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- fast at their upper ends and sliding through |
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'UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN C. F. SALOMON, OF GEORGETOWN, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

FIRE-ESCAPE LADDER.

Speciﬁcation of Letters Patent No. 8,987, dated June 1, 1852.

1o all whom 7t may concern: |
Be 1t known that I, Jorunx C. Fr. Saro-

MON, of Georgetown, in the District of Co-
Jumbia, have mvented a new and. useful

Fire-Kscape Ladder; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following i1s a full and exact
description thereof, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, and to letters

~of reference marked thereon, in which—
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Kigure 1, represents the ladder extended
as 1T suspended from a window sill. Fig.

2, the ladder closed up in portable form.

To enable others to make and use my in-

-vention I will proceed to describe its con-

15

30

struction and operation.

L form the steps of iron of any suitable
width and as thin as practicable to bear the
welght required, as shown at A; commenc-
g at the top with a short step, and each
successive step from that to the middle, be-
ing a trifle longer than the preceding one,
sufficient to allow the connecting links B,
which are riveted or otherwise made fast to
the longer step, and passing through an eye
or eyes a, @, 1n the next step, to clear the
end of the third one; and from the middle
to the Dbottom of the ladder the steps are
gradually shortened and the entire arrange-

‘ment the reverse of the top half until the top

and bottom steps are of equal length: the
links 1n the upper part of the ladder being
mace fast to each end of every step and
projecting upward through eyes in the step

~above, and those in the lower part of the

ladder projecting downward being made

eyes 1n the step below, by which arrange-

- ment the steps are allowed to slide on the
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links so as to fold closely together as shown
i Iig. 2. The steps may be made of thin

- boiler iron, with the edges turned to give

‘strength, and the connecting links of wire

about % to 1 of an inch; commencing with
the upper step at 12 inches long, each step
trom that to the middle of the ladder, will
be one inch longer than the one above, and
those below the middle, will shorten in the
same manner the steps being one foot apart
when the ladder is suspended, will make it
thirty two feet long, which is sufficient for
most three story houses and the léngest step
will be two feet three inches and capable
of being passed out at the smallest sized

| window; for buildings where a greater

length than this is required the windows

‘will generally be found of greater width

which will allow of the middle steps being
made longer, every additional inch in the
width of the window will allow of two
more steps; I also provide a suitable catch
or fastening as shown at C, to hook on to
the lower part of the window frame or sill
which 1s secured to the top step of the
ladder.

Having thus described my invention what
I claim therein as new and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s— -

Forming or constructing a ladder with
each successive step from the end or ends
longer than the one preceding it and con-
necting said steps with each other by links
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B, made fast at one end to each step and

the other end sliding through eyes a, ¢, in

the step above or below, so that the steps

can all fold closely together, in the man-
ner substantially as described. -

“In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 4 day of March eighteen hun-
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dred and fifty-two in presence of two sub-

scribing witnesses.

JOHN C. FR. SALOMON,

Witnesses:
SAM. SMOOT,
- Wwu, M. Svrra.
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