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IMPROVED CHARGER FOR FIRE-ARWMS.
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Specification f'orming part of Letters Patent No. np,t7d, dated June 27, 18541,
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To «ll whony it may concern: |

‘Be it known that I, T. H. PEAVEY, of South
Montville, in the county of Waldo and State
of Maine, have invented a new and useful In-
strument for Charging Fire-Arms; and 1 do
“hereby declare. that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification, In
which—

Figure 1isaside view of the charger. Fig.
2 is a longitudinal section of the same. Fig.
3. is a bottom end view, and Iig. 4 1s a top
view, with the top plate taken away to show
the interior. Tig. 5 represents the planger
by which the bullets are forced in and out of
{he cylinder. -

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

This invention consists in a cylinder which
contains several chambers arranged in a circle
around its axis, and nearly corresponding 1n
size with the bore of the barrel to be charged,
and is so confined between two plates and
combined with a muzzle-piece which fits on
the muzzle of the barrel that all but one of
the chambers can be charged with bullets and
loose powder and carried loaded and closed
until their charges are required for use, when
the muzzle-piece may be placed on the barrel
and one of the chambers broughtinto commu-
nication with it for the purpose of discharg-
ing the contents of the chamber into the bar-
rel.

To enable others skilled in the art to make ;

and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe its construction and operation.

A is the chambered cylinder, which 18 of
metal, and may contain any number of cham-
bers « @ bored right through it. These cham-
bers are arranged at equal distances apart, 11
a circle as close as possible to the periphery of
the cvlinder. The cylinderis of such a depth
‘that the chambers will contain the ball and

the required charge of powder, and the bore

of the chamber should be of such size as to al-
low the ball and patch to pass through with-
out great force being applied. The cylinder
is made hollow, to lighten it as much as possi-
ble. |

B B are the plates between which the cyl-
inder is confined. These are circular, and of

a little larger diameter than the cylinder, and |
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have slight recesses in their inner faces to re-
ceive the ends of the cylinder, and each hasa
single hole, £, corresponding in size and posi-
tion with the chambers ¢ «. They are connected
by a central spindle, C, which fits Into each with
a square, b, and holds them together by means
of the nuts ¢¢, which fit the serews on its ends,
which protrude through the plates. The bot-
tom end of - the spindle is riveted in the nut ¢/,
so as to connect the spindle and the bottom
plate, B/, immovably. The top plate, B, In
addition to being held by the square b, 1s fur-
ther held in place relatively to B’, or with the
two holes f f opposite each other, by a smail
plate, d, which fits to its square b, and is fur-
nished with a fixed pin, ¢, which enters a cor-
responding hole in B, and serves as a guide to
bring B in its proper position relatively to B’
when replaced after having been taken off' to
clean the chambers. '

D is the muzzle-piece, which somewhat re-
sembles what is known as a ‘‘loading’’ muz-
zle, being bored out to correspond with the
bore of the barrel, and bored or otherwise
suitably enlarged internally to the depth of
about a quarter of an inch, to fit to the out-
side of the muzzle. It is screwed into or oth-
erwise secured to a plate, I8, which isattached
to the bottom plate, B, by two screws, g 9,
and its bore corresponds exactly with the hole
on the latter plate. Round the bottom end of
the eylinder there is a series of notches, 2 4,
(see Fig. 1,) at equal distances apart, and at-
tached to the top side of the plate I 1s a
spring-catch, F, which enters either of the
side notches, and when in a notch holds one
of the chambers in the cylinder in line with
the holes f f and the muzzle. All the cham-
bers but the one in communication with the
holes ff and muzzle-piece are closed by the
plates B I, |

To charge the charger for use, 1t 18 held up-
right, as shown in Iigs. 1 and 2, and the cham-
bers are severally brought opposite the holes
£ by releasing the cylinder from the catch and
turning it, and a bullet and patch is inserted
in each chamber in its turn just far enoughto
allow the cylinder to rotate. The charger 1s
then inverted and the chambers severally
brought opposite the muzzle-piece D to re-
ceive the charge of powder, which is poured
in in the same way as into; the barrel of an or-
dinary fire-arm. When all the chambers are
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filled, 1t is necessary to pour out the powder |

and force out the bullet from one which is oP-
posite the muzzle-piece, as there would be no
bottom to contain the powder; or the filling of
one chamber may be omitted. The charger
may now be carried any distance, and is al-
ways ready for use. ' B
‘When the gun or other arm is to be loaded,
the muzzle-piece is placed on its muzzle, with
the spring-catch turned from the operator,
- who places the end of the middle finger of the
right hand upon the spring-catch to set it 1ee,
and the thumb on the opposite side of the cyl-
Inder, and then turns to the right. As the
cylinder turns, the finger leaves the catch,
which is then ready to stop the cylinder when
the next chamber arrives in direct communi-
cation with the muzzle-piece. | |
- When the cylinder stops, the powder falls
from the chamber into the barrel of the gun;

but the ball requires to be pushed through the
muzzle-piece by a small plunger, (see Fig. 5,)
which may be carried in the pocket for that
purpose, after which it may be rammed home
In the usual manner. |
What I claim as my invention, and desire to

secure by Letters Patent, is— | |
- The charger consisting of the chambered
cylinder A, confined between two plates, BB,
to one of which is attached a muzzle-piece, D,
Or some sulitable means of fitting it to the bar-
rel, and furnished with a spring-catch, I, or
its equivalent, by which the chambers a « may
be severally held in communication with the
holes f f in the plates and the muzzle-piece,
substantially as set forth. | | )

| | 1. H. PEAVEY.
Witnesses:

JOHN RANDALL,

JOSEPH FOGG.
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