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| as a retractor.

UN ITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

| GEO W. GRISWOLD OF CARBG"\TDALE PE\TNSYLVANIA

AMPUTATING APPARATUS

Spemﬁca.tmn of Lettﬂrs Pa,tent No. 10 435 da.ted J a,nua.ry 17 1854:

1o a:ZZ whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE VV GR.IIS—-.

worp, of Carbondale, county of Luzerne,

Pennsy 11’*1111*’1 have invented a new and use-
ful Surgeon s Instrument to Assist in Am-
putating Limbs; and I hereby declare that

the following 1s 2 full and exact desellptlon '-

It is called “ Grlbwold’s amputator’s as-
sistant.”

To enable others to make ‘md use my in-
vention I proceed to describe its construc-
tion and operation, reference being had to
the annexed drawings which nmke p‘tlt ot
this specification. | -

Figure 1, side and per spectlve view of the

Fig. 2, elevation of the end;

apparatus;

Fig. 3, the .;quflmtus as arranged at the

time the bone is being sawed off Fig. 4,
plan of the base; If1g. 5, the ad]uc,:tmble rest,
or elevator, on whicl: the bone rests.

In cases of amputation 1t 1s very impor-
tant to hold the Iimb firmly and still more

important to hold the bone firmly-at the

time it is sawed off. By the ordinary mode,

persons unskilful in the use of the saw, and

even the most experienced, will find it diffi-
cult to hold the bone firmly. In the ordi-
nary mode of holding the bone to be sawed,
the result is painful to the pqtlent, :«;md
sometimes fatal, in consequence of a pro-

tracted ope? ration by want of some appara-

tus which is furnished in the “amputator’s

assistant,” and of course more intended for
.mexpeuenced than skﬂful surgeons, thouo'h

valuable to all.

The apparatus as seen at Flo' 1 1s used

after cutting the flesh of the limb. Tnstead
of the use of handkerc hiefs or cloths for re-
tractors, this apparatus 1s used. The rest,
B, 1s adjusted to the proper height for the

Done ,-(which is to lie in the cavity of the

1est) by means of the brace, G. Being thus
adjusted and leqdy after the flesh is cut,
this apparatus is placed -beneath the limb
and the bone laid upon the rest. The semi-
circular plate, A is then pressed down upon
the bone firmly. The apparatus is first used
Being shut upon the bone it

is - drawn firmly up toward the body, laying
the bone bare, as far S de51rab1e

The

|

top at the middle.
E (one only being seen) .
the base and connected with the plate, C. .~
In the grooves of these cleats the rest, B,

1S a t111111' B
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bottom.
of the notches in the under side of the-.
| rest, B. o T
. The Semmlrcuhl disk A is lnnoed at’ 011ej___jj

end and is made to shut over the rest, on. -
‘the rear of the plate, C, so as to close’ upon--
| fat piece upon the top:
edge of the dlbh for the hand of the opel :
.ator : | I

Dpon the base is Set the 0’111de D whlchf*
consists of two standards (See Fig. 2) be--
‘tween which the saw is operated. - In this
guide, D, the saw moves with certainty, and -
-c‘mnot mtch as 1s the case when the bone is

“the bone.

bmnted feet, or ,-po-mts which are under the o .
and hold the

base, I, set firm in the table

flesh in place, while the operator with one

hand pressing down upon the semi-circular
disk, A, holds the bone and W1th the other_'

Uon.f_

hand saws it off. .
The construction is quite sunple

base, ', made of wood or metal a plate (J 18

erected—xmth a portion cut out from the
Two chfmneled cleats,_
are erected upon

slides up and down. The “rest”

plate; Fig. 5, with an angular cut at its top
adapted to receive. the bone large or small at
This rest is adjusted
by a small brace G beneath it, hinged at the =
To elevate it the brace is set In one
70

the bottom of the cut.

There 1s a

80

loose, in- the or dinary mode of amputation. L

Beneath the base are set four or more point-

| ed feet J, that stick into the table or board

85

on which the patient lies, and hold the qpp.«l— .

ratus in place when used.

What I claim as my 111?611’(1011 md desu:'e to .
secure by Letters Patent 1s:
The combination of the fl,d]ubtftble 1est B |

movable disk A, and guide or standard D

for holding the bone, 1et1 acting the ﬂegh ]

ancl Omdmo the saw, in amputﬁmg llmbs -

the whole bemo made and 0peratmg sub-__- R

Stﬁntmlly as de%crlbed

G KV GRI SWOLD

Wltnesses |
OWEN G. WARREN
C. B HAOKLEY
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