~ J. C. HOWE.

. Breech-Loading Fire-Arm,
No. 11,862, Patented QOect. 31, 1854,

ey

L

v |

T

1-.: -.

o

| .

Fig. 2.




. UNITED STATES ’PATENT, QFF‘ICE;;

' JOHN C. HOWE, OF JILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN.

" IMPROVEMENT IN FIRE-ARMS.

. Specification forming part of Letters Patent

No. 11,862, dated October 31,1854 -

L

e

S :f'-Be'it:RﬁOW-n* that I, J. C. HOWE, of the city
;- and county of Milwaukee, and State of Wis-
new and useful Im-

- aonsin, -have invented a

- hprovement in Breech-Loading Fire-Arms; and |

- “Edohereby declare that the following 18 a, full,
~ clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
_erence being-had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification, 1n
which— . S U
Figure 1 18 a ‘longitudinal section of the
~ breech and part of the stock a
cun constructed according to my invention,
showing the breech 1n condition for firing.
“Fig. 2 is a top view of the same. Fig, 31sa
section of similar character -to Fig. 1, but
showing. the breech 1n condition for loading.
Fig. 4
 chamber. - Fig.
 one of the details employed in my lmprove
. ment. . - | :
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
- gponding parts in the several figures. |
In fire-arms constructed according to this
invention a chambered breech is employed,
~ which fits to the barrel with a male and fe-
~ male cone, and 18 capable of receiving two
- ~movements, namely: one a short distance back
‘and forth in line-with the barrel, to open and’
~ close the chamber and barrel, and anotherto
raise the mouth of the chamber above the bar-
rel, to rTeceive the charge. - A chambered
breech having the above movements has been
. before employed, and therefore doés not con-
-~ gtitute my invention, which consists in cer-
. tgin simple and effective means of construct-
" ing and applying the same, whereby both the
movements are obtained by a sin-
gle movement of & lever under the stock.
-~ Mo enable those skilled in the art to make
and use my.invention, 1 will proceed to de-
-geribe its construction and operation. -
. A is the chambered breech, whose trans-
verse section is of quadrangular form and 1its
- sides parallel longitudinally, in order that it
.may fit In a parallel opening made in the
‘stoek to receive 1t. That part B of the stock
 which contains-it-is made of metal, and corre-.
~ sponds with what is termed in other breech-
- loading guns the _“breech'-supporter.” ‘The
back of the breech 18 connected by a hinge or
knuckle joint, @, with a lever, C, which stands

. below the stock and forms the trigger-gunard,

and barrel of 2 |

1 and -the same lever is _comlectéd by another

1

F

lever and sliding piece

4 is a transverse section through the }
5 illustrates a modification of |

breech. The lever

ing down the lever, which, as

fitting the sliding piece
piece is drawn down the

‘hreech below the joint a is of
‘when the breech is drawn

lever, and
vented:. The leverand the

hinge or knuckle joint, b, a short distance be-
hind e, with asliding piece, D, which fits with
a tongue, ¢, on each side, and a corresponding

groove, d, in the opening in the stock, so that

it may slide up and down therein, but 1S ca-
pable of no other movemendt. .
the sliding piece D are-of the same width as
the breech, so that laterally they fill the open-
ing in thestock. All that confines the breech-

prevents them falling or being withdrawn from

fits in a slot, ¢, which 18 parallel with the bore
] i The

of the tgar;rel,*m one side of the stock.

all those figures, The parts are all so eon- -

]

The lever Cand ..

within the stock and

it is a stud, d, which is secured in one side of _'
the breech immediately above the joint a, and -

structed and arranged that when the breech

is in position for firing, as represented in black
outline in Fig. 1, the centers of the joints &
b , .

gun, and thus prevent the driving back of the
1 C is at that time close 10
the stock. - The breech 18 withdrawn by pull-

prevented moving upw ard by the
draws down the joint ». Themoving down of
the joint b 18 provided

Theé shape of that part ! of

from the female
in red outline

draw its male cone f entirely
cone ¢ of the barrel, as shown

and.
stand in a line parallel with the bore of the

the joint a 18 -
stud d above, - .

for by the manner -of
D, and as the sliding:
breech is drawn back. .
the back of the
such form that
far enough back to" -

in Figs. 1 and 3, it comes 11 contact with the. -

iy,

the further drawlng back . 18- pre-

in effect, parts of the same lever, with bas its’
farther drawing down of the
lever causes the front end. of the breech to be .
black in ¥ig.

fulerum, and the

raised to the position shown In

3, to receive the charge, causing at the same
of the upper
slidihg.
the breech- 18 re-:

time an extended portion, k, O
part of the breech to move:over the
piece D. After loading,
turned by moving the lever upward, during
the early part of which

ary position of the.center b 18 maintained by
the breech preventing theas-

the portion h of

breech then form,

movement the station-
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cent of the sliding piece. By the time the
breech reaches the position opposite the bar-
rel (represented in red) the further descent of
the front of the breech 18 prevented by a small
resting-piece, 4, on the front part of the open-
- 1Ing in the stock, and the part A of the breech,
having then worked clear of the sliding piece -
D, allows the latter to move upward, and the
upward movement of the Joint b drives the
breech forward and the cone J bard up into
- the cone g of the barrel. e
- In the modification represented in Fig. 5
- the sliding piece D is intended to be dispensed
with and its place Supplied by a link, 4, the
front end of which forms part of the joint b,
~.and the back end is connected by a knuckle-
. Joint, k, with the stock, so that the lever and
link form a toggle-joint.  This arrangement
'will ‘enable the same movements to be given
to the breech by the movement of the lever,

-and the breech will be locked in place for fir- |

'Ing by the. joints @ b k-all being in line at

 that time.

I am aware thab -thé l')*re,ech,'ha;_s been beféré |

- similarly held in 1ts place and made capable |

-

' of the double moveln'leut-herein described by
means of a slot, ¢, and stop d; also, that a
sliding cam-key at the back of the breech has

of the breech-wh

| claim; but

- I do claim.as new and useful and -de_siré"tlo
secure by Letters Patent— -

‘er substantially as herein get forth. ~
o JOHN C. HOWE.
 Witnesses: . S

. O. D. Munn,
- Q. W;;_KELLOGG.

been used to keep the breech steady against
recoll, and serving to admit of the swiveling

- enrequired; but such devices
| have been differently constructed and less

~ The arrangement herein specified of the
breech-operating lever Cby its hinges or joints

a and b with the breech A, hung and operat-
Ing as deseribed, and movable guide or slide
D at the back of the breech, the whole ‘being.
constructed, combined, and o erating togeth-
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