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this speci

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

DUNCAN E. McDOUGALL, OF TROY, NEW YORK.

DOOR-FASTENER.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 9,753, dated May 3.1, 18938.

To atl whom it may concern.

Be 1t known that I, Duxcax . McDovu-
caLr, of Troy, in the county of Rensselaer
and State of New York, have invented a
new and useful Inside Fastening for Doors,
which I denominate the “Traveler’s Se-
curity;” and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, forming part of
ication, 1n which—

Figure 1, is a side view of the apparatus,
showing it applied fast to the door—t be-
ing secured to the floor and pressed tight
up against the inside face and bottom edge
of the door. This view shows clearly the

~application and use of the fastener. Iig. 2,

20

29

30

is a back edge view of the apparatus but
not applied to the door. Iig. 3, 1s a top
or bird’s eye view of the same applied to
the door. |

The same letters of reference 1 each of
the several ficures indicate corresponding
parts.

The nature of my invention consists in a
novel portable contrivance for travelers and
others to fasten the doors of hotels and
other places on the inside in case they are
not provided with locks and bolts, or when
the locks are not sufficiently safe to insure
protection against being picked or broken
by ingenious rogues and burglars. 'The

~ said contrivance, as will be seen from the
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description hereafter given, very effectually
answering the purpose intended and at the
same time 1s made very light and small and
can be carried in the valise or trunk of
every traveler without any inconvenience or
trouble and as it is very simple and cheap
its great utility will be readily seen.

To enable others skilled in the art to
make and use my invention I will proceed
to describe its construction and operation.

A, represents the plate which bears
against the inner face of the door B, it hav-
ing its lower end bent in the shape of an
elbow so as to form a hook or lip C, to be
inserted under the bottom edge of the door
and on the inner face so that when strain 1s
applied to force the door open there will be
resistance offered both at the bottom and on
the inner face. This plate and its lip will
be clearly seen in Fig. 1; and also the man-
ner in which the Iift passes under the door
and over the threshold of the same. On

the back of the said plate there 1s cast a bar |

D, having its back edge set with ratchet

teeth K, and also having a series of graduat-

ing holes If, cut through its face and as seen
in If1g. 1. To this bar two curved or other
suitable shaped levers (, H, are secured
fast for a given time by removable pins
b, 07, as seen 1n Figs. 1, 2. The
ting 1n either of the holes I, as the case may
require or according to the depth and height
of different thresholds. There being a large
number of holes and consequently the levers
can be set high or low to suit different
thresholds. The lever (+ 1s set below that H,
and 1s attached at one end to the claw or
flcor plate I, by the fulecrum pin &, upon
which 1t turns in the manner shown in Kigs.
1, and 2, and to the ratchet bar by the re-
movable Tfulcrum pin 6, upon which it turns.

The plate to which the lever (x is attached
has a number of sharp spikes f, f, set in 1t
which are driven into the floor in the man-
ner shown in Iig. 1, to prevent the appara-
tus being moved from contact with the door

by persons on the outside after being once

applied. The manner in which the lever G,
is arranged and operates will be seen mn Fig.
1. The lever H, which serves to force the
plate A, against the door, and give 1t a
downward thrust instead of upward, and
also to force or press the lever (x, down
vertically and consequently through 1t force

the plate out horizontally against the door,

is connected to the ratchet bar of the plate
A, by the fulecrum pin b’, and turns ireely
upon it, between the bars 24, A, that overlap
the ratchet bar a recess is cut, into which
either of the ratchet teeth fit when the ap-
paratus is applied so that the plate A, or
its ratchet bar will always be kept in con-
tact with the said lever and consequently it
will. require more power to force the door
open, and it will be almost impossible to
loosen the set screw J, from its recess when
either of the teeth of the ratchet are in the
recess 4/, as shown in Fig. 1. The other end
of the lever H, always hangs loose and has
the set screw J, passing through it in the
manner shown in the drawing. This set
screw serves to force the levers apart one
up and the other down—and at the same
time cause them to give a horizontal direc-
tion to the plate A ; they causing 1t to move
out horizontally and to press firmly against
the door, and at the same time prevent any
vertical or up and down movement and con-
sequent strain on the hinges. The end of

pins b, fit-
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the set screw J, fits in either of the recesses
7, and cannot escape from them after the ap-
paratus 1s applied to the door, unless loos-
ened from on the inside.

To apply this fastener 1t is necessary
to take out the fulcrum pin b, of the lever
G, and thereby disconnect the ‘claw or floor
plate I, from the plate A, then place the
hook or lip C, under the door and the re-
taining ratchet plate tight against the same

aflter Whlch connect the level (z, with the

claw plate and let the latter rest on the two

- back spikes and press the lever (G, down
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until they take into the floor, and the dis-
tance between the hind sp ikes becomes t0o
short for the length of t-he lever and conse-
quently the door will be made fast.
this 1s done the heel of the boot must be ap-
plied to the claw plate and the spikes forced
into the floor and the lever H, being secured

in the manner shown; the set screw must be
turned sufliciently to form a pressure be- |

first |

A fter

0,753

tween the two levers—one being pressed
down and the other upward and yet made
to operate upon the plate A, and give it a
horizontal direction against 'the door; this
being done it is ﬁrmly secured and it will
not be possible to open it unless the screw be

loosened from 1its recess from on the inside.

What I claim as my invention and desire
to secure by Letters Patent is—

Combining the two levers G, H, or their
equivalents with the retalning llpped plate
A, C, and claw plate I, and set screw J or
their’ equivalents, the said set screw Serving
to operate the levers and force the plate A
C, horizontally against and under the door;
and retaining it ﬁlmly 1n that position by
means of the same, and sald levers in the
manner and for the purpose described.

DUN CA\T E. McDOUGALL.

Witnesses:
Cmarres E. BRINTNALLE

A. N. MzgrRriLL,
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