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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

LEA PUSEY, OF PATTERSON,

PENNSYLVANIA.

IMPROVEMENT [N SELF-WAITING DINING-TABLES.

Specification fﬁrming part of Letters Patent No. 9,788, dated June 14, 1853.

To all whom it muay concern: -

Beit known thatI, LEA PUSEY, of Pafterson,
in the county of Juniata and State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented a new and Improved
Self-Waiting Table; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full and exact deserip-
tion thereof, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, making part of this
specification.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the table;
Fig. 2., a plan thereof, a portion of the top be-

ing removed to show portlons more distinetly;

and Fig. 3, a vertical section thereof 1n the
Iine x x of Fig. 2.

Like letters designate corresponding parts
1n all the figures.

The nature of my invention consists, first,

in a self-waiting table constructed with an
endless band F situated beneath the table
and kept in constant motion during meals by
any power applied through the crank E or
other means, to which band is firmly attached,
at convenient distances apart, guniding-car-
riers b 0, &c., which pass up through and are
supported by small railway-trucks d d, &e.,
and move in guiding-apertures e ¢, &c.,1n the
top of the table, and uponthe Tops of which
are placed waiters c ¢, &ec., whereon dishes
are put and constﬁ,ntly conveyed around be-
fore the guests on both sides of the table;and
secondly, in placing
second table B over the central portion of the
table above the waiters ¢ ¢, &c., for holding
casters, &c., which do not require to be fre-
quently removed or replaced.

My self-waiting table is especially appli-
cable to hotel and boarding-house dining-
rooms where many persons are to be waited
upon.. It is constructed inform like an ordi-
nary table, in the top A of which, at a proper
distance from eachside, is cut a narrow aper-
ture e of uniform width, extending nearly
from end to end of the table, and around the
ends thereof in a semicircle, as shown in Kig.
2. Under the table and directly beneaththis
guiding-aperture is situated a band I, which
passes around upright shafts a «,
caused torevolve by a crank L, attached to
one of them and turned by hand or by any

other means and power which may be con-

venient,such as steam or water. To this

band,

at convenient distances—say about

an additional shelf or

and 1s.

eighteen inches—apart, are mmly riveted or
otherwise attached metallic upright rods 00,
&e., which project up through the fmdmﬂ'-
aperture e and reach a little dista.rwe above
the top of the table. These rods, as carriers,
support platters or waiters ¢ ¢, &c., which are
held thereon by means of mekets 1 1, &e., fit-
ting upon . their upper ends. The Wdlt(}lb
should pass as near the top of the table as
practicable for convenience in taking dishes
or food therefrom. In order to take the
weight of the waiters and their contents from
the band I and to keep them and the band at
a uniform height, I employ small railway-
trucks d d, &e., throughone of which each rod
b passes and rests on by a pin passing through
it immediately over the topof the trucks, and
which move on a railway or platform C, sit-
uated under thetable A and travel above the
band around the table. "T'he wheels of said
trucks revolve separately, as the outer ones
are required to revolve faster than the innerv
ones in turning the ends of the table. The
dishes (30111::@»111111*D the different kinds of food
are placed upon the waiters by attendants
stationed one at each end of the table and
are made to pass thereon before the guests at
such a rate that food can be conveniently
taken from the dishes or the dishes from the
waiters by any one, while at the same time
the speed shall be sufficient to serve all with
readiness. In practice I find that about
twenty feet per minute is a suitable speed.
The waiters are usually made of such a size
that two or more dishes may be placed there-
on, so that when a dish is taken from one
waiter it may, after the guest has supplied
himself therefrom, be replaced on some other
waiter then passing before him.
In addition to the above-described appa-
ratus, I also employ a shelf B, supported by
posts ffj, and situatedonly so far above the
central portion of the table A as not to inter-
fere with the dishes in the waiters., Upon
this shelf or second table are placed casters,
water, and such other articles as do not re-
quire to be frequently replaced or removed.
I intend also, when desirable, to have one
or more pipes of suitable size and material to
pass around under the edge of the table A
near all of the guests, one o contain coffee,
another water, &e. Within the pipe forcon-
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taining coffee or tea it would be well to insert
a smaller pipe through which hot water or
steam should be caused to pass in order to
keep the coffee, &c., hot during the meal. A
spigot situated before each guest will enable
him at any moment to supply himself with
coffee, &c., without further trouble.

The advantages in economy of labor and
convenience, impartiality, and promptness of
attendance to guests of the above-described
arrangement need no further mention to be
readily understood and appreciated.

What I c¢laim as iy invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

A self-waiting table constructed and ar-
ranged substantially as deseribed—viz., hav-
ing an endless band F situated beneath the
table and kept in constant motion during
meals by any power applied through the crank
K or other means, to which band is firmly at-
tached at convenient distances apart guiding-
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carriers b b, &c., which pass up through and
are supported by small railway-trucks d d,
&c., and move in guiding-aperturese e, &c., in
the top of the table, and upon the tops of
which are placed waiters ¢ ¢, &c., whereon
dishes ave put and constantly conveyed
around before the guests on both sides of the
table, in combination with the said endless-
band conveyers, placing an additional shelf
or second table I3 over the central portion of
the table above the waiters ¢ ¢, &e., for the
purpose of holding casters, &e., which do not
require to be frequently removed or replaced,
substantially as herein set forth.

The above specification 'of my improved
dining-table signed and witnessed this 15th
day of October, 1852. ‘
| LEA PUSEY.
Witneésses:

. M. KUuLP,
JAMES BOON.
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