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UNITED STATES

‘PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES BROWN, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN DAGUERREOTYPE APPARATUS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 10,225, dated November 15, 1858. '

To all whom tt may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES BROWN, of the
city, county, and State of New York, have
invented a new and useful Improvement in
Apparatus Employed in the Daguerreotype
Process; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, forming part of this
specification, in which—

Iigure 1 is a front view of an embellished
background. Fig. 2 is a front view of an
ornamental diaphragm. Fig. 3isa front view
of the lower part of the diaphragm with a
movable name-piece. Fig. 4 is a section of
the same. Fig. 5§ is a back view of the same.
Fig. 6 is a perspective view of an adjustable
frame for the diaphragm. FKFig. 7 is a sec-
tional view showing the arrangement of the
background and diaphragm for use. FKig. 3
represents a picture taken with the aid of
.My improvements. - |

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in each of the several figures.

The nature of this invention consists in
the employment of an ornamental diaphragm
with a suitable opening placed in a suitable
position in front of the person or subject to
be represented for the purpose of producing
g portrait or picture with an appropriate or
tasteful ornamental border either with or
without the name of the person or subject
and the name of the artist. The diaphragm
may be and will be mostly used in conjunc-
tion with a background such as 18 now some-
times used illustrative of the character of the
person or subject represented.

To enable those skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
seribe its construction and operation.

A is the background, which may be a wall
or any fixed or movable surface like the back-
orounds now used. It may have any scene
or device represented upon it by painting or
in any way delineating on its flat surface or
in relief. |
"~ B is the diaphragm, which may be of wood,
metal, paper, or any suitable material, and

may be square or of any other shape with an |

opening a of any shape to allow the person
or subject to be presented to the camera, and
to represent the inner edge of the ornamental
border. This diaphragm should be adjusta-
ble at different elevations and either verti-
cally or at different inclinations, and there-
fore I propose to use the frame shown in Fig.
6, which consists of aswingingframe C, hung
on pivots in a standing frame D and hav-
ing grooves to receive the sides of the dia-
phragm B. Certain means should be pro-
vided for confining either the frame C orthe
diaphragm in any position. The front of the
diaphragm may be ornamented in any way
by work in relief, or by drawing, painting,
or otherwise representing any ornaments or
devices, and may have the name of the artist
either permanently inseribed or put on In
such a way as to be taken off. It may also
have an opening, as shown in Kigs. 3, 4, and

5, to receive a panel or tablet 6 with the name
‘of the subject or person or with any other in-

scription. The diaphragm is brought to any
suitable position and distance from the per-
son or subject to be represented, according
to the part required to beshown. The effect
produced by the ornamental diaphragm is a
picture having the appearance of a great de-
oree of finish; but by the combination of the
ornamental diaphragm and the embellished
background I produce a picture of very high-
ly-finished appearance such as has never been
produced by the daguerreotype process.

" Having thus fully described my invention, I

will proceed to state whatI claim as new and

desire to secure by Letters Patent— |
The employment of a diaphragm B with a

suitable opening a, through which the per-

| son or subject is presented to the camera

when the said opening is surrounded by or-
nament or embellishment, substantially as
deseribed, for the purpose of producing a
portrait or picture with an ornamental or em-
bellished border. |

JAMES BROWN.
Witnesses: -

O. D. MUNN,
N. N. ELY.
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