﬂ' a block at its center through

the manner herein set forth.

WILLIAM H. TOWERS

Witnesses:
HeNrY SIMPSON,
E. C. RupoLprH.

| which the line passes out of its usual line, 1 m
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