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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM H. TOWERS, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

METALLIC PEN.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 10,192, dated November 1, 1853.

To all whom it may concern.

Be 1t known that I, Wirnrzaym H. Towers,
of the city and county of Philadelphia and
State of Pennsylvama have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Metallic Pens,
which is described as follows, reference be-
ing had to the annexed drawings of the
same, making part of this specification.

F10L11e 1 is a front view of the improved
pen and holder. Fig. 2, 1s a side view of the
same. Ifig. 3, 18 a section through the cen-
ter of the same. If1g. 4,15 a perspectwe view
of the pen demched from the holder.

Similar letters in the figures 1*efer to cor- -

responding parts.

The nature of this invention and improve-
ment consists, in making gold and other me-
tallic pens ﬂat instead of arched or barrel
shape, and with cavities or depressions 1n
both surfaces for retaining the requred
quantity of ink, in such a manner as to en-

able the pens to be more easily formed, and

of a less bulk of metal, and more conven-
ient for use, than the pens constructed 1n the
ordinary mode and C‘lp‘lble of being written
with either surface uppermost, and “also bet-
ter adapting them to be secured to the pen
holder. |

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my 1nvention, I will proceed to de-
scribe 1ts construction and the manner of
using the same.

The improved pen A, may be manufac-
tured by simply cutting the same from a flat
piece of metal, of JI‘()pel thickness, to the
form desired, and ﬁmshmcr 1t by erinding or
otherwise, in a similar manner to the process
usually employed for that purpose, or other
convenient mode. It 1s made flat on both
surfaces, except where indented or scalloped

out, as stated, and tapering on 1its edges to a

pomt at its slit or lower end to form the nib,

and slightly tapering on the edges formmo
the shank or main body of the pen, to admit
of it being inserted and securely held in a
correspondmw opening in the lower end of
the holder B.

- The depressions or - cawtles C, in the flat
surfaces of the pen, for contammo* a supply

of 1nk when dlpped in the same, may be
tormed by either cutting or ormdmﬂ* the
metal required to be removed for that pur-
pose, or by means of dies or in any other con-
venlent manner, to suit the views of the
maker, and extend from a short distance be-
low the holder and the edge of the pen, to
near the pomt or nib of the same, so as to
surround the greater portion of the slit,
and be capable of retaining the required
quantity of ink to supply the point or mib
of the pen, through the slit, and over the
surfaces of its lower part.

The lower end of the pen holder is made
flat, by depressing and tapering both sides
of the metallic tube B’, forming the lower
portion of the same, toward each other, and
the edges of the flattened part are made

slot in the end of the same, corresponding
with the thickness and tqpered edges of the

pen, in such a manner as to enable the pen

to be conveniently inserted and withdrawn
therefrom, and held securely when inserted,
in the center of the holder, and capable of
being written with equal fchI].ltV on either
side of the point or nib. The writing points
of the pen, which touch the paper' when
writing, may if desired be made either equal
in sharpness on both sides, or of different de-
orees of bluntness or sharpness, to make
cither a fine or heavy style of writing, to
suit the views of the writer, and the sides
of the pen upon which they are respectively
situated, may be correspondingly marked to
disting uish them.

The depressions or cavities in the surfaces-

of the pen, may be made near the edges 1n-
stead of the center of the same as represent-
ed, to suit the views or fancy of the con-
structor. .

In using the pen formed in the manner
above described, 1t will be found, that 1t will
not only last much longer than pens of the
ordinary shape, from the fact that both sides
of the point or nib will be alternately used,
and cheaper, for the reasons before st‘Lted
but will also write with much more freedom
and ease, and that both sides of the point
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or nib being equally used, (or nearly so)
they will wear equally, (01 nearly so) and

thus tend to keep each other sharp.

What I claim as my invention and desire
to secure by Letters Patent 15—

Making metallic pens with depressions or
cavities for retaining the requisite quantity
of ink to supply the same, and making them
flat on both surfaces, and twpermo* the shank

or main body of the same and inserting 1t 10

in a corresponding socket or opening 1n “he
center of the lower end of the pen holder,

substantially 1in the manner and for the pur-

pose set forth.
| W. H. TOWERS.
Witnesses: .
JoaN . WILLIAMS,
- SterHEN N. SDIMONS
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