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~ intersect at thel]f' pomts and thereby pre-

20 yent his escape in the most effectual man-

UNITED STA.TES PATENT o FFICE

-  HIRAM STAI‘FORD or MOUNT PULASKI ILLINOIS

RAT TRAP

Spemﬁcatmn of Letters Patent No 10 758 dated Aprﬂ 11 1854

To dll w?aom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, HIRAM STAI‘I ORD, of
the city
- Logan and State of Illinois, have invented
-certam new and useful Improvement% n-
~ Rat- Tra S 3
- the IOIIGWIIIO‘ 1s a full, clear, and exact ‘de-
seription thereof reference bemg had to the

R accompanying drawmﬂ*s and to the letters
10

of Mount Pulaski and county of

and I do h-ereb “declare that

- of reference marked thereon |
~ The nature of my aneIltIOIl consists III'_
- constructing a rat-trap which is prowded'
. ith a t11t1110-b0f1rd which acts In combi-
~ nation with swinging arms or bars which
R constitute the barmer to prevent his escape
- and which are acted upon by the animal as
| ~ he rests his foot on the tilting-board and |
- causes them to be swung around unti]l the

L T o ena,ble GtheIs skllled in the aIt to Inahe -
~ and use my invention I will proceed to de-
IRR :.2.5: qcube its construction and o |
- in the bottom is placed a tilting board B,
. one edge of which is
. of the box by means of hmges e and the |
. other edge is sustained by a weight C on
“the end of the lever D the fulerum of which
 On the tilting board are placed
- two sets of braces E E’ which are connected
- together at the top by means of a bar F|
g5 Which 1s connected by means of rods G, G, |
- 77 to the periphery of the upright posts II H [
- on which suitable bars or racks are fmmed |

o ig at e

operation.
I construct a box A of asuitable form and

i

The operation of my trap is as follows:

' '.i._'*ifThe ammal entels between the bﬂ,rs thh -

Hig.
*whlch immediately sinks beneath hlS weight
and carries the braces E E’ and the bar I

xed to the bottom_

are staIIdIIIO' in the pOSItIOII seen at I

1, and steps - upon the tilting board

to the position seen is red lines which also -

to the perlpherv ot the vertIcal posts H, H,
at f and causes them to be turned artmﬂy

his foot wupon the tilting

I'ess.

around so as to bring the forks or ]Dars LI
1 into the position seen in red lines. It Wﬂl o
be seen in the drawings that it is impossible -
for the ammql to escape atter he has placed 80
‘board as the =~ -
pointed bars Im?'arlably interrupt his prog- =~
-When 1t has left the tilting board the ~
weight. C immediately acts upon the appa-
ratus and causes the bars to be thrown back
y | to their original position for the purpose =
of audlmttuw others who may deSII'e to en-
The advantaoe of this fI‘ELp is- the extra-—*” L

ordinary. Gheapness with which they may

be manufactured together with the efficacy,

t1011

The combmatlon of the tIIIIIIO‘ board with

the swinging forks and their apparatus pre-
cisely as-shown in the dI‘ILWIIID*S and for the -
purpose and 1n the manner substantlally as :
"helem SBt torth and descrIbed S

HIRA\I STAI‘FORD

Wltnésses e o
"R. B. LATI—IAM T
WWM H RIDDLES '

WVha,f I clfum as my 1HV€IlthIl and de- 3
sire to secure by Letters Patent. is—

~durahlity, fmd SImphclty of theII' construc—_--_ |
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draws on the rods G, &, which are attached
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