L -2 Sheets—=Sheet 1.
J. STEVENS - _
| .. B Revolver.

No. 8412. o Patented Oct. 7, 1851,

LY
r ¢
. ” O " Q§
# b1 ——
/ (/f "_-' "‘}y W ‘I‘) s - :--_-_: ‘
pr ;; \ F .ff rb N 4 __ﬂ."' h..g
" ;j 'r-“ N ‘J‘;; : N / - | ——
s ’f-.r:.,-t ::"" oot =
r"f 4"_:"; ‘-“ir" pe A =
» 4 .
‘ f,f /'f ] R g N R
F ’ \ ', Y
S J/ - \‘ Ly N AN S
A | N S
s ‘ S :
A -$ Il > =
A ¥
#'#' ’ { y
S e h
o ! -
I I L;%
|| | Y
[ r! } ; / Ql)

H PETERS, PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHER, WASHINGTON, D C.



- . . 2 Sﬁeets;éSheet 2
J. STEVENS, -

o _ ~ Revolver.
No. 8,412. - Patented Oct. 7,~1881.

$

N.PETERS, PHOTO-LITHQOGRAPHER, WASHINGTON, D C.




—_—— - . -

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

li—

JOSHUA STEVENS, OF CHICOPEE, MA

SSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR TO MASSA-

CHUSETTS ARMS COMPANY.

IMPROVEMENT IN REVOLVING-BREECH PISTOLS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 8,412, dated October 7, 1851,

To all whom it may concern:
- Be 1t known that I, JOSHUA STEVENS, of

Chicopee, in the county of Hampden and State

of Massachusetts, have invented one or-more

certain new and useful Improvements in' Re-

peating Pistols or Fire-Arms; and I do hereby
declare that the same is fully described and
represented in the following specification and
accompanying drawings, letters, figures, and

references thereof.

Of the said drawings, Figure 1 denotes a side
view of arévolverorrepeating pistolconstruct-
ed on my improved plan. TFig. 2is a view of
the opposite side of it. TFig.3isa vertical lon-

gitudinal and ecentral section of it. Fig. 4isan

under side view of it. Ifig. 5 is a iransverse
section of it, taken through the latch-hook, to
which reference will be hereinafter had.

In thesaid drawings, A represents the barrel;
B, the chambered cylinder; C, the arbor on
which said cylindeér is supported, and on whiceh
1t 18 made to revolve. D is the stock, from
which the arbor projects. '

AS'the lock, as well as the mcehanism for re-

-volving the chambered c¢ylinder, forms no part
of my presentinvention, it will not be necessary

for me to enter into any deseription of them.
The barrel A is connected to the stock by
means of a bar or piece of metal, E, which is
hinged or jointed at one end to the stock,while
at its other end 1t is fastened firmly to the bar-
rel. The binge or joint « of the part E is so

made as to enable the said part B and the bar-

rel to be tarned up into the position denoted
at b by the dotted lines in Fig. 1.

For forcing the ballsinto the chambers I em-
ploy arammer, I, and a lever, G. The rammer
has a eylindrical shape externally, and’is sup-
ported by and made to slide freely in a longi-
tndinal direction. through a lateh - hook, H,
which swivels or turns upon the barrel A and
hooks around the arbor C. = ' o

On and around the barrel,and concentrically
with it, is a swivel-tube, I, whieh turnsloosely
on the barrel, and is keptin position by shounl-
ders ¢ d, or other analogous contrivances at its
extremities. . From this swivel-tube the lateh-
hook H projects, as seen in the drawings. The
fulerum end of the lever G is jointed or hinged
to this swivel-tube, and by means of a projee-
tion, ¢, therefrom, the lever embracing the pro-

turned down to its’'lowest position.

