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UNITED STATE S PATENT OFFICE

WILLIAM BALLARD O "\TEW YORK N Y.

| PROTECTING—BULWARK FOR WAR VESSELS

Spemﬁcatlon of Lettels '.E’atent No 10 174 dated November 1, 1853

To all whom it may concern:

, Be it known that T, VVILLmM BALLARD,
- of the city, county, and State of New Ymk

have invented a new and useful Improve-

5 ment for the Protection of Rifle-Batteries
-~ for Men of War;

and 1 do hereby
the iollowmg to be a full descuptmn ot the

same.
The nature of my mventlon consists in

attaching, by means of hinges, a series of

- shield boards to the inside of the rail of the

15

bulwarks, so as to be raised up in time of

‘naval engagement as a protection to the
rifle-men ; and also in arranging a series of
stanchlons, and rails, along the line of the
- deck parallel with the buleuLS and four
to six feet from them, for the Support of the

- 1nner ends of the -shield boards when raised

20

- up, the spaces between the stanchions being
cased or paneled up by sliding panels, which

- may be taken down when not 1eqmred tor
- an engagement. But to describe my inven-

925

tion more particularly 1 will refer to the
accompanying drawings forming a part of
this schedule, the same letters of reference
‘whenever they occur referring to the same

~ parts.

30

ot the covering for the r
| 1s_ a section of the hulk, through the Tine
1. Iig. 3 1s a detached view of

Figure 1, 1s a 51de elevatlon of a man of

war, _ShOWlIl'D the rifle ports, and a poztlon
le battery. IFig. 2,

x, ©, F1ig.

_the shield board, as attached to the bulwark

40

“and deck.

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the deck
of the hulk, lelded at midships. Fig. 5,
is a detached view of a part of the bulwark

o showing the post, and the deck showing the {
- guide way, for the panels.
Letter A, represents the hulk of a naval

vessel havmg one tier of heavy guns, and a
ports B, B &c, plerced.

series of rifle

~through the bulwarks.

' chiold boards.

45

Letters C, G, &c.,

tached to the rail D, of the bulwarks by |

“a hinge, so that they may drop down close

- -against the inside of the bulwarks to be out
of the way when not used in an engagement. |

to be

declare

are made to s
the deck, and against the stanchlons so that

sire to secure by Letters Patent of the United
States.

are a series of drop
These shield boards, are at-

Letters E, E &c are a series of ports or
stanehlons These stanchlons are intended
placed on the deck ¥, of the vessel,
at about four feet more or less from the
bulwarhs
ports 1s secured a

ports together 1n a lme parallel with the

rail of the bulwarks, so that the inner edges
‘of the shield bhoards may rest upon it, there-

50

Upon the upper end of these
rail (3, so as to hold the

99

by protecting the rifle battery of sharp

shooters from the fire of the shar P shooters
in the enemy’s tops. -

Letter H, IS a shiding panel to form a
back to the ri

lide 1n ways J, J attached to

the riflemen are completely pr otected from

the small shot of an enemy’s ship during an
.enﬂaﬂement
boards or panel pieces to the rifle battery
box, are all made so as to be shifted, and
as the shield board is hinged to the blllWEll k

The stanchions

rail, so that it may be dropped down, the
Whole arrangement will be out of the way
when the ship is not in action. These parts,
and the precise mode of arranging the parts
may
is preserved I consider it my invention.

Having now described my invention I

le battery TDox. These panels

and back |

be varied, but so long as the principle

60

65

70

79

Wlll proceed to state what I claim and de- -

What I claim therefore 18—

1. The use of the shield board C, in com-
bination with the bulwarks of a Shlp sub-

stantially as set forth..
9. I also claim the use of the stanchlons

E, rail G, and panels H, in combination with

C, for the purposes and principle of con-

'structlon and operation substantmlly as set
-forth - -

WILLIAM BALLARD.
WVithesSés. . .
Erigam Pratr,
CHARLES L. BARRDTT

80 -

85

'the deck of the vessel, and the shield board
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