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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

RICHARD L. NELSON, OF OCALA, FLORIDA.

IMPROVED MODE OF ATTACHING LIFE-PRESERVERS TO VESTS.

[

wmnll

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 11 969, dated November 21, 1854.

Lo all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, R1ICHARD L. NELSON, of
Ocala, in the county of Marion and State of
Ilorida, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in the Method of Attach-
ing Removable Life-Preservers to Vests and
other Garments; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, making a part there-
of,and which representsin perspective a vest
with the life-preserver in place mld repre-
sented by dotted lines.

I am aware that life-preserving garments
of many kinds have Deen made and used;
but in all these the garments were either
cumbersome or could not be worn with any
degree of comfort or convenience as a part
of the wardrobe, and when required in cases
of emergency were difficult of access. I do
not therefore claim any such vestment when
the bouyant properties of it are permanently
fixed or attached to it.

The nature of my invention consists 1n pro-
viding a removable life-preserver which ad-
mits of the garment being worn with or with-
out it, as occasion may require, but so ar-
1anﬂ‘ed that the fastenings of the vestment
or warment shall also be the fastenings of
the life- -preserver, by which means the ordi-
" nary vest or other garment may be worn on
the person at any or all times with the life-
preserver in it.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe the same with reference to the draw-
IHG‘S. -

‘There are many 011J0(3L10115 to the life-pre-
servers in ordinary use. T'hosethat are fast-
ened around the waist of the person raise
the body so high out of the water as to pre-
vent the free use of the limbs, besides they
are liable to be torn off or reverse thelr posi-
tions; and those which have permanent air-
chambers in them or cork shavings cannot
be worn with any degree of comfort as an

every-day article of dre ess, and from this cause |

are always to be hunted up when any sudden
cmergency requires their immediate use.
is to remedy all these objections that I have
devised the present plan.

A represents an ordinary vest madein any
of the well-known ways. In theliningofthe

vest and on the back thereof an opening, as
at C, is made, into which,when the wearer 1s |
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about to travel, is inserted the life- preserver
B, (1*eplesented in dotted lines,).which may
be made of light india-rubber cloth or pre-
pared silk, and whicl can in a moment be
inflated through the tube D. This position
of the air-chamber in those portions of the
vest usually padded by cotton or other ma-
terial preserves the shape of the vest, and
the air-chambers when slightly inflated may
become the substitute of the padding; be-
sides, this position of the. bouyant qualities
of the garment is just in the proper place—
viz., on the chest and around the neck of
the wearer—which allows the body to be 1m-
mersed just sufficient to give free use of the
limbs. A vest may be prepared without any
additional expense for the reception of the
life-preserver and thus the conveniences for
wearing and properly securing to the person
an available life-preserver is always at hand
without the inconvenience of wearing an un-
sightly or uncomfortable appendage. |

I am aware that applications for Letters
Patent have been made by Y. C. Pettibone,
and by I C. Lincoln, assignee of Seth K.
Clapp, for vests with air-apartments perma-
nently fixed in them; but these cannot be
worn without the life-preservers, and are con-
sequently no better, if as good, as common
life-preservers,and I lay noclaim toany such
permanent fixtures, my invention consisting,
mainly, in the vest to which the air-bags may
be connected, so that the vest may at pleas-
ure be worn with or without them, said vest
keeping the air-bags in proper posn:mn on the
body of the user.

ITaving thus fully described the nature of
my invention, I would state that I do not -
claim making a life- preserving vestment.
when the bum’ant properties thereof are per-
manently attached or fixed to it; but

What I doclaim as new, and demre to secure
by Letters Patent, 18—

The method herein described of arranging
a removable life-preserver in a vest or other
carment so that it may be worn with or with-
out it, and so that the fastenings of the gar-
ment shall serve to secure the 11fe-presewer
properly to the person, substantially as de-
SLl‘led |

RICHARD I. NELSOXN.

- YWithesses:
A. B. STOUGHTON,
THOS, . UPP TRMAN.
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