Jjection, and turning on a pin, f, extending

through it and the projection. An upper side
view of this lever is seen in Fig. 6. The said
leveris formed or made with two flat cheeks, ¢
h, arranged parallel to one another, and with a
space, ¢, between them wide enough to receive
the rammer F, as seen in the drawings, and to
allow it to work through the lever while the le-
ver is being turned down toward a right angle
with thebarrel. The rammer has a projection,
k, tormed on one or both sides of it, and to op.
erate In connection with a rounded corner or
cam, {,made on the adjacent cheek of the lever.
Above this cam the lever is provided with a
square or other proper-shaped shoulder, m,
which stands at, or about at, right angles to
the outer edge, n, of the cheek, and with re..
spect to the fuleram of the lever, as seen in'the
drawings. | |
Therammer is made bollow, and to contain a
helical spring, 0, one end of which bearsagainst
o head or plug, p, inserted in the outer end of
the rammer. The other end of the spring rests
against a screw-pin, ¢, which passes through
the lateh-hook-and the rammer, and long slots

r s made through thelatter, asseen in the drav-

ings. That end of the rammer which is near-
est to the chambered cylinder B may be made

-solid, and with a sunken cavity or space, ¢, for

the ball to project in when forced itito thecham-
ber destined to receive it. In order to steady
the barrel in iateral directions, it has a tenon,

%, extended from it and made to enter a corre-

sponding mortise, v, made down through that
part of the arbor which projects beyond the -
chambered cylinder B. Besides the above,

‘thearboris provided with asmall thumb spring-

catch, w, to eatch into the lateh -hook and
prevent it from slipping off thearbor when it is
, Neither
the thumb-catceh nor the hook is a new contri-
vanee, and so far as they are concerned they

may be said to differ from my present improve-

ment. o ‘_

There is a small projection, ¥, formed on the
side of the head or outer end of the rammer,
which projection extends overa curved cam, 2,

formed on the inner surface of the cheeks of
the lever, as seen in Figs. 6 and 7, which are

a longitudinal and vertical section of the lever.
This cam should be so made as to enable a per-



son, by means of the.lever, to effect the return
or entire outward movement of the rammer in
case any dirt or carbonaceous or extraneous
matter on the sarface of the rammer should

produce sufficient friction to overcome the ex-

pansive force of the spring contained in the
rammer. By meansofthepeculiar construction

- of the lever, and particalarly in consegence of

the addition to it of the shoulder for the pro-

jection on the rammer to bear against, the le- | _
bining the latch-hook, the slide-bearing of the
rammer,and the lever with the barrel by means
of the swivel-tube or any analogous contri-
vance as to enable them to be allsimultaneously

ver is forced and held up against the barrel
while not being used to cause a movement of
the rammer.

of the cylinder, there is a self-adjusting power
or mechanism bronght intooperation to turther
move the rammer and lever and hold the lever
up against the barrel. This new element or
part of the mechanism ‘dispenses with any
spring-catch, asusually applied and ased on the
extreme outer end of the lever,and madetoact

against a stud or projection from the barrel.

By combining both the lever and the latch
‘hook or support of the rammer with the barrel
by means of a single swivel-tube or any analo-

gous contrivanee not only the ]atCh-'htjok bat |

mer. Besides t;he_.power of the Spring”
acting to expel the rammer from the chamber

the'_rammer"may' be movéd out of the way of
the arbor in such manner as to enable the bar- -
rel to be elevated into the position denoted by

‘dotted lines in Fig.1,and soas to render iteasy

{.)0 remove the chambered cylinder from the ar-

or, | - | | -

I do not claim to make the latch-hook alone

revolve on the barrel; bat . "
I claim— |

The improvement of 80 connecting or com-

tarned laterally or revolved around the axis of
the barrel,and thereby remove any obstraction
totheelevation orupward movement of the bar-

rel, such as may be necessary in order to effect '

the removal of the eylinder of charging-cham-

bers from the arbor on which it is supported.

" In testimony whereof I have hereto set my

signature this 25th day of June,A. D. 1801,

| ~ JOSHUA STEVENS.

Witnesses: - | . o
E. V. B. HOLCOMB,
F. W.CARTER.
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