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| CLASP

Spemﬁcatmu of Letters Patent No. 10, 436 dated J a.nua,ry 17, 1854

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, CHARLES TREAT PAI\TD
WaRE, of the city, county, and State of New

mode of fastening boxes, cases, pocket-books,

and any article to which a clasp of the kind
lied, and which 1

invented by me can be app
call a “spring-clasp lock;” and I do here-
by declare that the followmn' is a full and

ewct description thereof, reference being

had to the accompanying drawings and to

the letters of reference marked thereon.
The nature of my invention consists in the

construction of a

omy of tlme and Iabor in the manufacture,

in which it is to be used. |

To enable others to make and use my in-
vention, I will proceed to descube 1ts con-
struction and operation.

I construct my clasp of any metfll or ar-
ticle capable of producing the necessary

spring upon the tongue, striking out its |
‘component parts by dles, or. 0the1w1se form-

ing them.

In the accompwnymﬁ drawings, Figure 1,
A, represents the upper part of clasp, in one
entire piece, including socket and laps; B,

the lower part of clasp, including tono‘ue]
and cross-piece; T, the tongue, operating as
a spring; C, the cross-piece; L, L, the laps;

S, socket, or space, 1nto which C Springs,
after passing the laps. The dotted lines rep-
resent the edges of box or case.

cross-piece may have the firmest

play between ‘the edges of the box when
closed, so shaping it as to facilitate the op-
eration of the clasp, whether adjusted ex-
ternally or internally to the article towhich |

it 1s apphed That the two parts may close |
together with ease, 1 shape, the laps as m |

j turnmﬂ' the top

a spring clasp, combining |
the advantages of simplicity, solidity, econ- |

‘That the
possible

hold (in cases where thin metal 1s desirable)
I turn it over, as in Fig. 2, giving 1t free

| L, L SO tlmt pressmg aga,mst the mehned |
force it inward

until it reaches S, into Wthh 1t sprmgs, as

Sldes of cross-piece, they

seen, 1n Kig. 3.

In cases where the hature of the materml_
| will admit, and security of hold can be ob-

tained without bending over cross-plece, as

above described, I shape the parts of clasp R
as seen 1n Fig. 4 the cross-piece fitting into
‘the socket, after passing the laps, shightly
edge of said cross-piece to -

50

f‘wlhtate the closmg of clasp, opening. the

same by pressure on the tongue, from with-
out or from within. B o

For application to pocket books 'md the

like, I shape the lower part of the clasp a

the cross—plece, as in Fi 1g. 6.

in I3 ig. 5, turning over about two thirds of o
The clasp,
when closed, is seen as in Fig. 7, the laps
having p%ssed in front of the cross-p1ece .
and behmd ¢ and & until cross-piece springs - -
into socket, where it is held by the part
lapped under the clasp opemno b} p1es-[ |
sure on the ‘rongue -

For apphmtlon to cases of vely_ shallowl, 7"0_'

capacity, I divide the tongue in such a man-

ner as to obtain for it as much leverage of
-sprmg as may be desired, as seen In KFig. 8.

‘What I claim as my mventlon and desire | .

to secure by Letters Patent 1s—

constructed and arranged that the laps, L,

5
The above- described spring chsp lock 50._._-__,_. L

shall, when closing, depress the wide end,
Gy of the tongue T, and allow it at last to =~
'sprmg outward into the enlarged space, S, -
between and above the laps, where it is held
“firmly by the turned over end of the tono*ue," -

or by the thickness of the metal 1tself as in’
Fig."4; and this I claim, whether used with

‘the - ro]ectmns a, b, for the purposes above_
f’descrlbed or W1thout them. |

- CHAS T. P WARE
Wltﬂ@SSeb o

- James F. SMITH |

ALBERT YOUNG
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