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INSTRUMENT FOR OPENING BOKES

- o Speelﬁeatlon of Letters Patent No. 8, 878 dated Apml 18 1852

"-'-:]eetlons B, B upon thls lever between Whlchf.

-~ To a,ZZ whom, 'Lt May concern:

I 1nse1t the hmoe K, of the 1ever C Whlch

_ _“ - Be it known that I, G’EORGE C TAI‘T, of'-_. ‘is made in the form I'epreeented and put a
the city and county - Of ‘Worcester, in the | pin D through the projections B, B and the -
- State of Massachusetts, have mvented a new | hinge K so.as to form a working ]omt The o
5 and useful Double- Lever Box- Opener and I | thm end I of the lever C fits mto the recess
 do hereby declare that the same is described | H in the thin end of the lever A so that
. and represented in the following speclﬁea—. ‘when the two ends are brought together
. -tmn and accompanying drawmcrs | they may be. inserted between the S1de and -~
. The nature of my mventmn conswte 111'; | 11d of a box 1n euch a manner that the ta,per- 85
o 10'-_11131{111g two levers and connecting  them | ing score I which is made snmllel in the up---
~+ . with a joint and sharpening the short ends “per jaw may embrace and grip the nail and
. of both (or making one a little longer than | draw it from the side with the oreatest fa-
- the other, sharpening it and makmo‘ a re- | cility and prevent its head from beme drawn. -
. cess a short distance from the end to receive | through the lid by its sticking in the side— »q
- 15 the thin end of the other lever) and making | the ends of both the levers being so formed
A t‘Lp@llﬂO score in each but smaller in the ‘as to effect an entrance with very little re-
- one coming next to the lid in use, so that | sistance. If it is preferred the two thin
- when the fwo ends are forced in "between “ends of the levers may be made of the same
~ the lid and side of a box, in such a manner | length and sharpened so as to enter the joint »p
- 20 that the nail fastening the lid may be re- -between the lid and side of the box, but if
~+ celved into the score, and the long ends of | one is made longer than the other and as
© . the levers are bmught toward each other or | thick at the end as the two just described,
forced apart (according as the construction | it would be less hkel to break than if 1t o
~ of the joint that connects them may require) | was made in two thlcknesses . 20
25 the short ends, that have been inserted be- The invention might be made in a dlﬂ:'er—- S
"~ tween the side and lid of the box, are sepa- | ent form and still answer the same purpose:
~ rated the nail bemo drawn frem the sice | for instance the bar A might be made wider
-by being caught in the narrow score; that | where the projections B, B join 1t and the =~
- the lid 1s saved from the injury of h%vmt‘r projections dispensed w1th, and a hole made gy
80 the head of the nail drawn through it ‘md_ so as to put the other lever through, it be- '
~ the box is opened with the least possible in- | ing bént the other way and sha 3ed so that
. jury to the side and lid, leaving both in | a pin could be put through beth levers to
- most cases fit for further use whﬂe the rais- | form the fulerum ; the long end of the lever -
~1ng of the lid 1s eﬁected Wlth far less labor- put through mlﬁ'ht be bent so as to be nearly 9¢
33 than heretofore. - parallel to the other at a convenient dis- =~
It 1s the practice of porters emploved by | tance so that the hands would not interfere -
L :merehents to drive a chisel between the lid | when the two levers are seized to pull them.--"- o
- and side of the box and pry across the edge | apart to raise the Iid of a box. - oL
- of the side to raise the 1id and by so doing | ~To use the Instrument above desel.lbed the 95
40 they frequently split the lids and damage sharpened end of the lever A should be -
. the sides so as to render the boxes unfit for placed at the joint between the side of a
~ further use; then, when the goods are sold, | box and its lid, (care being taken to place
- new boxes are required to Shlp them in. | it so that the ; 0111ts K and L will pass eeeh;' -
- Butif my lmproved box-opener be used and | side of a nell), and a few light blows upon 10¢ . - . -
45 g little care taken to save the lids, the same “the opposite end of the. lever will foree it =~ .
. boxes will serve to send the ﬂ'oeds away in | into the joint taking care at the s same time
- and thus the cost of new boxes for that pur- | to keep the thin end of the lever C in con- =
~ pose will be saved. | tact with the lever A : when the thin ends_, e
- To enable others Skllled n the art to mal{e of the levers have been forced in a proper 305 -
50'"&11(:1 use my invention I will proeeed to de- | distance the end of the lever A should be T
~ scribe its construction and operation. | held by one hand while the other hand
I make a lever A of the form represented serzes the lever C and draws it toward the '
- in the drawing with one end thin and sharp | lever A raising the lid of the box: the slitor o
~enough to enter between the lid and the side t“LpeI‘IHG‘ score I in the thin end of C is 110 -~
99 of the box with facility and make two pro- | made so as to catch and grip the nail and

'dra,w 1t from the 51de a,t the same t].me th’tt
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it acts upon the lid and the lower jaw acts
against the side of the box each side of the

nail at the same time. This will also be
found to be a very eilicient i1nstrument to

draw nails when they stick out so that the

lever C can be made to act upon them. The

- score I may be made narrower on the upper

10 .

15

or under side of the jaw I’ as may be pre-
ferred.

What I claim as my invention and desire
to secure by Letters Patent 1n the above de-

scribed instrument for opening boxes 1s—
1. The tapering score 1 cut in both ]aWS

- but smaller 1n the upper one or If, so con-

structed that when both jaws are drlven 1n

between the side and lid of a box, the points |

of the jaws pass on each side of a nail which
- will be gripped in the score I; so that as the
jaw I 1s raised to take up the lid 1t will |

8,878

draw the nail out of the side and thus pre-
vent the head of the nail from being drawn
through the lid as it rises, while the jaw G

rests upon the side of the bo*c substantlally '

as described.
2. Is the tapering score I in combination

with the peculiar construction and arrange-
‘ment of the jaws K and G, the latter being
Tfurnished with a recess at H into which the

tormer closes in the manner and for the pur-

poses herein set forth.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto
signed my name before two subsm 1bing wit-

- [IESSEes.

' GEO. C. TAFT.

VVltnesses
Wu. GREENLEAT,

Wu. W. PATGH_
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